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SEEKING TO BE THE HANDS AND FEET OF JESUS IN THE COMMUNITY
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Over the next few days, all of
the various activities in the

Church will start up again, and I
hope, with a new energy and
excitement.

As I thought about
this, I began to think
through what we are
about as a Church. Our
mission statement is ‘To
be the hands and feet
of Jesus in the
community, bringing
people closer to a
loving and caring God.’
That’s what we are
about. That’s what
every activity in the
Church is aimed
towards. That is our
goal!

And so, I want to
encourage all of you to
think about that, and
to ask yourself,
‘What am I doing to play my part
in the mission of this Church?

We are about showing Jesus’
love in the community and working
towards leading people to find
Christ as their Saviour.

We don’t do this on
our own – we do it as a
team. The Bible says,
"[God] reconciled us to
himself through Christ
and gave us the ministry
of reconciliation" (2
Corinthians 5:18b NIV). 

Your mission is simply
to pass on to others the
same Good News about
God’s love that
somebody told you.

But God doesn’t
expect you to fulfil your
mission on your own.
He gives you other
Christians to support
you. In fact, evangelism
is something I would

encourage all of you in Home
Groups to look at and see if there

Well, for many of us, the summer holidays are over –
hopefully you have had a relaxing summer and managed
to recharge your batteries for the months that lie ahead.

PASTOR’SPIECE

‘To be the
hands and
feet of Jesus

in the
community,

bringing
people closer
to a loving
and caring

God.’
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Sunday Services
start at 10.30 am

Grape 7 for 3-10 year olds
During Sunday service
Contact: Michelle Ellis 
01732 669692

Rascals
for pre-school children & babies. Meet
Wednesday’s from 10.00-11.30am
Contact: Sheila Pearson 
01732 454524

Frantic Fridays for 8-11 s
Meet Friday evenings at 5-7pm
Contact: Stefan Reckless 
07772 792035

������

CONTACTS:
PASTOR: Rev Jim Crockett 01732 452905
ADMINISTRATOR: Fiona Murray 01732 360866
SECRETARY: Davida Woodman 01732 459741
YOUTH WORKER: Stefan Reckless 07772 792035  email: stefan_reckless2@hotmail.co.uk

The church office is open Tuesday & Thursday 9am - 3.30pm
Vine Baptist Church, Park Lane, Sevenoaks TN13 3EH. Tel. 01732 740634
vinebaptistchurch@talktalk.net     www.vinebaptistchurch.org.uk

A C T I V I T I E S ������C O N T A C T S
Church Leaders:
Church Secretary - Davida Woodman
Finance - Vacant (Ken Das)
Maintenance - James/Guy/Colin
Outreach -  James Penn
Pastoral - Hazel Elliott
World Mission - Martin Palmer
Worship - Fiona Murray
Youth - Stefan Reckless

Home Group Leaders:
Helen Ellis 
Nick Ellis 
Jenny Marchant 
Monica Wain

Prayer Chain:
Felicity Boyden / Hazel Elliott

Church Magazine:
Martin Palmer
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if there are ways you can work
together to do this.

God has assigned each of us
a task in evangelism. Paul

says, "I planted the seed and
Apollos watered it" (1 Corinthians
3:6 BSB). In other words, you don’t
have to do it all yourself, but you
do have to do your part. And God
will reward you for it.

Nobody is beyond the reach of
God’s love. God specializes in
doing the impossible. So don’t give
up on people you care about.
Have faith in what God can do in
their lives.

Everybody needs to know Jesus!
Without Jesus, people have no
hope in eternity. The Christian who
doesn’t care about the lost is really
saying to the world, "I don’t care
about you. You can go to Hell." But
the Bible says, "The Lord is . . . not
willing that any should perish but
that all should come to repentance"
(2 Peter 3:9 NKJV).

There are many ways we as a
Church can be involved in

‘Outreach’ – whether it’s
supporting the work of our Youth
Minister, Stefan, with Frantic
Fridays; supporting the Ministries
of Luncheon Club or Rascals;
getting involved with our World
Mission Action Group – or simply
by day to day getting to know our
friends, work colleagues etc and
inviting them to specific Outreach

events like our Harvest weekend
with the Christian comedian Paul
Kerensa etc.

The important thing is that you
do ‘something’.

We all know people who need
Jesus Christ in their lives – whether
it be family, friends, work
colleagues etc. Sometimes we can
be tempted to give up. But with
God – NOTHING and NO ONE is
impossible to reach for Jesus.

Don’t get discouraged, and
don’t give up. Keep praying, keep
asking, keep inviting, and keep
working to reach that person for
Jesus.

In the Bible, in Lk.5:17-26, there
is a story about a group of friends
who wanted their paralysed friend
to meet Jesus – so they cut a hole
in the roof of a house, and lowered
their friend right in front of Jesus.

Jesus was impressed by their
faith and told the man to get up
and walk, and the man
immediately did! The people were
amazed.

As we reflect on what we are
prepared to do to help our
friends, please remember this:
Helping people get into Heaven
is the greatest act of mercy you
can do for them.
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Missing one day of school
isn't too bad. It's when

those days tum into weeks,
months and then years - that's
when it becomes life-destroying.
Slowly but surely you are being
left behind. Your chances of
getting a decent job to lift you
and your family out of poverty
are receding. Your future ls
getting bleake day by day.

This is what life is like right
now for thousands of refugee
children in Lebanon who have
fled war in Syria and lraq. While
some have managed to get a
place in a public school, around
250,000 children have not. 

These children are often
traumatised by the horrors of
war they have experienced. With
no schooling, their hopes of
employment when they grow up
are fading. BMS is responding
to their dire situation by helping
them move forward from the
pain of their past and improve
their lives.
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BMS are giving these refugee children a
place to learn and grow so they can dream
once more of a better future. Your giving to
BMS is making this happen through the
Learning Support Project (LSP) in Beirut.

At LSP, over 60 children aged six to 14 are
learning numeracy, literacy, languages and
life-skills. Many of those who attend have
missed so much education that going to a
formal school is no longer an option. LSP is
their last opportunity, and they are seizing it
enthusiastically.
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ALARIC
“Dear praying
friends, I hope the
summer has gone
well for you. It has
been very hot here
but it seems that
cooler days and
nights are becoming more frequent.
Many thanks for your prayer over the
last couple of months - lots of exciting
things have been happening.

Praise the Lord for those English
classes [Alaric has been running]. Out
of the 22 students...one
became a Christian, another is
very close, yet another is now
in a Bible study and a fourth is
regullarly attending church. In
Japanese terms, this is really
fantastic and a great
encouragement to all of us.

Please pray for continued
protection for my parents and
for someone to check up on their
health regularly ... Thank you
very much for all your prayers
and generous financial support -
your prayers matter and make a
difference.”

MISSIONARYUPDATE

Ann writes: “Since I have now been

back [in India] ... the temperatures

have risen to 41C and rain has been

sparse...
Here in Vellore we are still awaiting

the Supreme Court judgement as to

whether we will be allowed to choose

our own medical undergraduates for

this year. The year usually starts by the

end of June but we are still waiting. If

we lose then...it will be extremely

difficult for us to take those sponsored

from our mission hospitals.

I will soon be putting in my papers

for the extension of my current visa...I

would value your prayers that I will not

have to wait too long at the office and

that everything will be in

order.
How good it is to

know that we do not

have to undertake all

that God asks of us in

our own strength and

He is the one who

enables.”

BMS Birthday Scheme sends
birthday greetings to:

18 Sept. Helen Ellis
29 Sept. Barrie Worsell
10 Oct. Myrtle Lyle

The new BMS World
Mission General Director
Dr Kang-San Tan takes over
from David Kerrigan in
October, having moved back to
the UK from Malaysia during
the Summer with his wife Loun
Ling Lee and
daughter Chara.

Please pray 
for them and 
for his vision 
for the BMS
moving forward.
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RIDE & STRIDE
Friends of Kent Churches

Annual Bike Ride

Saturday 9th September

Ride, walk or even drive (for
the less hardy) around Kent
churches. A chance to see
inside them and help raise
money for our church.

Volunteers are needed to
welcome competitors from
10am to 5pm. Please speak
to Helen Ellis if you can
help as a recorder or need a
sponsorship form.

Ashe Alarms have now completed
the upgrade of our Fire Alarm
System, with new detectors,
sounders, signage, lighting,
extinguishers and control panel.
Special thanks also to Colin London-
Latter for his help. If you have any
questions please speak to Martin
Palmer for further information.

Saturday 7th October 6pm

HARVEST
CELEBRATION

with comedian

Paul Kerensa
Paul is writer for many shows,
including Miranda and Not

Going Out, as well as a stand-
up comedian playing
from comedy clubs to
cathedrals. This is an
outreach oportunity,

so do bring
family and

friends.
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HOMEGROUPS
Usually meet after the 1st and 3rd Sunday’s of the month,

but please speak to the leaders below for
actual meeting days

THURSDAY

����������

Sevenoaks

01732 669692

FRIDAY

	
��������

Sevenoaks

01732 455356

WEDNESDAY

�����������

Sevenoaks
01732 883250

Home Groups start back in September - if
you are not already a member then speak
to one of the group leaders below - TODAY!

THURSDAY

������	�������
Meeting at the Anstead’s

Kemsing
01732 457795
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Please pray daily for our Pastor, his wife and family

SEPTEMBER PRAYER DIARY
��������	��
��������������������	���“  

(2 Tim. 1:3)

Sunday 3 Projection Team
4 Jay & Phoenix Shin
5 - Alexander
6 Church Prayer Meeting 7.30 for 8pm
7 Faith Stanley
8 Claus & Sara Steinbrecher
9 - Deborah & Hope

Sunday 10 Welcome Team
11 - Rachel & David
12 Anthea Taylor
13 Ministry Leaders Meeting
14 Kathy Taylor
15 - Ben & Hannah
16 Monica Wain

Sunday 17 Singers
18 Carole Ward
19 Home Groups
20 David & Sarah Wheeler
21 - Noah & Eve
22 Anna-Teresa Whitelock
23 Betty Williams

Sunday 24 Church Meeting
25 Martin & Maggie Williams
26 Girl Friends
27 Davida & Colin Woodman
28 Barrie Worsell
29 Richard & Angie Anstead
30 - Thomas & Ethan
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OCTOBER PRAYER DIARY
�����������
��������	��� (Col. 4:2)

Sunday 1 Grape 7
2 Tony & Lizzie Bourne
3 - Aaliyah & Abigail
4 Solo’s 10.15am
5 Sally Aylward
6 Felicity & Alan Boyden
7 Harvest celebration

Sunday 8 Harvest service
9 Helen & Alwyn Brice

10 - Charles & Emma
11 Luncheon Club & service
12 Elizabeth Broomhall
13 Susan Brown
14 Mick & Jennifer Brown

Sunday 15 Crèche
16 Nicky Calvert
17 Christopher Chattell
18 Rascals 10.00am
19 David & Jenny Checkley
20 Gus & Jenny Copeland
21 Jim & Sylvia Crockett

Sunday 22 Music Group
23 Ken & Bernice Das
24 Clive & Ruth Doubleday
25 Bert & Hazel Elliott
26 Helen Ellis
27 Frantic Fridays 5-7pm
28 Chris Faircloth

Sunday 29 Singers
30 Nick & Michelle Ellis
31 - Calum & Niamh

Nov 1 Solo’s
2 Jacobus & Karien Esterhuyse
3 - Klarissa & Renee
4 Ian Fielder

Please pray daily for outreach through our membership

9


