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amateurish creations as similar in
value to the creations of experts.’ In
other words, the researchers found
that when we get personally
involved in a project, we have a
greater affection for the end
product – even when we know it
isn’t perfect.

One of the researchers for the
study described the Ikea Effect this
way: "Imagine that you built a
table. Maybe it came out a little
crooked. Probably your spouse or

your neighbour would see
it for what it is – a shoddy
piece of workmanship. But
to you that table might
seem really great, because
you’re the one who
created it. It’s the fruit of
your labour. And that is
really behind the Ikea

effect."
I write all this because some of

us might be asking, "Why should I

Over these past weeks we
have been going through a
series ‘Who’d be a Baptist?
And we have been looking at
the five core values of what it
means to be a Baptist and a
Baptist Church – what principles
do we hold to? My hope is that by
doing this we will understand more
clearly what God has called us to
do and how we are to relate to
each other within the Church.

I read recently that a team of
researchers from three universities
have identified a phenomenon that
they call "The Ikea Effect." The
name derives from the love millions
of people feel for Ikea, the wildly
successful Swedish-based company
whose products usually arrive with
some assembly required. In a series
of experiments,
the researchers
had participants
assemble Ikea
products. Fold
origami projects,
and build sets of
Legos. The study
c o n c l u d e d
‘Participants experienced the
increase in valuation of self-made
products. They saw their
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PASTOR’SPIECE
The church magazine can only be as useful as YOU make it, so please pass on
anything you think will be of interest to the fellowship. FINAL COPY DATE for the
December/January issue is Sunday 22 November 2015.
So... See me on Sunday, phone me on 01732 469486

Email me at martinpalmer1@sky.com
God bless, Martin.
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ED’SLASTWORD

Vine Baptist Church
Park Lane, Sevenoaks TN13 3UP

01732 740634

Sunday Services start at 10.30 am

Grape 7 for 3-10 year olds
Contact Sylvia Crockett 01732 452905

or Alison Saunders 01732 454455

Soul Purpose for 13-18 year olds
Meet Sunday evenings at 6:30 pm

in the Carey Hall
Contact Holly 07816 955561

Rascals for pre-school children & babies
Meet Wednesday’s from 10.00-11.30am
Contact Sheila Pearson 01732 454524

CONTACTS:

Rev Jim Crockett
Pastor 01732 452905

Fiona Murray
Administrator 01732 360866

Davida Woodman
Secretary 01732 459741

The church office is open Tuesday’s & Thursday’s 9am - 3.30pm

vinebaptistchurch@talktalk.net
www.vinebaptistchurch.org.uk
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Here in our church we have
celebrated Jim and Sylvia’s ten years
of ministry among us.

The Salvation Army celebrates 150
years of service. Founded in 1865 by
William Booth. A plaque appears on
a building in
Nottingham which
reads ‘In this house
was born on 10th April
1829 William Booth,
Founder and General
of the Salvation Army.’

The Henry Wood Promenade
Concert Season has been
celebrating its 120th Anniversary.
Henry Wood conducted the Proms
until his death in 1944. Later in life he
did share the conducting with Basil
Cameron and Sir Adrian Boult. The
first series of Concerts began in 1895.
He was knighted by King Edward VII

in 1911. He
arranged the well-
known Fantasia on
British Sea Songs for
the 1905 centenary
celebrations of the
Battle of Trafalgar.
These are always
played on the last
night of the Proms.  

Seventy five years ago Spitfire and
Hurricane pilots scrambled to fight the
Battle of Britain. 

Also this year is the centenary of the
death of Edith Cavell. She was born
in in 1865, the daughter of a vicar
living in Swardeston, Norfolk. At her
last school she was taught French to
which Edith showed a flair and as a

result in 1890 took a post in Brussels
as a Governess and became a fluent
French speaker. In 1895 she returned
to Norfolk to nurse her father and this
experience made her resolve to take
up a nursing career which she
undertook at the Royal London
Hospital in Whitechapel.

In 1897 an epidemic of typhoid
fever broke out in Maidstone and
Edith with other nurses were sent to
assist as West Kent Hospital could not
cope. Out of 1,847 cases only 132
had died. In recognition of the work
the people of Maidstone organised a
collection for the 166 nurses and each
received a silver medal at the
Maidstone Museum in December 1897. 

In 1907 Edith returned to Brussels
as Matron of a new nursing school.
She was in Britain when war was
declared and returned to
Belgium. From November
1914 onwards she
sheltered retreating
British soldiers. In
August 1915 she
was betrayed and on
3rd August she was
arrested and was
executed in Brussels
at dawn on 12th
October 1915 on the
orders of the German
authorities.

In 1919 her body was
returned to Britain and given
a state funeral in Westminster Abbey
on 19th May that year. She was
reburied in the grounds of Norwich
Cathedral. To commemorate her
centenary this year, work is to go
ahead to restore her grave in the
grounds of Norwich cathedral. 

Helen Ellis

2015 - A year of Anniversaries get involved in the life of Vine
Baptist Church? Why should I
become a member?" And there are
several good answers to this, but I
think the main one is because it
gives you a sense of ownership. It’s
because we become part of the
creation and the life of VBC. I have
preached in recent weeks about
what it means to be a Community –
that each one of us has gifts that
are needed to be used within the
context of God’s Church here at
VBC. 

But, it’s not just a sense of ‘what
can I give’ – as if by sacrificing, we
don’t receive anything back. The
truth is that when we give, we
actually receive, because we
become part of something much
bigger than ourselves. There is a
sense of purpose and achievement
– and according to the Bible this
best happens in the context of the
Church – as we pull together.

It is so easy sometimes to sit at
the side and to complain when
things are not being done the way
that we would like them to be done
– but actually, we will only begin to
really appreciate the Church and
other people, when we ourselves
decided to commit ourselves to the
cause – to roll up our sleeves and
get ‘stuck-in.’ And believe it or not
– you might actually find it to be
‘fun’ ... but don’t tell too many
people!

A n d
one final
t h i n g :
we may
look at
t h e
Chu r ch
and see all the faults ... but do you
know what Jesus sees? Well, it’s
His Church, and He created it ...
and when He looks at it He is
proud of it ... just as a bridegroom
looks at his bride and sees nothing
but beauty ... so, that’s how Jesus
sees His Church – and I think that
that’s amazing and so wonderful. 

SO – WHY DON’T YOU
BECOME PART OF IT HERE AT
VINE BAPTIST CHURCH.
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“Hey Big Spender”

Shirley Bassey was
singing with gusto on my
home radio – a favourite
of mine and so I had to
listen to the end, loving
her voice and imagining
her on stage.  Then it
finished, the radio was
turned off and I was
turning to my daily Bible
reading.  The study note
started with a quote by
Charles Wesley "To spend
and to be spent for those
who have not yet my
Saviour known".  I was a
bit taken aback but it
has led me to ponder on
the word ‘spend’ and
being a ‘spender’ in a
way I’d never thought of
before.  When I was
financially poor, to be
spender of money was
difficult and now I am
financially better off,
it seems easier.  When I
was poor in spirit but
wanted to know more about
Jesus it seemed easy to
spend time on discovering
about him.  Now that I
have found Jesus I wonder
if it is still as easy to
spend that time knowing
more about him and indeed
to be spent so that
others may also know him
as Saviour.  I have a
challenge to be a ‘big
spender’!

Davida

BMS Birthday Scheme
Oct 10 Myrtle Lyle
Nov 3 Bert Elliott
Nov 6 June Richards

Nov 23 Monica Wain
Nov 25 Faith Stanley

Huge congratulations to our intrepid
Triathlon competitors in the Hever
Castle Triathlon, with Kathy on the
swim leg, Alison on the bike and Sylvia
finishing with the run. They are
raising money for a new classroom at
St Lawrence primary school - so do
speak to them if you haven’t already
signed up for sponsorship!

“We completed it in 
1 hour 46 mins, a
time which we feel is
respectable for a trio
of non-athletic, middle-
aged headteachers!” 

Alison
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hands as
more shocks
came and
the ground
wobbled like
a water bed
or ship at
sea. Gates,
trees and
w i n d o w s
w a v e d
around and
we heard the
occas iona l
loud crashing sound and the swoosh
of outside walls turning to rubble."
Like many, Andy and Jenny are
having to adapt emotionally to the
trauma they have been through. 

"Alongside the physical aftershocks
are the emotional ones," they wrote.
"At first, thoughts are primarily of
survival, keeping safe, getting food,
water and bedding. Then the
emotions start kicking in. Of course
there is fear and anxiety. The
prolonged aftershocks leave you
constantly on alert, so sleep is

difficult, you may get tired and
irritable. The images you have of
furniture falling or walls and stairs
shaking and warping, unexpectedly
and vividly, come back to haunt you."

Ian and Cynthia Chadwell, on
their blog, started to contemplate
the long-term implications of the
tragedy on the country. "Whilst we
know there is much that needs to be
done in terms of the immediate
relief effort, please remember that
the livelihoods of those affected will
take much longer to rebuild after
this event passes from the
headlines."
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Living through the
earthquake
There have been numerous news
reports on the earthquake in
Nepal, but perhaps more insightful
and more revealing have been the
blog posts from BMS workers in the
country. We have a greater
understanding of what happened
and how it has affected normal life
through what they have shared. 

‘I was in church when the ground
started shaking. Someone shouted
‘earthquake’. Wendy Hall was in
a church
service when
the earthquake
hit, right in the
middle of the
p a s t o r ’ s
sermon. ‘No,
don’t worry, it
will pass,’ said

the pastor. ‘We sat nervously for
about ten seconds as the shaking
grew in strength,’ Wendy wrote.
Then suddenly the pastor changed
his mind and said, ‘Get out!’

There were numerous aftershocks
following the earthquake. Andy
and Jenny Saunders dram-
atically described what it was like
living through them. "We stood in a
huddle with neighbours, holding
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Happy Anniversary!
Jim and Sylvia would like to say a huge 'thank
you' to everyone in the Church for making the
10th anniversary of Jim's calling
to VBC so special. It was an
amazing day.

Thank you for the wonderful gifts
received - the specially handmade
leather Bible cover (made
especially for Jim) - which he is
sure will outlive his lifetime! - it
is beautiful; the Bible; the
theatre tickets, the day at the
spa; and the luxury afternoon
tea. The Church has been so generous.

Thank you to all involved who worked so
hard to sort everything out - and an especial
thank you to Fiona and
Ann who spent many
many long hours

organising everything, and to Clive who
organised the collection, and to Val who
worked tirelessly in the kitchen ... along
with many helpers.

Thank you one and all.

Here's to the next ???? years:)

Our prayers are that we will continue to
honour the past; live for the present; and
plan for the future at VBC -
we praise God for what He
has done in the past 10
years; we are excited about
what He is doing in people's
lives right now; and we look
with anticipation to what
God, through His Spirit will
do in the days, months and
years that lie ahead.

God bless you all.

Love, Jim and Sylvia
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MISSIONARYUPDATE
Elizabeth returned to
Tanzania on Friday 25th
Sept., and we want to give
thanks to God for both the
success of her eye operations
and the response to her
need for further funding. It
was a real answer to prayer
and a great encouragement
to Elizabeth that the extra
funds needed for her return
to Tanzania were raised so
quickly. She has returned to
a very full-on schedule so
please continue to pray for
her as she settles back into
her work and life in
Tanzania.

Thanks to you we are growing!
News from London City Mission
There is a real buzz around our head
office building as new recruits and
trainees joined the Mission. Earlier this
year we asked you to join with us to see
more missionaries stepping out onto
the streets of London and take the good
news of Jesus to even more people in
need of the gospel. We are so thankful
for your partnership and for God's
generous provision!

Last week they were going through
their induction before setting out onto
the streets of London’s mission fields
this week as City Missionaries, City
Challengers, Urban Mission Pioneers
and City Vision gap years to serve the
Lord and work for the furtherance of
his kingdom. 

We are incredibly thankful for your
continued support of the Mission as
together we help share the good news
of Jesus Christ in London.

In keeping with our Harvest Appeal
for Nepal, it is worth reporting that
The Leprosy Mission give thanks
for the amazing generosity to their
emergency earthquake appeal,
enabling them to treat:

412 Victims treated at the LM’s 
Anandaban Hospital

1,555 Victims treated at the 15 
emergency medical camps 
set up by LM staff

1,416 Households received 
emergency food supplies in 
the weeks following

2,151 Tarpaulins distributed

1,316 Roofing sheets or cash 
grants to repair homes

15

hatred and killing are not our way of
life. It will not be easy. There will be a
lot of political attacks for doing so.

In the Middle East, we have a
completely different upbringing from
Europeans. Some of us have been
brought up to hate the West and
western traditions.

It will require education and
patience on all sides to enable
Muslims, Christians and those of other
faiths, or of no faith, to live together.

We may face hostility, but Jesus had
a compassionate heart for the poor;
now is the time to show our
compassionate heart. This does not
mean compromising values or
traditions. We should retain our
values, laws, traditional beliefs and
cultural systems.

Refugees should respect these
values, not change a nation's customs
to their ways, as they are receiving
help. If they don't like and appreciate
their new homes, they are free to
return to their old ones.

If refugees stay in Europe, I hope
within 10 or 20 years a new
generation will be born on the
continent that will embrace a peaceful

culture. A culture that will not
be one of revenge and hate,
but one that enables them to
live peacefully with all faiths.

How Europe and the Church
respond to the refugee crisis
will not only have an impact
today, but also on the future of
Muslims in Europe and in the
Middle East.

It is time for European
Christians to be visionary,
standing up for what Christ
has taught us and showing
his love to all that need it. To
Christians in Europe already
engaged in helping refugees,
thank you. To those yet to get

involved, I encourage you to do so.
History will remember those
Christians who had a new vision and
made a paradigm shift on applying
"love your neighbour," not only
talking about it.

Be the Good Samaritan that
refugees desperately need. It will be
a challenge but it will also be a
blessing.

Nabil K Costa is Executive Director of BMS
partner the Lebanese Society for Educational
and Social Development, through which
BMS has helped many Syrian refugees. This
article first appeared on EthicsDaily.com and
is used with permission. Photo credit: Syrian
refugees in Vienna taken by Josh Zakary.
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Samaritan (Luke 10: 25-37). It has
been a challenge but also a huge
blessing.

Two weeks ago, while in Germany, I
met some Syrian refugees working
near Dortmund and sending money
home to their loved ones in Lebanon,
Jordan and Turkey.

They told me about the difficult
journeys they had made to get there
and some of the poor and inhumane
treatment they had received along the
way. The warmth and support they
were getting from Germans impressed
me. Many had opened their homes,
offering food and other assistance.
Dignity and human rights were being
respected regardless of national
origin.

The response of Germany and a
few other countries to the refugee crisis
is a good lesson for the rest of Europe.
I learned that in the German
constitution the "dignity of man is
untouchable" and is translated into
laws and is practiced (religiously) by
authorities. Their welcoming spirit and
respect for human dignity is something
Syrians and Iraqis have not known in
their own countries.

I shared in a Sunday worship service
and spoke to refugees and Germans.
Never did I hear anyone saying, "We
don't want them, they are terrorists, let
them go to their countries."

The German response is a good
lesson for Europe. I was touched to see
the effect of Christian values among
Germans, even though many no
longer have an active faith.

In Europe, Germany's compassion
and commitment to human rights are
exemplary. When refugees arrive, on
the whole they receive fair treatment.
It's sad that Middle Eastern countries
and North African countries didn't
extend any invitation for any refugees
to come and stay. By the same token,
refugees do not want to go to any
country in their region. Why is there no
invitation and no desire to go to this
region? This is a challenging dilemma
for the 300 million Arabs and their
leaders in the Middle East and North
Africa.

Refugees coming to Europe are in
desperate need and are flocking to
countries built upon traditional
Christian values.

How will European Christians
respond? Some may say, "We
have enough problems of our
own and we need to put our
country and its people first."
Christians cannot say this
without turning our backs
against our beliefs and our
Bible. We need a new vision
to love and help refugees.
Now is the time to apply our
practical Christianity.

We need to show Christ is
for all by sharing the love of
God, feeding the poor and
extending a hand to the
hurting whether they are
Syrian, Iraqi, German, French
or Serbian. Fanaticism,
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Extracts from Alaric s recent prayer letter, which I thought was worth
sharing at some length - please pray for him and speak to Anthea
if you would like to receive his prayer letter.
Dear Friends,

Many thanks for your prayers over the past months – it has been an interesting
August and September [with many things to praise God for]. Now the autumn
busyness has returned: church, OMF as well as ongoing personal things. On
top of this is the fact that I need to start thinking about going back to Japan
(I know – already!!!). Please pray for the following:

Church: Fridays and Sundays. On
Fridays I teach English to foreign students
at All Souls and then we have a student
café. Please pray for a couple of them –
Asen (Bulgarian/Turkish) and Xiao
(Chinese) with whom I have recently had
some excellent conversations about
Jesus. Pray for real thirst and interest. 

Personal: My main request for prayer this
time is for focus and wisdom (an ever-
needed quality!). There are lots of things happening personally, and I often feel
I am pulled in many different directions at once. Pray for us as a family to talk
openly and frankly and to make the right decisions for the support of my
parents. If it is right for me not to return to Japan or for me only to return for
a short time (to train someone up, for example), then please pray that I would
know that very clearly.

Spiritual: Above all, please pray for the distractions and busyness to be put
into perspective as I look to God and Him alone to be my strength and to
provide all I need. Remembering the words from St Paul ‘Set your mind on
things that are above, not on things that are on the earth, for you have died
and your life is hidden with Christ in God’ (Colossians 3:2)

I can’t thank you enough for helping me out by praying for me and the work
– praise God for your encouragement in all of this.

With gratitude and best wishes, Alaric.

Faith comes by Hearing (Romans 10:17)
I have for some time now supported FEBA UK, a Christian
radio broadcasting enterprise operating in Africa, Asia and
the Middle East and therfore covering a large part of the
Muslim world where other forms of evangelism are
restricted. Their magazine is called Voice, so if anyone is
interested in finding out more then just ask me for more
information. Gus
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Profile: Uganda

Uganda is a land-locked country, a
little smaller than the UK, lying on the
equator in central Africa. Twenty per
cent of the country is covered by
inland lakes. Half the population are
under the age of 14. Since
independence in 1962, the people of
Uganda have suffered the ravages of
dictatorship, civil war and the AIDS
pandemic. The last 20 years have
seen an economic stabilization and
the introduction of a successful AIDS
programme, but over a third of the
population still lives below the
poverty line.
Hundreds of thousands of people live
with the HIV/AIDS virus, mostly in the
economically productive age group.
This means that households living
with AIDS spend much of their time
and income caring for the sick. Often
grandparents are left to care for
young children whose parents have
died. Most families need their
children to help at home and so only
one in ten receive any secondary
education. Only half of Ugandans
have access to good health care and
the quality of care, education and
nutrition amongst children is very
poor.

Population: 28.5 million
Capital: Kampala
Languages: English, Swahili, Ganda

& local languages
Religion: Christian, Moslem & 

traditional local faiths
Climate: Tropical; generally rainy

with two dry seasons 
(Dec-Feb, Jun-Aug)

Time Zone: GMT +3
Currency: Ugandan Shilling

Proposed VBC mission trip to Uganda
- Summer 2016Smile are looking at the

possibility of running a Vine
Mission Trip to Uganda next
summer. This 2 week team
would be involved in Smile
International projects such as
teaching children in the
Kampala slums, evangelism,
practical work and sharing rich
fellowship at Kampala Baptist
Church. The cost of the trip is
£599 plus flight. Do speak to
Clive for further information or
to register your interest.
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Christians in Europe can learn
lessons from the Church in the
Middle East in responding to
the refugee crisis, says BMS
World Mission trustee Nabil
Costa.

When historians look back on 2015, it
will likely be remembered as the year
the impact of the war in Syria was
finally felt in Europe.

Europeans are starting to meet the
hundreds of thousands of victims of
horrific conflict in Syria and Iraq on
their terrain.

I can understand the fear that many
Europeans have of not being able to
cope with the influx of refugees. Will
they change your way of life and
culture? Or take your homes, jobs or
benefits? What if some are economic
migrants? Could generosity
compromise national security? Could
religious freedom also be at risk?

I understand these concerns. For
four years in my home country of
Lebanon, we have faced these fears,
lived through these experiences and
are still struggling with these questions.
A quarter of our population now are
Syrian refugees. We are struggling to
ensure that they get food,
accommodation and schooling. There
have been security challenges with
Islamic fundamentalists trying to get a
foothold in northern Lebanon.

At first, Christians in Lebanon were

afraid of helping the fleeing Syrians. A
contentious history between the two
nations is the reason for the animosity.
We were afraid of helping Muslims.
We soon realised that most refugees
are innocent people who were living in
peace and have nothing to do with the
conflict.

The Middle East has paid a high
price for the battles of our rulers. They
fight and the people pay the bill. As
Christians, we couldn't look the other
way while they suffered. We couldn't
follow Jesus and ignore the plight of
desperate refugees.

So we have overcome our fears and
shared the love of Christ through
practical action like providing food,
bedding, heaters and schooling for
young children. It has not been easy,
but God has broken down barriers
between communities and encouraged
both Christians and Muslims to see
each other in a more compassionate
light.

We have not watered down who we
are or what we believe. We are
standing up for the values that Jesus
taught us in the parable of the Good

euRopean ReFugee CRISIS:
lessons from Lebanon
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Please pray daily for our Pastor, his wife and family

OCTOBER PRAYER DIARY

"The one who calls you is faithful” (1 Thess. 5:24)

Sunday 4 Wycliffe Bible Translators/Elizabeth 
5 Church gardeners
6 Gus & Jenny Copeland
7 Solo’s at Val’s 10.15am
8 Jim & Sylvia Crockett
9 Ken & Bernice Das

10 Clive & Ruth Doubleday
Sunday 11 Harvest Family Service

12 Bert & Hazel Elliott
13 Harvest goods & service, Hollybush
14 Luncheon Club & Trinity School 

service
15 Helen Ellis
16 Chris Faircloth
17 Murder Mystery evening

Sunday 18 OMF/Alaric
19 Nick & Michelle Ellis.
20 - Calum & Niamh
21 Jacobus & Karien Esterhuyse
22 - Klarissa
23 Ian Fielder
24 Flower arrangers

Sunday 25 SMILE International
26 Mervyn & Ann Gaston
27 Girlfriends
28 Mike & Sharon Francis
29 - Luca & Jonti
30 Davin & Rachael Gaynes
31 - Reid

9
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NOVEMBER PRAYER DIARY
"Great is Your faithfulness” (Lam. 3:23)

Sunday 1 London City Mission
2 George & Eileen Henderson
3 Wendy Holden
4 Rascals
5 Denise James
6 Ruby Jurado
7 Colin & Flora King

Sunday 8 Release International
9 Elis & James London

10 - Natalie, Peter, Jonathan
11 Meeting – Alaric, OMF
12 Miller & Shirley Lang
13 Vineta Lasmane
14 Lucy Lockett

Sunday 15 Tear Fund
16 Colin London-Latter
17 Home Group Leaders
18 Tim & Jenny Longthorne
19 Myrtle Lyle
20 Richard & Jenny Marchant
21 Ruby Marchant

Sunday 22 Church Members’ Meeting
23 Flower distribution 
24 Gavin & Fiona Murray
25 - Mark Murray
26 ‘Forward’ team
27 Martin & Margaret Palmer
28 Margaret Palmer-Douglas

Sunday 29 Bible Sunday
30 Sheila & David Pearson

Dec 1 Jennifer & Tom Pelc
2 - Nathan & Sam
3 - Sophia & Jacob
4 James & Heather Penn
5 - Alice & Reuben

Please pray daily for outreach through our membership
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