
“If Jesus Christ be God
and died for me, then no
sacrifice can be too great
for me to make for Him”

C.T.Studd   
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SEEKING TO BE THE HANDS AND FEET OF JESUS IN THE COMMUNITY
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Over the past few months I had
the privilege of being able to
take a 10 week Sabbatical,

plus a couple of weeks holiday. This
was my first real break from ‘regular’
Church work for more than 16 years.
The purpose of the Sabbatical was
two-fold: first so that I could have
some rest from the normal routine of
sermon preparation; pastoral work
and all the things that normally go in
Church life … so that I could get my
batteries recharged. Secondly, I
wanted it to be a time of reflection and
hopefully inspiration for my future
Ministry.

I am strongly aware, after more
than 25 years in the Ministry, how
Church life and society has changed
over this period of time, and so I
wanted to look at and reflect upon
what it means to be a biblical,
inclusive church in the 21st century. We
live in a world where there are no easy
answers to some of the things we are
faced with. God has called us as
Christians to reflect Jesus in this REAL
world – a messy world, where people

enter our doors often with messed up
lives. It is to this world that God has
called us to minister.

My Sabbatical included long
periods of reading – I was able to read
some 13 books during this time. The
books ranged from subjects which
would help and challenge me
personally, to subjects affecting the life
of the Church in our current world.

There are issues facing the Church
in 2017 which unless looked at and
dealt with in a Godly way, threaten the
very life of Churches, and I was able to
bring myself up to date on the current
thinking around such issues. Also, one
of the major ways Church and Society
life has changed over the past few
decades, is the multicultural nature of
society.  Our Church, at Vine Baptist, is
very different from what it was 20 or
30 years ago in terms of the
nationalities present. Inevitably this
means that people from different
backgrounds and traditions are able
to influence and enrich the ways in
which we ‘do Church.’ And so the

As we approach Easter this year, we are
reminded that when Jesus died and rose again,
He did so in order to bring new life, God’s life,
to people who need a new start because of sin
in their lives. The message of Easter, I believe,
not only reconciles men and women to God, but
also gives us power to go into the world and
change lives in a messy world, to bring hope and
love to those who feel hopeless and helpless.

PASTOR’SPIECE
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THE CHURCH MAGAZINE can only be as useful as YOU make it, so please
pass on anything you think will be of interest to the fellowship.
FINAL COPY DATE for the June issue is Sunday 21 May 2017.

So... See me on Sunday’s, phone me on 01732 469486 or
Email me at martinpalmer1@sky.com

God bless, Martin.

Sunday Services
start at 10.30 am

Grape 7 for 3-10 year olds
During Sunday service
Contact: Michelle Ellis 
01732 669692

Rascals
for pre-school children & babies. Meet
Wednesday’s from 10.00-11.30am
Contact: Sheila Pearson 
01732 454524

Frantic Fridays for 8-11 s
Meet Friday evenings at 5-7pm
Contact: Stefan Reckless 
07772 792035

CHuRCH

CONTACTS:
PASTOR: Rev Jim Crockett 01732 452905
ADMINISTRATOR: Fiona Murray 01732 360866
SECRETARY: Davida Woodman 01732 459741
YOUTH WORKER: Stefan Reckless 07772 792035  email: stefan_reckless2@hotmail.co.uk

The church office is open Tuesday & Thursday 9am - 3.30pm
Vine Baptist Church, Park Lane, Sevenoaks TN13 3EH. Tel. 01732 740634
vinebaptistchurch@talktalk.net     www.vinebaptistchurch.org.uk

A C T I V I T I E S CHuRCHC O N T A C T S
Church Leaders:
Church Secretary - Davida Woodman
Finance - Derek Ford
Maintenance - Vacant
Outreach -  James Penn
Pastoral - Hazel Elliott
World Mission - Martin Palmer
Worship - Fiona Murray
Youth - Stefan Reckless

Home Group Leaders:
Helen Ellis 
Nick Ellis 
Jenny Marchant 
Martin & Margaret Palmer
Monica Wain

Prayer Chain:
Felicity Boyden / Hazel Elliott

Church Magazine:
Martin Palmer
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Social Issues
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question is, how do we welcome and
incorporate and reflect our multi-
cultural world in Sevenoaks and
beyond, so that ALL our welcome and
feel at home in our Church?

I was able to also read some books
(including secular books) to challenge
my thinking on such subjects as
Leadership in the 21st Century. One of
the great definitions of leadership I
came across in a book called
‘Canoeing the Mountains’ (Tod
Bolsinger) is this: ‘Leadership is taking
people where they need to go and yet
resist going. Leadership … is
energising a community of people
toward their own transformation in
order to accomplish a shared mission
in the face of a changing world.’

And for myself, and all the leaders
in this Church, that is the challenge we
are faced with as we seek to move the
Church forward.

During my Sabbatical, I also had
the privilege of flying out with
Clive to Kosova to the SMILE

centre in Gjakova for a week.

It was a
real eye-
opener, and a
real blessing to
spend that week
with Clive. After the
war in 1999, the country
was left virtually destroyed, with many
lives torn apart. In the area where the
SMILE centre is, people are still
struggling to put their lives back
together again- and into such a
situation of apparent hopelessness,
SMILE is endeavouring to bring some
hope and a little of God’s love.

I had the privilege of visiting many
widows (most of whom had been
widowed during the war when their
husbands and sons were mercilessly

killed by the Serbs). Many of these
widows were living in abject poverty,
with virtually no State help. Clive and I
were able to sit and talk with them; to
hear their stories; and to give them
some practical help in the way of food
parcels and also some ‘smelly’ stuff,
which I had taken out from EnglandJ
We were then able to pray with them.

I also had the privilege of going out
with the palliative care team on several
days, to visit men and women who
were severely ill and facing a very
uncertain future. Again, there is little
State help for these people, but
through the work of SMILE they are
able to see doctors and receive
palliative care which would otherwise
not be available to them. Again it was
a real privilege to meet them; talk with
them; and then to pray for them.

The amazing thing is that most of
the widows and families we met are
from a Muslim background, and yet,
they welcomed us with open arms to
pray for them and to share Jesus’ love
with them. We pray that somehow,
though the love shown to them, they

will want to know more about
Jesus Christ, and welcome Him

into their lives.

I also had the joy of attending a
Church on Sunday morning and to
meet several pastors during the week.
The service on Sunday was so
uplifting. The amazing thing that
among the 50 or so people at this
Church, at least 75% were in their
teens or twenties – perhaps the future
of Kosova is not so bleak!!

During my week, I was able to visit
a Musical school and also a Primary
school which may in the future open
up further possible links with SMILE.

Kosova is a beautiful country and in
the area we were based has
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magnificent mountains. And, on a
couple of days, in spite of the
TORRENTIAL rain (or as Clive would
call it, ‘katastrofe’) we were able to
drive into the mountains and cross the
border into Albania. The scenery was
magnificent.

We were really grateful during the
week to Mergim and his Miranda who
look after the SMILE Centre and really
couldn’t do enough for myself and
Clive.

I was able to sample and enjoy
Kosovan cuisine during our stay, and
Clive introduced me to Raki!! – a local
drink. Say no moreJ

Clive and I had a wonderful and
challenging week – and in many ways
it opened my eyes to the plight of
people who have very little and gave
me some understanding of why so
many people make desperate trips to
try and find a better life in the UK and
elsewhere.

I was also able to enjoy Clive’s rich
Kosovan vocabulary! – he became
known as ‘Mr Katastofe!’

Also, during my Sabbatical, I was
able to make a trip to Canada for
a week. During my time out there

I was able to attend two Churches, as
well as meet with various Pastors. We
talked about some of the issues facing
Churches today, and it was interesting
to note that whether Pastor of a Church
of 90 people or 10,000 people, many
of the issues remain the same. Again, I
found that the things that could
possibly split churches here are also
causing great concern in Canadian
churches.

It was also good to experience two
Churches which are growing and find
that the worship time I experienced
with them was very similar to the
worship we are able to experience at

VBC. One of the Churches I attended
was called The Meeting House – a
Church of some 10,000 people or so.
I met with the Senior Pastor, Bruxy
Cavey, and had lunch with him and 8
of the full-time Pastors in the Church
(they have around 80 full-time staff
across all their centres). Bruxy has
written a book entitled ‘The End of
Religion’ – and I had read this book
before meeting him. It was good to see
and experience Church being ‘done’ in
a very different way.

Final ly,
during
my last

week of
Sabbatical,
I had the
pleasure of
v i s i t i n g
S t o c k t o n
B a p t i s t
Tabernacle
Church (a
l a r g e
Church, with a membership of around
375). I visited this Church because it
was highlighted in the Baptist Times a
few months ago because of their work
amongst asylum seekers and refugees,
and because of the link that Gavin and
Fiona’s son and daughter-in-law have
with the Church. In the past year they
had the joy of baptising 100 Iranians!

I attended the Church service on
Sunday morning, which was attended
by around 20-30 Asylum
seekers/refugees. Each of them were
given head-sets so that they could
listen to the service being translated for
them. The interesting thing was that
virtually all of them were male, which
made a huge difference to the make-
up of the church. 

The following day, I met with the
Church Secretary, who has been

13

Gideon Bibles in Hotels
Will a Gideon Bible in a hotel, 
guest house or a B&B become a 
thing of the past?

by Bert Elliott
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Go to the mountain of prayer
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instrumental in helping the Church
minister to the refugees. 

Stockton and the surrounding area
has become a hub for the
Government’s dispersal of asylum
seekers and refugees, mainly due to
the low cost of housing in the area. It
has meant that there are around 1200
refugees in the town at any one time.

The Churches, including Stockton
Baptist Tabernacle, have been at the
forefront of helping the refugees.

To this end SBT has purchased 2
homes to help accommodate those
with no other means of finding a roof
over their heads. One home houses 4
refugees, and the other home
(currently being renovated) will
accommodate 6 refugees.

On a Monday the Church has a
drop-in centre for refugees, which on
the Monday I attended had around 50
present. In the centre they are able to
play table tennis, pool etc. They also
had a beautician’s table set up for the
handful of women who were there.
They also have people from Open
Door and the Red Cross attending to
help the refugees. They also had
English speaking classes set up, which
were full. And an on-site barber! A
room was set aside for second-hand
clothes donated by the
Church, which were
available to the
refugees for 50 pence
an item. Refreshments
were provided by the
Church, which had
around 30 volunteers
helping.

This is a new
phenomenon for the
Church which has only
occurred in the past 2
years or so – but it has

radically changed the nature of the
church and their ministries –and the
Church is having to rethink their ideas
about church and how to respond to
the rapidly changing needs of society,
in a short space of time, which of
course is challenging.g

In Sevenoaks we do not have the
same opportunity (at present) to
work amongst refugees. However,

we ARE part of a changing multi-
cultural society where we have the
opportunity to show God’s love and to
be a welcoming Church to the many
different nationalities now residing in
the area.

The changing nature of the UK
means that we will have to find new
and relevant ways to be Church in the
21st Century. The challenge for VBC is:
are we prepared to think outside the
box and to absorb the pain that often
comes with change?!

This Easter, I hope you will join
with me in reaching out with the
love of Jesus to people who feel
they have no one who loves them
or cares for them. Together, let us
show that the risen Jesus has the
power to save and transform
lives!
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CHURCHAGM review

Church members gathered together
Wednesday evening (29th March) for
our annual general meeting, to
reflect on all God has done for us
and to seek His guidance for the
coming year.

As church secretary Davida writes: “We
were a busy fellowship throughout the year
with continuous worship and activities. Our
regular worship and communion Sunday
services were well attended by a mix of
congregational ages ... The annual
Anniversary BBQ coincided with the
Queen’s birthday celebrations countrywide
and we had a great time, with thanks to
Guy and Alison Saunders”.

We received 13 new members, whilst
sadly two of our elderly lady members died,
Ivy Whitelock and June Richards. We had 3
newborns to members (Elias Gaynes, Renee
Esterhuyse and Leonard Ford) and we also
rejoiced at the dedications of Eve Wheeler
and Lucia Ford.

Are you a regular attender but not
a member? Perhaps you should
prayerfully consider your committ-
ment to the fellowship. If so, please
speak to Jim or one of the church
leaders to explore this further.

During the evening we received reports on
many of the church’s activities. If you want
to know more or get involved, please speak
to the relevant leader.

Crèche............................. Ann Gaston
Rascals............................. Sheila Pearson
Pastoral Care Team........... Hazel Elliott
World Mission Team.......... Martin Palmer
Solos; Luncheon Club

& Hollybush Court........ Monica Wain

Finances
Ken Das presented the members with
our 2016 financial report for
consideration and approval. After
many years of faithful service Ken is
stepping down and the members
approved Derek Ford as the new
church finance officer. Jim gave
thanks to Ken “for all he has done
over the last few years as Treasurer. It
has been much appreciated. We look
forward to Derek Ford taking up the
mantle of Treasurer, and pray that
God will bless him in this ministry”.
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Each year we receive Elizabeth’s supervisor’s endorsement
of her, which we thought encouraging to share in full...

TOP TIPS FOR SHARING
THE GOSPEL ACROSS
CULTURES
• Be prayerful - Pray for
opportunities with those you
find it a challenge to
befriend.
• Be a good listener -
Discover what’s behind a
culture. Assume the highest
about people.
• Be loving - Cultural errors
are easier to forgive if made
in love. A life of love makes
the gospel attractive to the
outsider.
• Be bold - Other cultures
are often happy to talk
about religion. Be bold – the
gospel is, after all, the
power of God for salvation.
• Be prepared - Read
books, learn to adapt the
way you share your faith by
befriending people of other
faiths, and attend training
events.

David Ng, Senior Lecturer in
Urban Cross-cultural Mission
challenges us on what it
means to be Christlike. 

FOLLOWING 
CHRIST'S EXAMPLE
If someone asked you what it means
to be like Jesus, what you would say?
Would you talk about his humility
and servant-heart? His preaching
ministry? His compassion and love?
All good answers. But a less
mentioned characteristic is how he
crossed boundaries and cultures for
the salvation of others. Paul’s
missionary approach to the
religiously, ethnically, socially and
culturally diverse city of Corinth was
to ‘become all things to all people,

so that by all means possible I might save some’ (1
Corinthians 9:22). It is tempting to think that Paul
was a super-Christian who nobody else in their
right mind would try to imitate. But Paul urges the
Corinthian Christians to do just that. His own
motivation for crossing cultures? Jesus. Paul says,
‘Follow my example, as I follow the example of
Christ’ (1 Corinthians 11:1). For Paul, crossing
cultures for the salvation of others is not an
optional extra for those who just happen to be
interested, but is for the whole church.
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Elizabeth & Wycliffe
Elizabeth requests prayer for their financial
position. Budgets
have been set
lower than they
were hoping for,
so if the Bena
team overspend
this will reduce
the funds for
other
languages. She
writes: “I am thankful for colleagues with
better heads for budgets than mine, but
would value your prayers that we see a
way through.”

Photo: Elizabeth and her Bena
translation team now have their own
room - and a new computer screen
she has just managed to purchase!

ALARIC is now

settled back in Japan.

He is concerned for

the OMF language

school which  is

down to five full-

time students and

needs more to continue to be

viable. It is the last remaining

mission language school in Japan. 

On a personal level he writes:

“Having been very ill in the UK I am

OK now but surrounded by people

with every conceivable cough, cold

and germ. Please pray for health

and decent rest. We are all

suffering from midwinter-itis at

present; pray for perseverance, joy

and strength Lifrom God. Many

thanks for all your kindness

and prayers; your support is

invaluable!”
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MISSIONARYUPDATE

Ann writes: “No days are ever
routine in Vellore, at least not for me.
There are constantly new patients to
see and care for and people to listen
to. Sadly I had to exist without my
faithful Gypsy [car] for nearly five
weeks. Needing to get the 7.30 bus
and often not returning home until
5.45pm has been tiring [in
temperatures up to 37C], combined
with a rather heavy work load was
what found me
succumbing to a rather
nasty virus.

My ticket is booked to
return to the UK at the
beginning of May. As
yet I do not have a
base so would value
your prayers.”

BMS Birthday Scheme sends
birthday greetings to:

2 April Margaret Palmer
4 April Jenny Marchant
11 April Hazel Elliott
14 April Felicity Boyden
28 April Susan Brown

Christine Faircloth

At BMS World Mission we often discuss what
transformation might mean for a community in
the Amazon, for a village in France, or for a
nation whose borders are sealed and where
there is no freedom of expression, movement or
belief. Transformation means change, of course,
but of what kind and to what extent? What does
transformation look like?

Read Leviticus26 4-6 and there you will find a
beautiful picture of how God, in part, sees a
transformed world. You'll see a climate that
encourages abundant crops and trees heavy with
fruit. There's mentlon of security, where one's
home is safe. You'll see an absence of fear of
the violence that wild animals or swords represent.

This is not complete transformation of course,
for the Old Testament could not yet declare the
coming of the king. These passages are
prophetic and depend on Jesus for their
realisation. Jesus who has "broken down the

dividing wall, that is, the hostility between
us" (Ephesians 2:14). Jesus, who set His

face towards Jerusalem, there to
die, to bear our sins, to destroy

the very death that makes
transformation necessary, his
empty tomb making
transformation possible.

In this season of Lent, we have the
opportunity to do three things.  Firstly,
to walk with God's people in the weeks
leading up to Easter. Good Friday and
Easter Sunday are where this

transformation was won.

Secondly, as we do around the world, so
too in our own country we are called to
be evangelists, to invite men and women
to come to Jesus and receive the
salvation He offers. lt's a free gift, but
one that has to be accepted.

Thirdly, pray that in the countries where
we work, abundant signs of transformation will
be plain for all to see.

7

David Kerrigan General Director of BMS World Mission

Transformation:
what does
it mean?



"Hi everyone,
I hope you’re all well! 
Back in January we took our youth and
children on a trip out to the Trampoline
Park in Tonbridge called "Go Jumping". 
Overall we took 17 both from Frantic
Fridays and also from our Sunday morning regulars, and
we had a great time!  In this issue of our magazine I

thought I’d leave you with a few pictures to give you
a flavour of what we got
up to. Take a look!

Best wishes,
Stefan."
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