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behaviour; to acknowledge our own
guilt; to ask for forgiveness, and for
help to change. There are also helpful
aids in reminding us of some of the
things we can put into action in our
own lives which can make an impact
on the community in which we live.

I hope that you will take these days,
leading up to
R e m e m b r a n c e
Sunday, to pray
seriously for our
world and for our
own personal lives.

A CALL TO PRAYER

The second immediate way you can
become more proactive in your prayer
life is to join with us on September 5th
at 8pm for our corporate prayer time
at the Church, when we will be
praying for the life of the Church. 

We desperately need to see God
moving in power in our Church – and
as I preached, God moves in power
when his people are serious about
wanting Him to move. 

I truly believe that the spiritual state
within our Church can be measured
by the response to us as God’s people
getting together to pray. Do we REALLY
REALLY want God to move – or like
that wee boy’s prayer do we actually
just like it the way we are right now?

Please hear me when I say that we

PASTOR’SPIECE

Alittle boy was overheard praying,
"Lord, if You can’t make me a
better boy, don’t worry about it.

I’m having a really good time just the
way I am!"

We may smile … but I wonder if
there is more truth in those words than
we would care to admit!

As I write this article, we are just
finishing a series I have been
preaching on ‘Prayer’ called ‘Prayer
Changes Everything.’ I hope that all of
us have been challenged to get serious
about our prayer lives and the power
of God that is available to us through
prayer – not only to change us, but
also to change the circumstances in
which we personally, and corporately
as a Church, find ourselves.

There are two immediate ways we
can become more proactive in our
prayer lives as a Church. 

REMEMBRANCE 100
During August I promoted
‘Remembrance 100’, which is being
coordinated by the Christian Charity
‘HOPE Together’. It is a call for
Christians everywhere to use the 100
days leading up to Remembrance
Sunday in November to pray for our
Country and for our world – to pray for
peace; for reconciliation; for justice.
The reflections in the prayers also offer
us reminders to pray for our own
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THE CHURCH MAGAZINE can only be as useful as YOU make it, so please
pass on anything you think will be of interest to the fellowship.
FINAL COPY DATE for the November issue is Sunday 21 October 2018.

So... See me on Sunday’s, phone me on 01732 469486 or
Email me at martinpalmer1@sky.com

God bless, Martin P.

Sunday Services
start at 10.30 am

Grape 7 for 3-10 year olds
During Sunday service
Contact: Michelle Ellis 
01732 669692

Rascals
for pre-school children & babies. Meet
Wednesday’s from 10.00-11.30am
Contact: Sheila Pearson 
01732 454524

Frantic Fridays for 8-11 s
Meet Friday evenings at 5-7pm
Contact: Stefan Reckless 
07772 792035

Vibe Youth Club for 11-16 s
Meet Friday evenings at 7-9pm
Contact: Stefan Reckless 
07772 792035

CHuRCH

CONTACTS:
PASTOR: Rev Jim Crockett 01732 452905
ADMINISTRATOR: Fiona Murray 01732 360866
SECRETARY: Maggie Williams 01474 871233
YOUTH WORKER: Stefan Reckless 07772 792035  email: stefan_reckless2@hotmail.co.uk

The church office is open Tuesday & Thursday 9am - 3.30pm
Vine Baptist Church, Park Lane, Sevenoaks TN13 3UP. Tel. 01732 740634
vinebaptistchurch@talktalk.net     www.vinebaptistchurch.org.uk

A C T I V I T I E S CHuRCHC O N T A C T S
Church Leaders:
Church Secretary - Maggie Williams
Finance - Ken Das
Maintenance - James/Colin
Outreach -  James Penn
Pastoral - Hazel Elliott
World Mission - Martin Palmer
Worship - Fiona Murray
Youth - Stefan Reckless

Home Group Leaders:
Helen Ellis 
Jenny Marchant 
Monica Wain
Martin Williams 

Data Protection Officer:
Maggie Williams

Prayer Chain:
Felicity Boyden / Hazel Elliott

Church Magazine:
Martin Palmer
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HOMEGROUPS
Usually meet after the 1st and 3rd Sunday’s of the month,

but please speak to the leaders below for
actual meeting days

THURSDAY

Martin Williams

Tel:
01474 871233

FRIDAY

Monica Wain

Tel:
01732 455356

WEDNESDAY

Helen Ellis

Tel:
01732 883250

Home Groups start back in September - if
you are not already a member then speak
to one of the group leaders below - TODAY!

THURSDAY

Jenny Marchant

Tel:
01732 457795

come to pray because PEOPLE ARE
HEADING TO A LOST ETERNITY IN
HELL. They need Jesus – and if we as
Christians do not believe in the power
of prayer – the power to change lives
.. to change our world … then what
hope is there for us as church?; what
hope is there for our world?

Someone once said, ‘The purpose
of prayer is to draw us close to
the heart of God so that our will,

our deepest desires, will be those of
God and not our own.’ Surely this is
what we want … isn’t it? Don’t you just
long to get so close to the heart of
God that you can feel His heart
beating? To desire the things that He
desires; to act in the way you know he
would want you to act?

In my series on prayer we looked at
the release of the Apostle Peter from
jail, recorded in Acts 12. In acts 12:5
it says ‘All the time that Peter was
under heavy guard in the jailhouse,
the church prayed for him most
strenuously’ (The Message). The word
‘strenuously’ is a medical term
describing the stretching of a muscle
to its limits.

When we come together for prayer,
I hope we will pray STRENUOUSLY. I
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hope we will stretch ourselves; our
faith; our trust in God … to the limits!

I know that in the Bible Jesus says
that ‘where two or three gathered
together in My name, there am I in the
midst of them’ (Matt.18:20). I believe
that … but in the words of a
conference I attended this week …
THERE IS MORE. Much more – and
much more power available to us than
we can even begin to imagine. 

And I believe that when the church
is serious about prayer – and there are
more than 2 or 3 gathered together …
then, and only then, will we really see
God’s power at work in our midst.

Remember Paul’s words in
Ephesians 3:20-21? ‘Now to Him who
is able to do IMMEASURABLY MORE
than all we ask or imagine, according
to His power that is at work within us,
to him be glory in the church and in
Christ Jesus throughout all
generations, for ever and ever!’. Read
those words again …. Think of all you
can imagine if you wanted God to
answer all your prayers … and then
understand THERE IS MORE … MORE
than you can even imagine!! Do you
believe that?

If you do, then please, please let us
get together to pray on September 5th
– and let us see what God can do. In
Deut.4:29 we read these words: 

‘But even there, if you
seek God, your God, you’ll
be able to find Him if you’re
serious, looking for him with
your whole heart and soul’
(The Message).
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BMS Birthday Scheme sends
birthday greetings to:

18 Sept. Helen Ellis
29 Sept. Barrie Worsell

10 Oct. Myrtle Lyle

CHURCH
PRAYER

MEETING
Weds.5th Sept at 8pm

RIDE & STRIDE
Friends of Kent Churches

Annual Bike Ride

Saturday 8th September

The church will be open to
receive walkers and cyclists
from 10am - 6pm.

Volunteers are needed to
welcome competitors. Please
speak to Helen Ellis if you
are able to help during the
day.

Sunday 7th October

HARVEST

THANKSGIVING

SERVICE

Friday 5th October 7pm
Alan McNaughton is hosting an
evening concert with Noel & Tricia
Richards, in celebration of his 60th
birthday. Light snacks and drinks
will be provided during the interval.

All are welcome, so
come and bring
family and friends
for a FREE
evening’s
entertainment.

Thank you
Alan !!
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So secondly, what blessings do
we receive knowing God as our

Father?

1. Our Father is the most
loving ‘[for] we know and rely on
the love God has for us. God is
love.’ (1 Jn.4:16). The affections of
our earthly fathers are but stone
compared to God’s love for His
children, ‘you are precious and
honoured in my sight, and I love
you’ (Is.43:4). No father is like our
Father for love – for He loves us
entirely as He loves His own
beloved Son, Christ Jesus our
Saviour. 

‘The Lord your God is with
you, He is mighty to save. He
will take great delight in you,
He will quiet you with His love’

(Zeph.3:17).

2. God as Father is perfect in
wisdom. ‘The only wise God’ (1
Tim.1:17). He knows the best way
to bring about His designs. He
knows what is best for us, how to
lead us, how to care for us, how to
comfort us. 

‘And we know that in all things
God works for the good to
those who love Him’

(Rom.8:28 also 
1 Peter 1:6; 2 Cor.7:6).

3. Our God is the best Father
because He is everlasting. He is
‘from everlasting to everlasting’
and ‘I am the Alpha and Omega

says the Lord, who is and who was
and who is to come’ (Rev.1:8 also
1 Tim.6:16). So if we are children
of God then we too shall never
finally perish. Death and sin cannot
claim us for ‘there is no
condemnation to them that are in
Christ’ (Rom. 8:1).

‘I give them eternal life, and
they shall never perish; no-one
can snatch them out of my
hand’

(John 10:28 also 5:24). 

So as we approach God in
prayer we come in holy

reverence, yet in perfect assurance;
for the thrice holy, eternal, all
knowing, everlasting creator of
heaven and earth is OUR
PRECIOUS FATHER! 

Therefore we can also come with
boldness. The child goes with
confidence to their earthly father,
‘how much more shall your
heavenly Father give his Holy Spirit
to them that ask Him?’ (Luke
11:13). So run to your heavenly
Father in all conditions – for mercy
and for blessing.

Come often to your Father in
prayer. Let us depend on Him

for all our needs. Let us believe in
Him as the Saviour of our souls,
and let us bring glory to His name
as His people here on earth. For
OUR FATHER is in Heaven and
Hallowed be His Name.     

MP
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We are called to be a
people of prayer. 

So it is vital we know how to pray,
and where better to start than

Jesus’ own guidance at the
beginning of the Lord’s Prayer: 

’this is how you should pray’
(Mtt.6:9).  

But before we can consider how to
pray it is important that we come in
the right spirit to prayer. And this is
given to us in the first two words of
the Lord’s prayer: ‘Our Father...’

The descriptive ‘Father’ here
stands for the whole of the Deity.
We address ourselves in prayer to
God alone. Whether in private or
corporate prayer we are not
praying to ourselves or to each
other, but to the triune, everlasting
God of Heaven!

This conveys two thoughts. Firstly

how reverent we should be; and
secondly how blessed we are. 

As we come to pray we come to
our Creator. We do not lay our
petitions to some earthly authority,
but to the King of Kings and Lord of
Lords. Yet we come not to God
simply as our creator or our judge,
but God calls us to speak to Him as
‘our Father’.

He is our Father by election ‘for
He chose us in him before the
foundation of the world’ (Eph.1:4)
and He is our Father by special
grace, for we are said to be ‘born
of God’ (I John 3:9) and ‘since you
are a son, God has made you also
an heir’ (Gal.4:7 also Rom.8:17).

It is only we, saved by grace and
sanctified, that can say ‘Our Father
who is in Heaven’! By saving grace
we are brought into union with
Christ and we are adopted as sons,
‘now if we are children, then we
are heirs – heirs of God and co-
heirs with Christ’ (Rom 8:17), and
so by faith can call our Maker, our
Father also (Heb.2:11).

Heavenly
PRAYER

It’s the end of summer and
into September, which means
a new school term. It’s an
exciting time to welcome some
new faces to the Mission - a
group of LCM Pioneers and
gap year placements. Please
remember them in your
prayers as they prepare to
serve alongside our

missionaries.

SOFIA Baptist Church
We have supported the
Baptist Church in Sofia,
Bulgaria over many years.
And the amazing story of
their vision for a new church
building and Renewal
Centre is retold in this book
‘Can God be Trusted’ by
Tedi & Didi Oprenov. 

A copy is available to
borrow from Martin Palmer.
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MISSIONARYUPDATE
ALARIC reports
from Japan: 

“There has been
much cause for
rejoicing since I last wrote. We had a total
of 63 students attend the final barbecue.
This was a fantastic opportunity for non-
Christians and Christians to meet. I think
it was also great to see Christians stand
up in the middle of a group and openly
state they were Christian.

Mrs Sakane has made an unequivocal
statement of belief! She has understood
what is involved and has committed her
life to Christ. A number of other people
have started attending church regularly.

Continue to pray for the church’s
protection. Recently there was the o-bon
festival, where families gather around the

grave to worship the spirits of
their ancestors. For Christians it
was a hugely depressing
spectacle. Pray that the church
can be real light and a source of
hope in the community.”

ELIZABETH gives
PRAISE for the time
she had back in the
UK with her father

and for her safe return to Mbeya. 
She particularly requestes PRAYER

for the situation for herself (and her
colleagues) over the re-issue of
work and residence permits,
required for them to continue their
work in Tanzania - “please pray for
me as I wait, to keep trusting Him
who holds the future.”

“It is a

remarkable book of

a fellowship’s vision

and faith, and of

God’s provision

and God’s blessing

upon a people

committed to

serving God at

all costs.”

Alaric
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