
I hope to be able to continue to produce a regular Forward Magazine,
although it may be on a slightly more erratic basis, so please continue to
supply material for inclusion. The church magazine can only be as useful
as YOU make it, so please pass on anything you think will be of interest
to the fellowship. FINAL COPY DATE for the March issue is Sunday 28
February 2016.
So... See Margaret on Sunday, phone me on 01732 469486

Email me at martinpalmer1@sky.com
God bless, Martin.
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SEEKING TO BE THE HANDS AND FEET OF JESUS IN THE COMMUNITY



the portrait of Christ. The words
have become flesh, a person.

If you would magnify a portion of
the work, such as Christ’s Hand,
you could actually read the words.
The message of the artist is that the
New testament reveals one thing –
the person of Jesus Christ. Out of
the Word arises The Word – Jesus
Christ – the Word which became
flesh.

Perhaps the most important words
in the entire Bible are these: ‘The
Word became flesh and made His
dwelling among us.’ (Jn.1:14). This
is the great truth that sets
Christianity apart from all of the
other world religions. Our God has
not remained remote and
unapproachable, he has come to
us in person. He did not just write
us a letter. He did not just send a
representative. He did not just
speak His laws from a mountain.
He came to us as one of us. The
Infinite became an Infant. The
Eternal One became a wee one!
That is the amazing message of
Christmas.

This year, I will no doubt have
shown the new John Lewis
Christmas advert. Again, there are
so many messages we could draw
from it. It tells the story of a young
girl called Lily. Looking at the

At Christmas we remembered that
The Word became Flesh – God
Himself came down to man, and
became a  human being – just like
you and me. Those words are so
easy to say – but they are not so
easy to digest.

There is an amazing piece of
artwork done by a Korean artist
named Elder Rhee which is unique.
It took him two years to complete
the scroll. The artist meticulously
drew the picture by hand with a
very fine tipped pen. It is not a
painting, but a picture created by
writing thousands of words with
shaded letters. 

It is actually the entire New
Testament written out by hand.
There are about 185,000 words on
the scroll with an average of a
thousand words per line. The
letters are drawn, some thick and
some thin so that they bring out a
picture of Christ. There are twenty-
seven angels surrounding Christ
and looking to Him, representing
the twenty-seven books of the New
Testament. 

The original work was six feet long
by four feet wide. The figure of
Christ is not imposed onto the
words – instead, the words reveal
the picture of Christ as they are
inked light and dark to bring out
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PASTOR’SPIECE

Christians who stand up for
religious and human rights - and

to share the gospel with others -
continue to risk detention and
imprisonment around the world,
writes Release's Prisoners of Faith
Manager.

“In 2015 we witnessed the
continuing persecution of Christians in
countries such as Syria, Iraq, Iran,
Nigeria, North Korea and many
others.

In 2016 we expect that active
Christians will continue to be detained
and imprisoned by many different
repressive regimes. In China, for
example, the ongoing campaign to
demolish church buildings and to
remove their crosses was the catalyst
for peaceful protest from many
Chinese believers. This resulted in the
arrest, detention and imprisonment of
a number of Christians including
Huang Yizi and Beijing lawyer Zhang Kai.

If Christians continue to speak out
against injustice and to share their
faith boldly despite the risks, then we
are likely to see further arrests and
imprisonment not just in China but
also in Central Asia and the Middle
East.

Sharing Christ among Muslims is
seen as a heinous crime in many
Islamic nations, and could result in
long-term imprisonment. Iran is a
case in point. Because house churches

have continued to grow, there has
been a significant crackdown by the
authorities.

Christians in Iran are regularly
imprisoned on false political charges
relating to their Christian faith. Usually
they are convicted of 'undermining
national security' through attending or
organising house church meetings, or
sharing their faith. Again this trend is
set to continue across many parts of
the Muslim world.

In some countries governments
have introduced laws intended to
intimidate local Christians, restrict
church growth and discourage local
believers from meeting together. These
countries include: Laos, Vietnam,
Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan,
Turkmenistan and Indonesia.

Anti-conversion legislation in
countries such as India and the
notorious blasphemy laws in
Pakistan will also contribute to the
growing number of Christians
imprisoned for their faith.

In North Korea the Government
of the unpredictable Kim Jung Un has
arrested and imprisoned Christian
workers based in China who took aid
into North Korea. The arrest and
interrogation of South Korean
missionary Kim Jung-Wook led to
dozens of people being rounded up,
tortured, imprisoned - and even put to
death. In20l6 there are likely to be
further arrests and more Christians
imprisoned in North Korea, which
remains the most repressive nation in
the world.”



Devotional “Every Day with Jesus” from Felicity

moon through the family telescope
one night, she’s amazed at what
she finds … a man on the moon.
Lily watches as he goes about his
chores, all alone up there. She
becomes determined to get
something to the moon, to send
him a message and show him that
someone down here is thinking of
him – which she does. It finishes
with the caption ‘Show someone
they’re loved this Christmas.’

God sent us a message – through
His Son – He saw all of us lost and

lonely – and needing
a Saviour. He sent a
message through
Jesus that says,
‘You’re loved this
Christmas … by the
God of the whole
universe’ – Wow!

And, as we go into
the New Year, can I
challenge you in
2016, to carry that
message through the
way you live, into a
lost and lonely world.
Because, the way
Jesus, The Word,
becomes flesh to
those around us, is
through the way we
live and witness. He
wants you and I to be
His hands and feet in
the community,
bringing people
closer to a loving and

caring God. Will you do that?

I hope and pray in 2016 that we
grow closer to the One who has
not left us alone, but who wants us
to enter into a deeper and deeper
relationship with Him.

May God richly bless you all.
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(Deut. 33:27)

This was my baptism verse
some 43 years ago, and
despite the usual
family/personal ups and
downs, I have never had a
time in my life when I thought
it really applied - but God
always has His plans and so
the verse has meant a great
deal to me since my
diagnosis of Myeloma cancer
in December!

Both Margaret and I just
want to thank the fellowship
for your wonderful kindnesses
and prayers since, and the
expression of love we all have
for each other in Christ.
Because of the nature of the
disease I am pretty much
housebound for the next 6
months of intensive
chemotherapy, followed by
Bone Marrow Transplant
treatment in London, with the
hope and prayer of going
into a period of remission
thereafter. 

It is going to be hard
missing church and
fellowship, but we have such
a gracious God I know he will
continue to meet our needs in
every way.

God bless, Martin
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When He is Come. 
The 1860 Revival in Wales

ALARIC returned to Sapporo,
Japan on the 5th Jan. and is
settling back into his work. PRAISE
God that his fathers’ recent brain
scan shows no sign of demenia or
Parkinson’s. This is a great relief
and will enable Alaric to feel more
settled in his short to mid-term
plans.

He moves to a new
church fellowship
(Hiragishi Izumi
church), after the past
9 years at Wakaba
church, so we pray
that he will settle into
the new fellowship
and know God’s
blessing on his
ministry.
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MISSIONARYUPDATE

Mike & Daveen Wilson
have now agreed to a
mission placement in
Portugal with the European
Christian Mission. They
should by now have settled
into Pavia, Alentjo,
and we will
hopefully be
able to bring
some more
b a c k g r o u n d
information in
the coming
months as they
settle into their
new work. 

Elizabeth’s Prayer Requests
Praise...
* For peaceful elections and a new Tanzanian government. 
* For the rain we have had thus far. 
* For permission from the funders to recruit a Bena back translator. 

Please pray...
• For no further technical hitches so I can complete notes in Revelation and

start TA check in chapters 1-11.  
• For the recruitment process of a Bena back translator, the provision of good

candidates and wisdom for all involved in the process of intervew and
selection. 

• For the recruitment of literacy staff in the Bena region, that these positions
would be filled. 

• That there would be sufficient rain to water the ground and promote
healthy crop growth. 

• For the new president of Tanzania and those who work alongside him in
government. 

View of Pavia, Portugal
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MARCH PRAYER DIARY
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(Hebrews 13:8)

Sunday 6 Release International
7 Mervyn & Ann Gaston
8 George & Eileen Henderson
9 Coffee Club

10 Wendy Holden
11 Denise James
12 Ruby Jurado

Sunday 13 BMS Birthday Scheme
14 Colin & Flora King
15 Miller & Shirley Lang
16 AGM
17 Vineta Lasmane
18 Elis & James London
19 - Natalie, Peter & Jonathan

Sunday 20 Palm Sunday Service
21 Colin London-Latter
22 Hot cross buns to Hollybush
23 Tim & Jennie Longthorne
24 - Amelia
25 Good Friday Service
26 Myrtle Lyle

Sunday 27 Easter Sunday Service
28 Richard & Jenny Marchant
29 Ruby Marchant
30 World Mission P.M. 8-9pm
31 Gavin & Fiona Murray

April 1 Mark Murray
2 Martin & Margaret Palmer

Please pray daily for outreach through our membership
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Please pray daily for our Pastor, his wife and family

FEBRUARY PRAYER DIARY
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(2 Cor. 5:17)

Sunday 7 Leprosy Mission
8 Nicky Calvert
9 Christopher Chattell

10 Luncheon Club 12.30pm
11 David & Jenny Checkley
12 Gus & Jenny Copeland
13 Jim & Sylvia Crockett

Sunday 14 Baptist Missionary Society
15 Ken & Bernice Das
16 Clive & Ruth Doubleday
17 Ministry Leaders’ Meeting
18 Bert & Hazel Elliott
19 Helen Ellis
20 Maintenance Team

Sunday 21 Orphaids
22 Michelle & Nick Ellis
23 - Calum & Niamh
24 Rascals
25 Jacobus & Karien Esterhuyse
26 - Klarissa
27 Chris Faircloth

Sunday 28 Smile
29 Mike & Sharon Francis

March 1 - Luca & Jonti
2 Youth Prayer Meeting 8.30pm
3 Ian Fielder
4 Davin & Rachel Gayner
5 - Reid
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