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SEEKING TO BE THE HANDS AND FEET OF JESUS IN THE COMMUNITY



‘Christmas is a time for sharing.’

Of course, as Christians, we
believe that it goes much much
deeper than that, but the truth is
that Christmas started with
‘sharing.’ God ‘sharing’ His Son
with us. God GIVING His Son for
us. 2000 years ago the ‘Silent
Night’ was abruptly broken when
an angel told the shepherds a
baby had been born – then a
multitude of angels began praising
God, saying, ‘Glory to God in the
highest, and on earth peace,
goodwill towards men.’

Over these past few months we
have been thinking a lot about

Well, here we are … it’s
Christmas again – a time for

... well, Christmas adverts!! Or so it
seems. All the big stores are vying
with each other to win our affection
and our money! But, behind it all
this year, there are some great
messages coming out. I don’t know
which advert has caught your
attention the most – John Lewis?
Marks and Sparks? Or … my
favourite … Sainsburys! Their
official ad has been made in
conjunction with the British Legion,
inspired by the real events of
Christmas 1914. The ad centres
around the singing of ‘Silent Night’
by the British and German troops,
and ends with the caption
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PASTOR’SPIECE
The church magazine can only be as useful as YOU make it, so please pass on
anything you think will be of interest to the fellowship. FINAL COPY DATE for the
February/March issue is Sunday 18 January 2015.
So... See me on Sunday, phone me on 01732 469486

Email me at martinpalmer1@sky.com
God bless, Martin.
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ED’SLASTWORD

Vine Baptist Church
Park Lane, Sevenoaks TN13 3UP

01732 740634

Sunday Services start at 10.30 am

Grape 7 for 3-10 year olds
Contact Sylvia Crockett 01732 452905

or Alison Saunders 01732 454455

Soul Purpose for 13-18 year olds
Meet Sunday evenings at 6:30 pm

in the Carey Hall
Contact Holly 07816 955561

Rascals for pre-school children & babies
Meet Wednesday’s from 10.00-11.30am
Contact Sheila Pearson 01732 454524

CONTACTS:

Rev Jim Crockett
Pastor 01732 452905

Fiona Murray
Administrator 01732 360866

Davida Woodman
Secretary 01732 459741

The church office is open Tuesday’s & Thursday’s 9am - 3.30pm

vinebaptistchurch@talktalk.net
www.vinebaptistchurch.org.uk
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MERCY AND GRACE
IN TIME OF NEED
by Lyndon Bowring,
Executive Chairman, CARE

From time to time, in the face of our
own and others' suffering, we may
question why it is something God
allows. The sad truth is that for many,
life seems very unfair. Difficult things
happen to lovely people while health,
wealth and happiness is enjoyed by
many who lead selfish, dishonest and
cruel lives.

The question: 'Why doesn't God do
more?' has been asked a million
times, but in sending His beloved Son
God answered. Jesus lived among us
and suffered intensely on the cross
when His Father turned away and
rejected Him. He became sin, bearing
the full wrath of God that should have
fallen on us. I believe with all my heart
that the sovereign God, who is our
suffering Saviour, cares more about
pain, cruelty, disease, damage,
danger and death than we could ever
know or imagine.

ln CARE we are constantly made
aware of innocent people who
struggle through no fault of their own
– the newly born child with special
needs, the person who is physically
disabled or terminally ill, the adult with
learning disabilities, the one who has
been trafficked and enslaved into a life
of forced labour or sexual abuse, the
woman struggling to come to terms

with an abortion she now deeply
regrets, the individual caught up in
pornography addiction and the child
exposed to harmful online material.

When I contemplate the vast
fortunes made by those who traffic
adults and children for sexual
exploitation and forced labour, the
private clinic owners who reap greater
profit the more abortions they perform,
the pornographers who make money
from producing and distributing violent
and graphic material where women
are abused, my heart grieves and I get
angry. But I take great comfort from the
Psalmist: 'surely God is good to Israel,
to those who are pure in heart, but as
for me my foot almost slipped, I almost
lost my footing. I envied the arrogant
when I saw the prosperity of the wicked
... until I entered the sanctuary of God.
Then I understood their final destiny.'

We thank God for the privilege
CARE has of being a Christian voice in
the UK Parliaments and Assemblies
and in Brussels - initiating and
supporting legislation that reflects His
truth and compassion.

Genesis 18:25 challenges us: 'Shall
not the judge of all the earth do right?'
and God promises that 'at the set time
that I appoint I will judge with equity’
(Psalm72:1-2). Meanwhile He calls us
to preach the gospel and to exercise
our gospel responsibility - and bring
healing, help, comfort, and hope to
others wherever and whenever we can.

SOCIALISSUES

light that has penetrated your
darkness?

When God ‘shared’ His Son with
us, it was so that we might get to
know Him, love Him and respond
to Him – so that we might give our
lives back to Him. The way we do
that is by coming to the cross and
asking for and receiving His
forgiveness for all the wrong we
have committed. And then allowing
Him to fill our lives through His
Spirit, so that we might share the
greatest news that has ever been
given – "that God so loved the
world, he gave His one and only
Son, so that whoever believes in
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‘peace’ – and the sacrifice
of so many lives given so
that we might enjoy peace
today. BUT, the greatest
sacrifice of all, was that
given by Jesus Christ,
when He came to be our
Saviour.

At Christmas we think and
sing about the baby in a
manger, and perhaps we
have all sorts of images in
our mind about how that
might have looked and felt
all those years ago. Many
artists have tried to
capture that scene in their
paintings. But, one of the
greatest paintings is the
one by Rembrandt ‘The
Adoration of the
Shepherds.’ It portrays the
darkened stable in Bethlehem
where two shepherds kneel beside
the manger while other people
stand further away. One man holds
a lantern, but the brightest light
isn’t the one shining from the
lantern, but from the Christ-child,
illuminating those who have
gathered close to Him.

As I thought about that painting, I
was reminded that each person
may see a different story in it, but
just maybe each of us is also
represented somewhere in that
stable. This Christmas are you
kneeling in worship, standing back
in hesitation or hiding from the
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HOMEGROUPS
Usually meet after the 1st and 3rd Sunday’s of the month (Sunday

Communion), but please consult leaders below for actual meeting days.

Tuesday Jenny Marchant 01732 457795 
Wednesday Helen Ellis 01732 883250
Thursday Nick Ellis 01732 351774

Val Pitt 01959 523110
meeting at Martin & Margaret Palmer 01732 469486

Friday Monica Wain 01732 455356

May you have a very happy
Christmas and a truly
blessed New Year.

him will not perish, but will have
eternal life."

NOW, surely that’s something
worth sharing this Christmas.
Christmas invites us to step out of
the shadows of darkness and to
allow the light of Christ to shine into
our hearts. 

This Christmas, you will have
opportunities to share the love of
God with those you meet – family,
friends, work colleagues etc – and
in the words of the John Lewis ad
(just to show I’m not biased!) –
‘GIVE SOMEONE THE CHRISTMAS
THEY’VE BEEN DREAMING OF!’
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Alaric will be home for
Christmas and on leave
throughout 2015. We look
forward to seeing him
sometime - watch this space!

Elizabeth gives praise for
the publication of Bena Luke.
Pray that it will sell welt and
transform lives in the Bena
community.

R.l. Nigeria Scores of
Christians have been killed
in two states in Nigeria.
These reports seem to
undermine the Nigerian
military's agreed truce with
Boko Haram.

BMS Approaching Christ-
mas, and appreciating the
unhygienic stable where
Mary gave birth, prav that
world leaders will make a
fresh commitment to
reducing maternal mortality
within the Millennium
Development Goals beyond
2015.

Orphaids For a little while
now John Hart has been
struggling with health issues
and the Orphaids UK Trust
have been working out ways
to release him from some
tasks, while, at the same
time, retain his involvement
in a different way. 

MISSIONARYUPDATE
ALMOST COMPLETE!!

After eleven years the new Social, Medical
and Training Centre in Sofia, Bulgaria is
almost complete. Plans are being made for
the official opening day in September
2015. The process of certifying the
building is long and arduous but the last
stage has been reached and they hope it
will be completed before the end of this
year or early in 2015. Only then can they
get into the building to finally fit it out and
expand the services already being
provided for the homeless, Roma children,
the elderly, poor families, refugees from
syria and many other people in need. 

Detailed plans for the opening cannot be
made until the authorities have finally
signed it off. They need to fit it out with
furniture, soft furnishings, catering
equipment, audio-visual equipment, and
all the many things needed to make it
ready for occupation.

Already 50 people are fed each week-day
from the back of a van parked near Sofia's
coach station. The new Feeding Centre will
provide better facilities and enable more
homeless and elderly people to be fed.

50% of our Christmas Day offering
will be going to Sofia for their Winter
Fund. In addition to those mentioned
above, they also take food to Orphanages
and cards and small gifts for the children
at Christmas time. Do plan to give
generously. As Teddy said on a previous
occasion: “Don't count your privileges
- let your privileges count”.

BMS Birthday Scheme
Dec. 23 Val Pitt  • Jan 14 Gus Copeland
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JANUARY PRAYER DIARY

“When they saw the child, the wise men bowed
down and worshipped Him” (Matt. 2:11 NIV)

Sunday 4 Tear Fund
5 Anthea Taylor
6 Monica Wain
7 Rascals
8 Carole Ward
9 Church Cleaner

10 Ivy Whitelock
Sunday 11 Orphaids

12 Anna-Teresa Whitelock
13 Girlfriends 10.30am
14 Ministry Leaders’ Meeting 8pm
15 Betty Williams
16 Church Flowers & Distribution
17 Martin & Maggie Williams

Sunday 18 London City Mission
19 Davida & Colin Woodman
20 Maintenance Team
21 "Forward" Magazine Team
22 Barrie Worsell
23 Richard & Angie Anstead
24 - Thomas & Ethan

Sunday 25 World Leprosy Day
26 Sally Aylward
27 Church Housekeeping
28 Vine Coffee Shop 10am
29 SMILE International
30 WMAG 7.30pm
31 Distribution of Good News Papers

Please pray daily for Outreach through our Membership

DECEMBER PRAYER DIARY

“Let us go to Bethlehem and see what God

has revealed to us” (Luke 2:15 TM)

Sunday 7 Barbara Bates
8 Elizabeth Broomhall, WBT
9 Home Group Week

10 Luncheon Club Carol Service
11 Church Christmas Meal 7.30pm
12 Lea Ragsdell
13 Margaret Rattray 

Sunday 14 Family Nativity Service
15 Alaric Dunsmore-Rouse, OMF
16 June Richards
17 Rascals
18 Margaret Roberton
19 Trudy Rowland
20 - Chantelle & Natasha

Sunday 21 Carols by Candlelight 6.30pm
22 Family A., Afghanistan
23 Guy & Alison Saunders
24 Jan & Martin Saunders
25 Christmas Day Service 10am
26 Jay & Phoenix Shin/Zhang
27 - Alexander

Sunday 28 Release International
29 Family B., Lebanon
30 Faith & Robin Stanley
31 Claus & Sara Steinbrecher

Jan 1 - & Family
2 Kathy & Shaun Taylor
3 - Benjamin & Hannah

Please pray daily for our Pastor and his wife

5



6

christmas 
XTRA
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Can you spot the mistakes? There are 10 to
find, then you can colour in the picture.

ANSWERS
Manger leg missing, feeding bottle, ABC brick, shepherd’s feet wrong way, flying crook,
camcorder, horned sheep, giraffe, faceless sheep, view through window upside down.


