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A happy new year to everyone. At
the start of 2018 I am commencing
a new series on the life of Moses –
entitled ‘A Man who faced tough
choices’. We will be looking at
some of the tough choices he
made in life in order to follow God.

As I was thinking about this, it
reminded me of the constant
choices we have to make each day.

Researchers say it's all but
impossible for our minds to
process more than seven
bits of information at any
given time. Small
wonder it's so
tough to decide
even what
breakfast cereal to
buy at the
supermarket. And
when it comes to
REALLY difficult
decisions – well,
you may well need
a psychiatrist! 

Remember the old
joke about the
psychiatrist who
asks his patient if he
has trouble making
decisions? And the patient

says, "Well, doctor, yes and no."

We've all been there. Eggs or
cereal? Golf or church? The front
page or the crossword puzzle?
Even on Sunday mornings . . .
decisions, decisions, decisions!

"I like to think of life as just one
decision after another," said Jonah
Lehrer. "From the most mundane
decisions, what kind of toothpaste
to buy, all the way up to who to

marry."

Science writer Jonah Lehrer
sees every one of

those choices as a
tug of war, an
e x h a u s t i n g
battle between
our gut feelings
and our
r e a s o n e d

thoughts.

"For a long time
people have
said that the
best way to
make a decision

is to be rational,"
Lehrer said. "And

yet, in recent years,
scientists have discovered
that the rational brain can
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THE CHURCH MAGAZINE can only be as useful as YOU make it, so please
pass on anything you think will be of interest to the fellowship.
FINAL COPY DATE for the March issue is Sunday 18 February 2018.

So... See me on Sunday’s, phone me on 01732 469486 or
Email me at martinpalmer1@sky.com

God bless, Martin P.

Sunday Services
start at 10.30 am

Grape 7 for 3-10 year olds
During Sunday service
Contact: Michelle Ellis 
01732 669692

Rascals
for pre-school children & babies. Meet
Wednesday’s from 10.00-11.30am
Contact: Sheila Pearson 
01732 454524

Frantic Fridays for 8-11 s
Meet Friday evenings at 5-7pm
Contact: Stefan Reckless 
07772 792035
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Vine Baptist Church, Park Lane, Sevenoaks TN13 3EH. Tel. 01732 740634
vinebaptistchurch@talktalk.net     www.vinebaptistchurch.org.uk
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emphasised that this teaching of Paul’s
in no way limits our
proclamation of
the gospel, as its
s u c c e s s f u l
app l i ca t ion
(as we have
a l r e a d y
seen) is not
in our
hands. It is
our duty to
proclaim the
gospel to all
men and God’s
prerogative to
apply it to those
‘chosen before the foundation of the
world’.
Romans 3:24, 5:8, 9:16-18, 23; Eph. 1:4; 
Mark 4:11; John 6:65-66

The Path of Faith
It is then also reasonable to assume
that this offer of salvation in Christ is
irresistible. By this Paul does not mean
that God crushes man’s will into
submission, His offer of salvation is not
founded in His omnipotence, but in His
gift of regeneration – the gifting of life
to the spiritually dead. Where once we
were ‘dead in trespasses and sins’ we
are now made ‘alive in Christ Jesus’.

Again the same
argument applies, if
we were able to reject
the regenerative
work of the Holy
Spirit once applied,
then we would be
making Christ’s work

of salvation on the
cross a fragile hope

dependent on the vagaries of man’s
will. Irresistible grace is: first, God’s
gift of life, then saving faith; and not
man’s act of faith followed by God’s
gift of life.
Romans 4:4-5; 2 Tim. 1:9; John 5:21, 6:37, 44

Eternally Yours
Paul’s theology culminates in the
promise of eternal
life. But not simply
the hope of
eternal life, but
the absolute
assurance that
once saved then
always saved!
The clear logical
conclusion of all
that has gone
before is that if it is
God’s will that chooses us, and Jesus’s
sacrifice that regenerates us and the
Holy Spirit’s power that applies it to us
– then what could ever separate us
from it? 

Nothing declares
Paul, the final

perseverance of the
saints is the sure
promise of our
omnipotent God!

"Who then shall
separate us from

the love of Christ?
Shall trouble or

hardship or persecution
or danger or sword?  ... No, in all these
things we are more than conquerors
through Him who loved us." Romans
8:35,37
Romans 8:31-39; Eph. 1:11; Phil. 1:6; John 6:39

Reformation 500 Theology continued

"And
we know that

in all things God
works for the good of
those who love Him.

Who have been called
according to His purpose.

For those God foreknew he
also predestinated ... and

those He predestinated, He
also called; and those He
called, He also justified;
those He justified, He

also glorified."
Romans 8:28-30

"All that
the Father

gives me will
come to me, and
whoever comes to

me I will never
drive away."

John 6:37

"In
Him we were
also chosen,
having been

predestined according
to the plan of Him who
works out everything in

conformity with the
purpose of His will."

Eph. 1:11

"Being
confident of this,

that He who began
a good work in you

will carry it on to
completion until the

day of Christ
Jesus."
Phil. 1:6
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only take in a few bits of
information at any given moment.
So, you start giving it too much
information and it starts to short-
circuit and sputter."

To eliminate sputtering when faced
with complex decisions - buying a
car, computer, or
even a house -
Lehrer says stop all
that thinking . . .
just go for it!

This year, for all of
us, there will times
when tough
choices have to be
made – BUT the
biggest choice you
will make, I
guarantee – is
whether or not you
will choose to put God first in your
life! If there is any New Year
resolution worth making, it is this
one … ‘I will make the choice each
and every day of my life this year to
serve the Lord with all my heart!’

In the Old Testament, there is the
story of a Man of God, called
Joshua, and when he and his
family were put in a spot and had
to make some tough choices, this is
what he said: 

"So now: Fear GOD. Worship him
in total commitment. Get rid of the
gods your ancestors worshiped on
the far side of The River (the
Euphrates) and in Egypt. You,
worship GOD.

"If you decide that it’s a bad thing
to worship GOD, then choose a
god you’d rather serve—and do it
today. Choose one of the gods
your ancestors worshiped from the
country beyond The River, or one of
the gods of the Amorites, on whose
land you’re now living. As for me

and my family, we’ll
worship GOD."
(Josh.24:14-15 TM).

Joshua was right at
the end of his life,
and still he is
making the decision
to put God first.

What does putting
God first in your life
look like? Well,
there are many
areas, but let me

mention just 3 …

1It involves your WILL: Jesus
said, ‘Jesus said, "‘Love the Lord

your God with all your passion and
prayer and intelligence.’ This is the
most important, the first on any list.
But there is a second to set
alongside it: ‘Love others as well as
you love yourself.’ These two
commands are pegs; everything in
God’s Law and the Prophets hangs
from them." Matt.22:37-24 TM.

That’s a matter of the ‘will’ – and
Jesus says that everything else you
do, say, think will stem from this. If
you haven’t made the choice to put
God first in your love, then nothing
else will make sense in your life.
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2It involves your FINANCES:
Prov.3:9-10 says: Honour the

LORD with your wealth,  with the
firstfruits of all your crops; 10 then
your barns will be filled to
overflowing, and your vats will
brim over with new wine.

Choose this year to honour God in
your financial giving to Him. When
it comes to budgeting make sure
that what you set aside for God is
top of your priority list.

3It involves your AGENDA.
Prov.3:5-6 says: "Trust GOD

from the bottom of your heart;
don’t try to figure out everything on
your own. Listen for GOD’s voice
in everything you do, everywhere
you go; he’s the one who will keep
you on track."

Each and every day, bring your
agenda before God, and ask God
to direct you – to eliminate those
things He doesn’t want you to do;
and to add those thing He does –
and for the wisdom to carry out
His work on earth. Ask for it!

In making the choice to put God
first, there are a number of
obstacles that may stand in your
way, which need to be overcome
with God’s help. They include,
PAST EXPERIENCES (things that
have caused hurt); SELFISHNESS
(this is probably the number one
reason why commitments fail);
COMPLACENCY (this kills commit-
ments and prevents us from
following God’s call upon our lives).

Be aware of the things that cause
you to renege on your
commitment to God. Ask for
God’s help to stand firm. Delve
into His Word, the Bible. In the
words of Jonah Lehrer – ‘Just go
for it!’ 

God needs a church that is totally
committed to Him. What that
means is that we need to be 100
percent devoted to God, His word,
way, and will. ‘Choose you this
day whom you will serve!’
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Reformation 500Reformation Theology

John Calvin

In the last issue we celebrated the 500th anniversary of
Martin Luther’s 95 thesis being pinned to the Castle Church
in Wittenberg, the event largely associated with the birth of
the Reformation throughout Europe. In conclusion, I thought
it would be good to briefly summarize the re-discovery of the
Apostle Paul’s theology developed in Romans that came out
of this, through the teaching’s of John Calvin.

Authority of Scripture
The underlying principle that must first
be understood is that the Bible is the
Word of God! In other words, all that
we believe is based, solely, on God’s
truth as revealed by the Holy Spirit in
the Bible. 

Now of course there are varying
interpretations based on our human
nature, but it is
essential to believe
that we take the
Word of God
alone as our
g u i d i n g
principal on all
matters of
theology. The
Scriptures are the
complete, inerrant
Word of God.
Romans 15:4; 2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Peter 1:20-21

Born a Sinner
Mankind is born in bondage to Satan.
From conception we are condemned
as sinners, and as such are wholly
incapable of exercising our own will to
trust in Christ. Salvation, therefore, is
reliant upon the initial work of God to
reach out to us before we can exercise
faith in Him.
Romans 3:10-11, 23, 5:12; Ephesians 2:4-5; 
1 Cor. 2:14; 1 John 1:8-10

Chosen by God
It follows then that our election by God
has no basis in any condition that we
may display, but reliant
wholly on the
foreknowledge and
purposes of God. If
man’s will is indeed
in bondage to
Satan and sin, then
our only hope of
salvation is that
God chooses of His
free will to save us.
Romans 8:28-29; 9:12-15;
Ephesians 2:8-9; Phil. 2:13; John 15:16

The Redeemed of Christ
If we are lost in sin and reliant on God
choosing us then it is necessary to
conclude that the redeeming work of
Christ is particular, that is to say
‘limited’ to those who are chosen. If
this were not so then we would have to
conclude that Christ failed in His work

– for if we believe that Christ died
for all people yet the majority

of whom do not have this
salvation applied to them,
then both Christ in His
atoning work and God in
His application of it, have
failed!

However, it must be fi

"All
Scripture

is God-
breathed and is

useful for
teaching, rebuking,

correcting and
training in

righteousness." 
2 Tim. 3:16

"For
all have

sinned and fall
short of the glory of

God, and are
justified freely by His
grace through the

redemption that came
by Jesus Christ." 

Romans 3:23-24

"This
is why I

told you that
no-one can
come to me

unless the Father
has enabled

him."
John 6:65
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What is happening reveals some
form of Islamist agenda in Nigeria.
Boko Haram and other militants have
been recruiting children for their
attacks.

Meanwhile the government is doing
little to prevent the killing. it has
become difficult for us to watch people
being destroyed and families wiped
out of history.

So some people have taken up
defensive positions. Some Christians
are actively protecting churches and
areas from attackers.

Given the failure of the government
to provide security it is difficult to tell
people not to defend themselves. But I
have done that. I am afraid an
unregimented army may rise, and that
would not be good for any country.

Yet I believe that God is able to
defend us! In 2,000 years, emperors
and nations have risen, wanting to
wipe out the Christian faith.

They have all failed. One day this
persecution will come to an end.

The days of fear are gone. Jesus has
defeated it on the cross of Calvary. If
we die, we go to be with Christ. If we
live, we live for Christ. The fear of

d e a t h
m e a n s
nothing.

So there
is hope in
this nation.
M a n y
Christians
around the
world who
love this
country are
on their
knees night
and day. I
know God
will answer
o u r
prayers.

P l e a s e
pray that out of our sufferings will
come a Christian faith that will be
admired, both on earth and in heaven
- a faith that depicts the love of Christ
and which is fervent in preaching and
living the gospel.

My hope is for a revival that will
sweep all of Africa, and then take the
gospel back to Europe and America. 

That's our prayer request.

"Jesus taught that when you are slapped you should turn the
other cheek. The probable result will be a second and a third
slap. I had the experience myself …
Jesus told us to walk the extra mile.
He never promised that this would
give us success in our enterprises,
but only that we would become
perfect in love. This is enough”               Pastor Richard Wurmbrand

VOLUNTEERS
The church is in real need of
volunteers  for a variety of
things. If you can help please
speak to the appropriate

person.

Homegroup
S o m e o n e

willing to start up and lead a
homegroup on a weekday
evening in Sevenoaks. 

Sunday Services:
Tea & Coffee Rota
Creche
Flower Rota
Projector
Grape 7
Musicians

Advocates
Two people willing to be
vulnerable adults advocates

Maintenance
A Ministry Leader required to
oversee church maintenance.
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SMILE have just launched their Smile
Hampers. Just in time for Christmas it
is an opportunity to give a gift of a
Hamper to the people Smile support
around the world.

Various options are available from
small (£9), medium (£16), and large
(£25). More details are available on
their web site from the following link:
http://smileinternational.org/get-
involved/give/smile-hampers/

BMS Birthday Scheme sends birthday
greetings to:
14 January. Gus Copeland
18 February Margaret Palmer 

Douglas
27 February Margaret Rattray

Hi Martin

I wanted to write a message to

everyone at the Vine in the

Forward Magazine, so please can

you include the following message:

Many of you are aware that I was

made redundant in September

2016 and that I've spent a long

time looking for work. It's been a

very challenging year and I have

really valued the support I've

received from so many people.

Your emails and words of

encouragement have been

invaluable and knowing that so

many of you have been holding

myself and my family in your

prayers has meant so much. I've

now found a full time job which I

started in October 2017. Thank

you all so much for your kindness

and support over the last year.

Kind regards,

Mike (and Sharon) Francis



What does it mean to be human?

It was a revelation! This summer,
members of the CARE Team visited the

Robots exhibition at the Science Museum in
London, which traced the 500-year quest to

invent ‘machines that are as like humans as
possible’. We came away recognising how
radically some of the latest robots are already

transforming our world and the ethical and
practical questions we need to face – especially for us

who are Christians.

Each new discovery, including today’s robot
revolution, has potential for good or ill. With

hardly a thought, many of us use Sat
Nav, automatic cash machines and
ticket machines, online shopping sites
and household appliances that rely on
AI. Smartphones are a million times
more powerful than the 1969

computer that put Neil Armstrong on
the moon.

Robots are replacing human factory
workers. Medical professionals

recognise that robots will sometimes be
better than they are at surgery. The UK
Government plans to introduce
driverless vehicles. Friendly
humanoids help to care for the elderly
in Japan.

Yet we were created for meaningful
work and caring, loving relationships,
so what does this mean for you and

6

THE ROBOTS   
ARE COMING:

US, THEM & GOD
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Only God can change the human
heart. And unless God in His mercy
changes hearts, evil and destruction
will continue.

As the mercy and grace of heaven
touch mankind, feelings of revenge
turn to forgiveness and love.
Despondency and despair change to
healing and hope.

The one who suggested the
impossible, to turn the other cheek, not
only leads us all in the godly example
of the cross, but through the indwelling
Holy Spirit lives amongst our suffering,
washes our wounds and helps us to
walk the costly path of forgiveness.

In this way the sweet aroma of
Christ destroys the odour of death.

While Archbishop
Ben Kwashi continues to witness
the systematic persecution of Christians in
Nigeria, he is confident that God’s love will overcome hatred.
Release CEO Paul Robinson interviews Archbishop Ben Kwashi

goD WIll DeFenD uS

ln the past 12 months there has been
widespread persecution in central and
northern Nigeria. Boko Haram
terrorists have been uprooting
Christians from the northeast. And
another wave of persecution has
emerged from Fulani Islamists.

The Fulani often attack while
villagers are sleeping. In the worst
cases, they have killed up to 500
people in one attack, including
children. They are wiping out Christian
farmers, destroying their harvest and
taking over their land and buildings. fi
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THe ImpoSSIBle
CommanD ?
'You have heard that it was said, "Eye for
eye, and tooth for tooth." But I tell you, do
not resist an evil person. If anyone slaps
you on the right cheek, turn to them the
other cheek also.' Matthew 5:38-39

Only the power of the
cross, and the indwelling
Spirit, enable believers to
turn the other cheek
towards evil, writes
Release partner Rev
Lazarus Yeghnazar.

Israel in the first century may seem a
long way from us two thousand years
later, but that setting was as full of
bitterness, hatred and political intrigue
as we see around us today.

The Romans were brutal and
merciless in exerting their dominion,
and they used 'betraying' Jews in the
temple - as well as in the tax office – to
exercise their control.

There was no freedom - nor human
rights.

Against such a backdrop, the long-
awaited Messiah was popularly
expected to establish Israel as a
powerful kingdom, bringing justice
and righteousness - and the ousting of
all enemies, including the hated
Romans.

Yet Messiah Jesus instead asks here
for tolerance, mercy, and sacrificial
love.

How is this even possible? How can
one's heart be changed to such an
extent that it is possible to forgive the
perpetrators of evil?

I serve in the Middle East and
almost every week have the privilege

of hearing first-hand stories of such
suffering and sacrifice by Christians. I
hear personal accounts from
Chaldeans and Assyrians from Mosul,
from Syrian Armenians from Aleppo,
as well as new converts from Iran and
Afghanistan.

Hadi, an Afghan brother told me
how he was detained in Iran when he
was hung upside down and beaten
until his knee shattered.

Mahrus, an Iraqi from Baghdad,
spent 12 years as a prisoner of war in
Iran and was tortured to renounce his
faith.

Iranian convert Kurosh was sent to
the infamous prison in Shiraz, where
many have been tortured, because he
loved Jesus more than his own life.

AII of these believers have taken up
the cross to follow Jesus.

Today the Middle East is a place
where the lavish grace of God from
heaven is cutting through the stench of
death from the gates of hell!

it could also devalue life, taking away
livelihoods and human dignity.

And let’s always remember that this
robot revolution is not news to our
Sovereign Lord. He is not surprised by
what we are experiencing. May He
grant us continued wisdom and
discernment to know how to respond
to the challenges and opportunities
that lie ahead.

Rev Lyndon Bowring, CARE Chairman
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me? We have to consider how
humans should regard these
machines: whether to treat them as
mere tools or as pets – humanoid
companions to love and even be
given legal status.

Other scenarios have been raised.
Elon Musk, founder of Tesla driverless
cars and space pioneer believes that
with AI ‘we are summoning the
demon’ that poses ‘humanity’s
biggest existential threat’...Musk is so
worried that he’s donated
$10,000,000 to research how we
can keep robot intelligence safe.

Should Christians oppose or
welcome this new revolution, with

both its benefits and dangers? This
new robotic order could help us
share the gospel, feed the hungry,
heal the sick, restore peace and
protect us from natural disasters. But

BOOK REVIEW: The Robots Are Coming by Nigel Cameron

Having just finished reading this book it is a highly interesting and challenging
look at the present and future impact robots are going to have on society and our
individual lives; and as suggested, poses some challenging questions for us as
Christians. It is very easy reading and fairly simplistic, and as such it is not a
detailed technical analysis of robotics, but it raises many practical issues that WILL
change our lives over the coming generations.
You may not have thought about the subject before, but this is not science fiction
– these are questions and challenges that we will face in our life times.   MP        

Available from CARE, paperback £9.99
Tel: 020 7233 0455 or care.org.uk

"I highly recommend Nigel Cameron’s brilliant new book, The
Robots are Coming: Us, Them and God, published by CARE. He
explores theological, moral and practical issues and poses some
pertinent questions for us now and for future generations. And
before you think ‘that’s not for me!’ I found it a riveting read,
written in clear layman’s language." Rev Lyndon Bowring
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Many  happy returns to Monica
at her 90th Birthday Party !

The amazing ‘bible’ cake, and Monica pictured
with Heather, from the Bible Society.

Sofia Renewal Centre
It is some time since we have had news from the Sofia
Baptist Church, Bulgaria, who we supported in the
launch of their Renewal Centre, and to whom we send
a gift each Christmas towards their Winter Fund for the
poor and needy. They report:

“In its first two years of operation Sofia Baptist Church’s
new Renewal Centre has become a buzzing seven day-
a-week operation with world-wide connections and
international-standard facilities, yet it is focussed on
some of the most vulnerable people in Bulgarian
society. It is dynamic, truly unique ... and expanding.

The Centre is led by pastors
Teodor and Dimitrina Opernov.
Together they provide practical
help, friendship, training and
spiritual guidance, an effective
holistic approach that benefits
many lives.”

If you would like to receive
updates, speak to Angie.

Your World Mission
Team also give
Christmas gifts to
all the mission-
aries we support,
on your behalf,
such as Irene:

“Thank you to all
at the Vine, thank
you so much for my
gift, that is so kind. I
will spend it on
Kindle books and
will save some for
good coffees on my
next trip to the UK.

With best wishes for
2018, much
appreciation for
your thoughtfulness
and love. Irene”

ALARIC
Many of you may
already have heard
the sad news that
Alaric’s father died
of a heart attack on
the 2nd November,
and our thoughts and prayers go out
to him and the family. He writes:

“First and foremost, a tremendous
thank you for all your prayers for me
and my family. My father’s funeral on
the 23rd November was a
tremendous occasion - a time of
honouring God and what He did
through my father’s life...The grief
process is
ongoing and
affecting each of
us in different
ways (my brother
is particularly
struggling) so
your continued
prayers would be
appreciated.

OMF News. Work beckons and I am
returning on 6th January. Your prayers
for the future would also be
appreciated. My initial plan is to
return with the long-term view being
to try to finish this term (i.e. Dec.
2019) but to review this plan every
three months or so, to see whether my
mother and brother are coping with
their situation. I want to engage fully
with the work and not be only half
there. Pray for focus and wisdom.”

13

ELIZABETH is encouraged that
the completion of the New
Testament in the Bena language is
now in sight, and is starting to focus
on developing
ideas as to
how to
e n g a g e
the Bena
people in
o w n i n g
a n d
s tud ing
the New
T e s t a -
ment for
t h e m -
selves.

MISSIONARYUPDATE
Looking Back, Looking Forward
- thoughts from London City
Mission’s CEO Graham Miller:

“As we look back on 2017, we reflect
on the political polarisation played
out in the General Election, increased
knife crime, terrorism and tragedies
like Grenfell Tower. Now more than
ever, London needs Jesus.

As we think about the coming year,
some will be filled with expectation
and excitement whilst others may feel
great apprehension and fear. None of
us really knows what even tomorrow
will bring, but thank God, as
Christians, we know the One who
holds the future and promises to be
with us through it all.”

STOP
PRESS

Elizabeth asks for
prayers for an

upcoming meeting in
March with their primary

funders for the next 3 year
plan. This will involve a lot
of planning over the next
2 months along with an

important internal
planning meeting in

February to
prepare.
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FEBRUARY PRAYER DIARY
"They worshipped Him, then presented Him with gifts”

(Matthew 2:11)

Sunday 4 London City Mission
5 Richard & Angie Anstead
6 - Thomas & Ethan
7 Solo’s 10.15am
8 Sally Aylward
9 Tony & Lizzie Bourne

10 - Aaliyah & Abigail
Sunday 11 SMILE – Clive & Ruth

12 Crèche
13 Felicity & Alan Boyden
14 BMS Birthday Secretary
15 Helen & Alwyn Brice
16 Elizabeth Broomhall
17 Susan Brown

Sunday 18 Orphaids – John & Brenda
19 Nicky Calvert
20 Christopher Chattell
21 Ministry Leaders
22 David & Jenny Checkley
23 Gus & Jenny Copeland
24 Jim & Sylvia Crockett

Sunday 25 ECM – Daveen & Mike - Portugal
26 Ken & Bernice Das
27 Clive & Ruth Doubleday
28 Rascals

March 1 Bert & Hazel Elliott
2 Frantic Fridays
3 Helen Ellis

Please pray daily for outreach through our membership Please pray daily for our Pastor, his wife and family

JANUARY 
PRAYER DIARY

"We have come to worship Him “ (Matt. 2:2)

Sunday 7 BMS/MENA
8 Jan Saunders
9 Home Groups

10 Luncheon Club 12.30pm
11 Jay & Phoenix Shin
12 Alexander
13 Faith Stanley

Sunday 14 Release
15 Claus & Sara Steinbrecher
16 - Deborah & Hope
17 Rascals
18 - Rachel & David
19 Mission Committee
20 Anthea Taylor

Sunday 21 W.B.T. - Elizabeth
22 Monica Wain
23 Girlfriends
24 David & Sarah Wheeler
25 - Noah & Eve
26 Frantic Fridays
27 Anna-Teresa Whitelock

Sunday 28 OMF – Alaric
29 Betty Williams
30 Martin & Maggie Williams
31 5th Weds..Mission Prayer Mtg. 8pm

February 1 Davida & Colin Woodman
2 Barrie Worsell
3 "Forward" Team
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AFRICA
Nigeria 

Christians in nor-
thern and central
Nigeria continue
to suffer regular
and devastating
attacks by Islamist terrorists and Fulani
militants.

Our partner reported that during one
recent five-week period 12
communities were attacked, 75 people
killed, 23 injured, 489 houses burnt
and 13,726 people displaced.

Kenya

The Islamist terror group al Shabaab,
known for its brutal persecution of
Christians in Somalia, is likely to
continue to extend its reach into
neighbouring Kenya during 2018.

Eritrea

Hundreds of evangelical Christians
remain detained without trial under the
repressive regime of President Isaias

Afewerki (pictured)
who since 2002 has
banned all evan-
gelical and pente-
costal churches.

At least 170 believers
have suffered more
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pRaYIng FoR ouR peRSeCu
JanuaRY 7 - 13

JanuaRY 14 - 20

JanuaRY 21 - 27 

Jan. 28 - FeB. 3

than ten years in jail in appalling
conditions. Despite international
pressure, the government continues to
arrest and imprison believers at will.

EASTERN ASIA
China

Several key factors
indicate that un-
r e g i s t e r e d
(‘illegal’) house
churches in China
will face in-
creasingly tough
measures to control their activities in
2018. Especially because the new
Regulations on Religious Affairs come
into force in February 2018, giving the
state much greater control over
churches and other places of worship.

Our partner China Aid reports the
current condition of religious freedom
in China is the worst it has ever been
since the Cultural Revolution.

North Korea

Reliably we can say of the 100,000
Christians, about 30,000 are in
concentration camps. Things have
always been this bad because North
Korea sees Christainity as an offshoot
of American imperialism. Christians
will continue to experience horrendous
levels of torture and imprisonment.
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uTeD BRoTHeRS & SISTeRS
FeBRuaRY 4 - 10

FeBRuaRY 11 - 17

FeBRuaRY 18 - 24

FeB. 25 - maRCH 3

SOUTH ASIA
Afghanistan

Those who convert to Christ-ianity face
severe pressure in their communities
and, under Islamic law, the death penalty.

India

During 2017 Christian human rights
groups described the increase in the
number of attacks as ‘alarming’. For
example, Hindu militants compelled
officials and police in Tamil Nadu state
to close 10 churches and threaten a
further 20 churches.

Pakistan

Christians face discrimination at work,
in education and the legal system.
Each year a number are charged
under the blasphemy laws, which are
open to abuse by those wishing to
settle personal grievances.

Sri Lanka

One of the main challenges is the
persecution fuelled by extremist

Buddhist monks.
Often they rally
local people to
attack churches,
to beat up pastors
and to threaten
families of those
who would be
followers of Jesus.

MIDDLE
EAST
Egypt

Despite changes
to the constitution,
Christians remain second-class
citizens. Christian girls continue to be
at risk of abduction and made to
convert to Islam, to be forced into
marriage or sold to strangers.

Iraq

Civil conflict continues to force
Christians to flee to neighbouring
countries. In 2018 the northern region
of Kurdistan will remain home to more
than two million displaced Iraqis.

Iran

The authorities have been targeting
those who are involved in any kind of
Christian ministry. 

This is a campaign to stop the spread
of Christianity, to arrest those who are
leading house churches and those who
are involved in evangelism and
teaching. In addition, those arrested
are being forced to pay large sums of
money to avoid imprisonment.

Extracts from the
January edition of
Release International’s
magazine Voice.


