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SEEKING TO BE THE HANDS AND FEET OF JESUS IN THE COMMUNITY
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As I write this article, we have just
come to the end of the Rio

Olympics – in which team GB won no
fewer than 67 medals and finished
second in the medal table – a fantastic
result.

As I watched the Olympics and
Team GB I was reminded of how much
what was going on in Rio is similar to
the way the Church is supposed to
function. As each British athlete took
part in their sport, they had hundreds
of other British athletes cheering them
on; pressing them and encouraging
them to do their best – cheering from
the stands and the sidelines. 

Do you know that God has wired
the Church up to be that way
with each other? As each
person plays their part within
the life of the Church, we are
supposed to be there for one
another; cheering each other
on; helping those who fall;
rejoicing with those who are
doing well. The Apostle Paul
writes in 1 Thes.5:11 ‘So speak
encouraging words to one another.
Build up hope so you’ll all be together
in this, no one left out, no one left
behind. I know you’re already doing
this; just keep on doing it.’ (The
Message). That’s the way the Church is
supposed to function! 

Unfortunately we often fail in
following this most basic instruction.
Often it’s because we get so wrapped

up in our own
little lives that we
fail to see the
bigger picture. We
fail to see that not
only does it benefit those around us,
but it also benefits ourselves, because
it helps us to stop all the navel-gazing
that we so often do. And more than
that, it shows to a lonely world around
us, what God has done in our lives
and the difference He makes.

When the athletes left for Rio, they
had one objective in mind – to go for
the medal – to win the race – to win
the prize. They kept their eye on the
goal. I think that so often for us as

Christians, the problems
arise when we take our
eye off the goal – we
forget what this life is all
about. Again Paul writes
in 1 Cor.9:24 ‘You’ve all
been to the stadium and
seen the athletes race.
Everyone runs; one wins.

Run to win. All good athletes train
hard. They do it for a gold medal that
tarnishes and fades. You’re after one
that’s gold eternally.’ (The Message).

If right now you find that your
relationship with God isn’t what it
should be; if you find yourself critical
of others; if you are not showing the
fruit of the Spirit (love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control) –
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I would suggest to you that somehow
you have taken your eye off the goal.
You have forgotten what this life is
aiming for; you have forgotten the
prize that lies ahead. And more than
that, that you have wandered from
your coach, Jesus Christ, and you’re
not listening to His instructions.

One big difference, though,
between the Olympics and the Church,
is that in the Olympics, if you perform
badly, your funding is stopped. I read
that the women’s indoor volleyball
team rose more than 60 places in the
rankings to reach the world’s top 20 in
the four years prior to the 2012
London Games. However they lost all
their funding when it failed to medal.
The UK did not even send a volleyball
team to Rio this year.

On a Sunday morning, we
sometimes sing the song that has the
line ‘Oh no – you never let go.’ It
reminds us that even when we fail,
God doesn’t
stop His funding
into our lives! –
He NEVER lets
go of us – or lets
us go! His love
never fails – the
story of the
Prodigal son
reminds us of
that. And as you
read this, if you

are struggling with life, if you feel you
have failed God – all God wants is for
you to turn to Him again, and HE will
give you the strength to go on – to get
back on your feet and live for Him.
BUT, you must want Him to do that –
it’s YOUR choice.

One final thing from the Olympics,
it pays to play to your strengths. It
would be no use if a swimmer decided
at the Games they would rather be a
Pole Vaulter – that’s not what they are
gifted at doing (As an aside, reminds
me of the reporter who asked an
athlete in Rio ‘Are you a Pole Vaulter,’
to which the athlete replied, ‘No, I am
German and my name is Hans!’)

In the Church, God wants you to
play to your strengths i.e. to use the
gifts He has given you. Don’t try and
be someone else; don’t be jealous of
someone else because they have a
different gift to you. TEAM VBC should
be a team where each one of us uses
the gifts God has given him/her;
where we work together for the glory
of God and the extension of His
Kingdom; and where we all aim for
the crown of glory that is our reward
when Jesus returns. If we could do that
…. just imagine what God could do
with your life and with this Church! 

One writer commenting on Team
GB wrote: ‘They are an
embodiment of Britain’s
ability to succeed
through teamwork and
honest endeavour. ‘
Wouldn’t it be great if
the Sevenoaks
Chronicle could write
that about TEAM VBC!
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Hi everyone,

Hope you’re well. In this month’s
article I thought that I would tell
you a little bit about our fairly new
youth club for 11-16 year olds
called Vibe, and our even newer
children’s club for 8-11 year olds
called Frantic Fridays, which
launches on the 30th of September.

Vibe:
First of all, Vibe is our older youth
club that takes place on a Friday
night from 7-9pm. It’s completely
free, so if you know anyone who
might be interested, then feel free
to invite them along. The only
money needed is for sweets from
our tuck
shop!

On the run up to Summer we did
a range of fun activities, but on one
evening in particular we did some
dutch oven cooking. Check it out:

A dutch oven is a cast iron pot with
a tight fitting cast iron lid and wire
handle. The great thing about them
is that they are brutally tough and
designed either to sit directly in hot
coals, or hang over an open flame.

Earlier on that week I’d found an
old discarded bed frame that was
no longer wanted, so I had a great
time smashing it to pieces with an
axe. Our activity at youth club
involved preparing some Mexican
chilli beef, setting fire to the bed
frame in a fire bowl
a n d
hanging
t h e
d u t c h
o v e n
over the
flame on
a steel
tripod.

B e f o r e
long the
dutch oven
was too hot
to handle,
and thanks
mainly to
‘Old El Paso’,
the Mexican chilli beef tasted
amazing! We would however like
to apologise for the several burnt
patches in the grass, as the
cardboard that I had put down to
protect the grass caught fire. I
promise to give this a bit more
thought next year! Lol!

Vibe and Frantic Fridays
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At the moment we have about 7-
8 regulars coming to Vibe, so
please pray that numbers will
continue to increase as it starts up
again in September.

Frantic Fridays:
On the 30th of September we are
excited as a church to be launching
our brand new children’s club
called "Frantic Fridays" for 8-11s
which will run from 5-7pm. Again,
this club is completely free to
attend (just bring money for tuck
shop) and
open to anyone who might be
interested. So, please feel free to
tell as many people as you like
about this new club and invite
friends!!

If you’d like to see some of the
things we’ll be up to this year, then
check out our programme of
activities which is on display in the
Carey Hall.

Sunday Mornings:
Over the summer we’ve had a fun
time with the children and young
people on Sunday mornings here
at VBC. We’ve ventured outside

and enjoyed the
sunshine, done some
arts and crafts, and
even had a go at
making our own
Banana splitz. Check
it out below!:

Please continue
to pray for all of
our youth and
children’s work
here at VBC, and I
look forward to

updating you again in the
next issue of our magazine!

God bless,
Stefan.
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ABOUT ANGELS

You know, in recent times during
my illness, I have so far

encountered two Angels, and I
expect to meet some more before
I’m done! Of course we are not
talking about Alpha beings in
shining white with wings. No, God
is much more subtle than that. 

We are commanded as fellow
Christians in this hostile world to
encourage and protect one
another (which, I must add in
passing, I believe we do extremely
well at VBC). However, there are
times when we are out of reach of
that fellowship, or that phone call,
and at such times God can use a
non-christian to protect his
children; and these I call God’s
Angels - someone send by God to
perform a task, be they believers or
not.

Let me tell you of one such case:
I had just entered Kings College
Hospital two days prior. I had had
my big Chemo treatment and it
was just starting to kick in. Lying in
bed I knew I needed to eat and
drink (and go to toilet), but I had
no energy in my arms and legs or
body to move, so I was just lying
there feeling very sad, when God
reminded me of the verse he had
given me on my first night in
hospital: 

"May the Lord answer you    
when you are in distress;

May the name of the God 
of Jacob protect you.

May he send you help from 
the sanctuary

And grant you support from  
Zion." Ps.20:1-2

It is hard to put in words that
depth of feeling when you feel
bereft of hope and in a dark place
– I know others of you in the
fellowship have been in such
places. So I pleaded for "help from
the sanctuary". 

It took God all of 10 minutes to
direct Ellie (ward Sister) to me! I

managed to verbalise my feelings
a little and she sat beside me and
encouraged me. It wasn’t so much
anything she said, as kind words as
they were, it was the fact that I
knew she was an Angel from the
Sanctuary of my living God – God
had answered me, He had re-
confirmed me as His child, He had
assured me of His love and of His
care, all in that brief few moments
that Ellie took to talk to me (1).

How? Because I new as I had
called on God for help, he
answered me from the Sanctuary (2)

and sent forth his ‘support’ in the
form of an unknowing nurse...

Thinking about it, perhaps you
have had encounters with Angels
yourself? 
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ABOUT ANGELS - Notes
1. Ellie had a terrible day! They were
short staffed and everyone who could
have a problem did. She was literally
running from one problem to another all
day. I thought it would be good to let her
know what a differences those few
moments she took for me had made. So
I asked God for an opportunity. 
Sure enough 20 mins before the end of

her 12 hour nightmare shift she popped
in to check on me, so I was able to have
a wee word with her and thank her and
assure her that as a Christian I always
had a sure hope for the future. Perhaps,
when she collapses at home and
complains bitterly of her day, she will
reflect on the good she had done me,
and perhaps that helps a little.
2. The Sanctuary was were God’s
presence was. Only the High Priest could
enter beyond the veil, after a long ritual
cleansing process. To enter the
Sanctuary for anyone else was literally
instant death via a lightning bolt from
heaven! Yet here I am, not only able to
freely walk into this
S a n c t u a r y
but I have the
right to call
on God’s
name for
help, with the
sure and
c e r t a i n
knowledge that
He WILL ride to
my help - with
the forces of 
Zion if
necessary! A
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Church PrayerMeeting
Sunday’s 5pm in the lounge

“If you only pray when
you’re in trouble ... you’re
in trouble”

HOMEGROUPS
Usually meet after the 1st and 3rd Sunday’s of the month, but please

speak to the leaders below for actual meeting days

THURSDAY

Nick Ellis
01732 669692

Martin &
Margaret Palmer

01732 469486

FRIDAY

Monica Wain

Sevenoaks

01732 455356

TUESDAY

Angie & Richard
Anstead
Kemsing

01732 761294

WEDNESDAY

Helen Ellis

Sevenoaks
01732 883250

Home Groups start back in September - if
you are not already a member then speak
to one of the group leaders below - TODAY!
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BIBLEHEROES
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SEPTEMBER PRAYER DIARY
"They all gathered together constantly in prayer”

(Acts 1 v.14)

Sunday 4 Ruby Marchant
5 Anna-Teresa Whitelock
6 Betty Williams
7 Prayer meeting for all in Church
8 Martin & Maggie Williams
9 Davida & Colin Woodman

10 Ride & Stride 10am-6pm
Sunday 11 Martin Palmer

12 Richard & Angie Anstead
13 - Thomas & Ethan
14 Ministry Leaders’ Meeting 8pm
15 Outreach Meeting 8.15pm
16 WMAG am/Youth Prayer Mtg pm
17 Barrie Worsell

Sunday 18 Valerie Pitt
19 Home Group Week
20 Sally Aylward
21 Tony & Lizzie Bourne
22 - Aaliyah & Abigail
23 Vibe Youth Club 7pm
24 Felicity & Alan Boyden

Sunday 25 Church meeting after service
26 Helen & Alwyn Brice
27 - Charles & Emma
28 Rascals
29 Elizabeth Broomhall
30 Susan Brown

October 1 Harvest Céilidh

Please pray daily for outreach through our membership
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Please pray daily for our Pastor, his wife and family

OCTOBER PRAYER DIARY
"The entrance of Your words gives light” (Psalm 119:130)

Sunday 2 Harvest Thanksgiving 
3 Mick & Jennifer Brown
4 Nicky Calvert
5 Solo’s 10.15am
6 Christopher Chattell
7 David & Jenny Checkley
8 Gus & Jenny Copeland

Sunday 9 SMILE International
10 Jim & Sylvia Crockett
11 Ken & Bernice Das
12 Luncheon Club & service
13 Clive &  Ruth Doubleday
14 Every Woman Conference 10.30am
15 Bert & Hazel Elliott

Sunday 16 Release International
17 Helen Ellis
18 Nick & Michelle Ellis
19 - Calum & Niamh
20 Sound & Projection Teams
21 Jacobus & Karien Esterhuyse
22 - Klarissa & Renee

Sunday 23 BMS World Mission
24 Flower arrangers & distributors
25 Chris Faircloth
26 Coffee Shop 10am
27 Ian Fielder
28 Derek & Simona Ford
29 - Lucia

Sunday 30 Wycliffe Bible Translators
31 Mike & Sharon Francis

Nov 1 - Luca & Jonti
2 Davin & Rachael Gaynes
3 - Reid & Elias
4 Vibe Youth Club 7pm
5 George & Eileen Henderson
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Taken from Engage magazine, Summer 2016
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Reflection

Jesus escapes

At first reading, Jesus' escape to Egypt seems a fairly matter-of-fact event. The
words on the page don't really convey the intense fear and confusion of it all.
As the king issued an order for a mass slaughter of children - and expected it
to be enacted -  there would have been panic, uproar, grief and trauma.
Surely, Mary and Joseph's escape would have been far from a calm and
measured enterprise; it would have been a frantic grab for essential
possessions and then a dash south. These experiences, of course, are familiar
to the displaced people of our own time.

Jesus grew up in world where a tyrant would do anything to keep power,
where ordinary people had to flee for their lives grabbing what they could to
take with them on a dangerous journey to another country. His own family did
just that. As we pray for those who are far from home because of war, famine,
persecution or trafficking, we can be sure that Jesus is not indifferent to our
prayers; he is close to those who are suffering and has compassion for them.

I love the fact that the God who hears my prayers lived among people who
had to flee for their lives, and became one of them as a young child.

By Tim Hallingdale, Support Development Director at Feba UK
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Elizabeth & Wycliffe

Praise:
• That the underlying cause of the
anemia has been resolved.
• For rest and refreshment on holiday
in Zanzibar.
• For another successfully completed
consultant check on Revelation 1-11.

Please pray for Elizabeth:
• For the successful re-issue of my
residense permit and work permit.
• That I can finish TA notes in Matthew
and start writing notes in 1 Corinthians.
• For peace and security where I live.

For Wycliffe:
• That publication of the Bena Pastoral
Epistles would reach its end, so we can
distribute these Scriptures.
• For the Bena translators as they
prepare for commumity testing of
Revelation 12-22 and Colossians.

MISSIONARYUPDATE

Ann writes: “My time 
in England was most
refreshing as I met friends, shared
and had fellowship with so many of
you...Thank you all for your
fellowship and freindship over those
weeks.

So what lies ahead? There are just
as many patients to see and care
for... Everyone has been most
welcoming... and are happy to see
me back so that now the doctors
will not have to give so many
Psychiatric consultations as Sr. Ann
will be there to listen to the
patient’s problems and fears !!

BMS Birthday Scheme sends
birthday greetings to:

18 Sept. Helen Ellis
29 Sept. Barrie Worsell
10 Oct. Myrtle Lyle
3 Nov. Bert Elliott
23 Nov. Monica Wain
25 Nov. Faith Stanley

ALARIC asks for prayer for an

urgent situation with their Field

Director David. He has developed a

rare form of leukaemia which is

also being exacerbated by another

cancerous cell with makes it very

aggresive, and until that is dealt

with chaemotherapy cannot start.

The condition is so rare that

doctors at the top cancer hospital

are unsure how to treat him, and

constant spikes in his temperature

also means tratment cannot start.

He is married to Lorna and they

have 4 boys (youngest is 11). Please

pray for wisdom for the doctors and

that their faith with be uphuld in

God’s gracious mercy.
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Taken from Release magazine, Sept.-Oct. 2016



THE CHURCH MAGAZINE can only be as useful as YOU make it, so please
pass on anything you think will be of interest to the fellowship.
FINAL COPY DATE for the November issue is Sunday 23 October 2016.
So... See Margaret on Sunday, phone me on 01732 469486

Email me at martinpalmer1@sky.com
God bless, Martin.

Sunday Services
start at 10.30 am

Grape 7 for 3-10 year olds
Contact: Michelle Ellis 
01732 669692

Rascals
for pre-school children & babies. Meet
Wednesday’s from 10.00-11.30am
Contact: Sheila Pearson 
01732 454524

Vibe Youth Club for 11-14 s
Meet Friday evenings at 7-9pm
Contact: Stefan Reckless 
07772 792035

Frantic Fridays for 8-11 s
Meet Friday evenings at 5-7pm
Contact: Stefan Reckless 
07772 792035

CHuRCH

CONTACTS:
PASTOR: Rev Jim Crockett 01732 452905
ADMINISTRATOR: Fiona Murray 01732 360866
SECRETARY: Davida Woodman 01732 459741
YOUTH WORKER: Stefan Reckless 07772 792035  email: stefan_reckless2@hotmail.co.uk

The church office is open Tuesday s & Thursday s 9am - 3.30pm
Vine Baptist Church, Park Lane, Sevenoaks TN13 3EH. Tel. 01732 740634
vinebaptistchurch@talktalk.net     www.vinebaptistchurch.org.uk

A C T I V I T I E S CHuRCHC O N T A C T S
Church Leaders:
Church Secretary - Davida Woodman
Finance - Ken Das
Maintenance - Vacant
Outreach -  James Penn
Pastoral - Hazel Elliott
World Mission - Martin Palmer
Worship - Fiona Murray
Youth - Stefan Reckless

Home Group Leaders:
Angie & Richard Anstead
Helen Ellis
Nick Ellis
Martin & Margaret Palmer
Monica Wain

Prayer Chain:
Felicity Bowden / Hazel Elliott

Church Magazine:
Martin Palmer


