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SEEKING TO BE THE HANDS AND FEET OF JESUS IN THE COMMUNITY
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As I write this article, I have two
scenes in front of me: as I look out

of the window I can see my garden full
of beautiful flowers and colour … and
life. As I turn my head towards the
television and the morning news, I see
pictures of harrowing scenes inside the
Manchester arena, where 22 children
and young adults have just been
slaughtered to death and 60 injured. 

A scene of evil and death. And my
mind is trying to process all that I am
seeing and feeling – out of one eye I
see beauty and good and life – and
out of the other eye I see horror and
evil and death. As a human being and
as a Christian, I struggle with all the
emotions I am feeling.

This week has also seen the start of
the Election campaign, and

listening to politicians, in the midst of
the Campaign, also trying to find
answers to the complexity of our world
today and how to lead a country in
2017! (I, for one, would not like to be
Prime Minister, having to preside over
such complex issues).

As Christians we can be tempted to
despair and give up because of what
we see going on around us. It would
be tempting to crawl into our Christian
shells and just say: ‘Well, it’s up to
God to sort everything out.’ And, of
course, at the final Judgement, he will.

BUT, until then, He has called us to
be His hands and feet in the world in
which He has placed us. And, I
believe, that includes taking an active
interest in the politics in our country, as
well as showing His love to everyone

we come in
contact with.

So, I would
urge you to
please vote this
year – to take a
keen and
active interest
in who is
elected to lead
this country.
You may ask,
why should I
vote? Well here
are a few
reasons, as a
Christian, you
should do so.

1. Voting publicly recognises that we
submit to the authority of the political
system in our nation as established by
God. (Romans 13:1-7)

2. Voting recognises the equality of all
people and their right to speak and be
heard. (Deuteronomy 10:17-19)

3. It is one way that we can obey God's
command to seek the good of those
around us and our nation as a whole.
(Jeremiah 29:5-6) 

4. It shows that we care deeply about
who our leaders are as we are urged
to offer prayer and intercession on
their behalf. (1 Timothy 2:1,2) 

5. It is a simple yet significant way we
can do something about politics in our
nation. 'All that is required for evil to
prevail is for good men to do nothing',
Edmund Burke. (Psalms 34:14) 

PASTOR’SPIECE
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THE CHURCH MAGAZINE can only be as useful as YOU make it, so please
pass on anything you think will be of interest to the fellowship.
FINAL COPY DATE for the September issue is Sunday 20 August 2017.

So... See me on Sunday’s, phone me on 01732 469486 or
Email me at martinpalmer1@sky.com

God bless, Martin.

Sunday Services
start at 10.30 am

Grape 7 for 3-10 year olds
During Sunday service
Contact: Michelle Ellis 
01732 669692

Rascals
for pre-school children & babies. Meet
Wednesday’s from 10.00-11.30am
Contact: Sheila Pearson 
01732 454524

Frantic Fridays for 8-11 s
Meet Friday evenings at 5-7pm
Contact: Stefan Reckless 
07772 792035

CHuRCH

CONTACTS:
PASTOR: Rev Jim Crockett 01732 452905
ADMINISTRATOR: Fiona Murray 01732 360866
SECRETARY: Davida Woodman 01732 459741
YOUTH WORKER: Stefan Reckless 07772 792035  email: stefan_reckless2@hotmail.co.uk

The church office is open Tuesday & Thursday 9am - 3.30pm
Vine Baptist Church, Park Lane, Sevenoaks TN13 3EH. Tel. 01732 740634
vinebaptistchurch@talktalk.net     www.vinebaptistchurch.org.uk

A C T I V I T I E S CHuRCHC O N T A C T S
Church Leaders:
Church Secretary - Davida Woodman
Finance - Derek Ford
Maintenance - Vacant
Outreach -  James Penn
Pastoral - Hazel Elliott
World Mission - Martin Palmer
Worship - Fiona Murray
Youth - Stefan Reckless

Home Group Leaders:
Helen Ellis 
Nick Ellis 
Jenny Marchant 
Monica Wain

Prayer Chain:
Felicity Boyden / Hazel Elliott

Church Magazine:
Martin Palmer
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6. It makes a difference the way a
grain of salt makes a difference, and
that is how we are to influence our
society for good. (Matthew 5:13) 

7. It is a privilege not to be taken for
granted. Those of us who reap the
benefits of living in a democracy
should play a part in upholding
democracy.

8. Not voting is a form of voting, as it
will influence the outcome. We need to
take responsibility for our actions, as
well as our lack of actions. (Luke
10:25-37) 

9. Voting has biblical precedence for
example Acts 14:23 describes that the
early Christians elected elders by
voting. 

10. Voting is part of our stewardship to
use all the resources we have been
given in ways that honour God; to
waste a vote is to squander a gift.

So – whatever your political
ideology, please get out there and
vote, and by so doing, say that as a
Christian, you care about who leads
our country.

But also, in light of the Manchester
bombing (and anything else that

has happened since I sent this to the
Editor), we must pray for our leaders
and the leaders of the world as they try
to grapple with this evil.

I want to close by trying to answer
the question which may be on many of
our minds: 

When pain is so heartfelt and so
personal, it’s only natural to ask, Why
does God allow such evil to happen?
If God is so great and so good, why
does He allow human beings to hurt
each other?

Rick Warren suggests ‘The answer
lies in what is both our greatest
blessing and our worst curse: our
capacity to make choices. God has

given us a free will. Made in God's
image, he has given us the freedom to
decide how we will act and the ability
to make moral choices. This is one
asset that sets us apart from animals,
but it also is the source of so much pain
in our world. Every one of us is capable
of making selfish, self-centred or even
evil choices. Whenever that happens,
people get hurt.’

The Bible explains the root of evil:
"This is the crisis we're in: God's

light streamed into the world, but men
and women everywhere ran for the
darkness ... because they were not
really interested in pleasing God"
(John 3:19, Message). We're far more
interested in pleasing ourselves than
we are in pleasing the one who
made us.

Many other questions race through
our minds during dark days, but the
answers will not come from pollsters,
pundits or politicians. We must look to
God and his Word for comfort and
direction, for answers to our questions.

We must humble ourselves and
admit that each of us often chooses to
ignore what God wants us to do.

We are asking Politicians to solve a
problem that has ultimately

nothing to do with politics – a problem
that has to do with the human heart
and it’s condition. But I urge you, to
pray for our Leaders; to support them
where you can; and to rise up in
prayer against an evil that is so great,
ONLY God can bring the ultimate
resolution.

We were made for a relationship
with God, but he waits for us to choose
him. He is ready to comfort, guide and
direct us through these extremely
difficult time. But the choice is ours.



4

Hi everyone,
Hope you’re all enjoying the sunshine! This year has gone really well in
terms of our church youth and children’s work. We started our new
children’s club "Frantic Fridays" back in September, and since then it has
really grown rapidly in a relatively short space of time, so I’m really
grateful to the Lord for the way He has added His blessing to it! On
one particular evening we had 41 children come along, and we’re over 60
on the register now, so praise God!

I’m also really grateful for all of the hard work and commitment of
those who have been able to come along and help run the club this year!
We have an excellent team of people who support our children’s work
on a Friday night, and without them, the outreach that we do at Frantic
Fridays wouldn’t be possible!

Another exciting development this year has been our involvement with
St. John’s Primary school. Because so many children come along to
Frantic Fridays from St. John’s, it was lovely to have the school contact
us recently to explore what exciting ways we might be able to work
together! As part of my work with the church, I will soon be starting a
new Friday lunch club for the children at the school,
and will be working with Father Robin and Father
Matthew from St. John’s church, so some exciting
times are ahead of us!

Well, hopefully that gives you a little bit of a
flavour as to what’s been happening this year! But
please do continue to pray for all of the youth
and children’s work that happens here at the
church, and if you’d like to get involved, then
please don’t hesitate to come and have a chat!

Best wishes, Stefan.

BMS Birthday Scheme sends greetings for
a very Happy Birthday to:

16 June Ben Boyden
Sam Boyden

19 June Davida Woodman
4 July Ruby Marchant

12 July Caroline Radford
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I have to confess I have a dark secret.
At least, it’s something I don’t readily
admit to – I enjoy reading the Puritans!
I have read them for most of my life so
I don’t find the 17th century language
difficult; but I acknowledge if you come
to them fresh you may well struggle.

Due to the mis-conceptions and
inability to grasp the meaning of the
gospel, most modern historians have
created the image of the Puritans as
irrelevant, almost comical. Sadly this
is simply not true. I would suggest
that since the Reformation, most of
our modern systematic theology is
based on the thinking and exegesis
of the Puritan Divines.

I could go on longer, but the point
of this is to consider an important
issue. I recently came across the
following two examples on
repentence that started me thinking
– what would you make of the
following quotes:

‘Repentance unto life is a saving
grace, whereby a sinner, out of a
true sense of sin, and apprehension
of the mercy of God in Christ, doth,
with grief and hatred of sin, turn
from it unto God, and endeavour
after new obedience’

Westminster Shorter Catechism,

Question 87 (1647)

‘We do earnestly repent. And are
heartily sorry for these our
misdoings. The remembrance of
them is grievous unto us. The
burden of them is intolerable.’

Book of Common Prayer (1662)

Old fashioned? Of little relevance to
today’s busy Christian living? But
sometimes our reaction may say more
about our superficial view of sin, rather
than an over exaggeration on the part
of previous centuries.

But I wonder, is my understanding of
sin clear enough? Do I fully
comprehend the depth of the wonder

of redemption? If
I shine the full
light of Scripture
on my plight
outside of the
saving grace
applied to me by
the power of the
Holy Spirit
through the
sinless life and
precious blood of
Jesus, God’s only
Son, do I happily
go on my way
with a ‘thank

you’, or am I cast down in sackcloth
and ashes like the people of Nineveh
when Jonah declared the pending
wrath of a jealous God (Jonah ch.3)?

Don’t get me wrong, I am not
suggesting we start talking with thee’s
and thou’s and read from the
Authorised Version, but I just have this
nagging feeling that we are missing
something. But then again, I also am
probably just too old and of a previous
generation that just needs to get with it
and move with the times. 

What do you think?
MP

The Good Old Days...
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Come and
meet and
pray for
Robert and
the team:

Wednesday
14 June
7.30pm
St. Nicks.
Rectory Lane
Sevenoaks
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WORLD MISSION

SUNDAY
SUNDAY 20th AUGUST
Special guest speaker, Tim
Hollingdale from FEBA, will be
sharing about their work and
the preaching of the gospel
over the airwaves.
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ELECTION
special

CARE have an excellent web
site www.engage17.org.uk
where all the information
you may need exists to gain
a Christian perspective on
all the important issues,
equipping Christians for the
General Election.
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FAMILY JUSTICE LIFE

Do you want
the law to show

support for
marriage and

family life?

Do you want
freedom and
restoration

brought to the
oppressed and

abused?

Do you want to
see all human

life valued and
protected?
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‘ I have laboured and toiled and have often gone without
sleep; I have known hunger and thirst and have often gone
without food; I have been cold and naked … Who is weak,
and I do not feel weak? Who is led into sin, and I do not
inwardly burn?’ … But He said to me, "My grace is
sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in
weakness". Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about
my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me …
For when I am weak, then I am strong.’ 1 Cor. 12:9-10

17



16 9

In writing to the Corinthians,
Paul is driven to recount his

sufferings and experiences as
a servant of Jesus Christ
(chapters 11-12). In answer to
the false teaching corrupting
the Corinthian church – that
the Christian life should be one
of victory, success, and living
on an exalted spiritual plain –
Paul accounts rather his
weakness and what on the
surface, appears to be a life of
failures and disasters. His life
seemed to be exactly the
opposite of what the false
teachers were espousing.

The things Paul tells us here
should be both a rebuke and
an encouragement. There is
nothing unnatural for the
Christian to experience
hardships in any area of life.
We are not exempt.  Not only
did the apostle suffer
persecution, which we can
understand, but he also
suffered a catalogue of human
disasters. He was shipwrecked
3 times (and that’s before Acts
27!), given up as dead on one
occasion, along with the rest of
the long list of opposition,
pain, suffering, danger, fear,
humiliation, and extreme need
listed in these chapters.

One commentator writes:
‘Why did God allow such

things to overtake him? What
purpose did it serve in the life

and ministry of the apostle?
We cannot answer. But neither
should we. God does not say
we will not pass through the
valley of the shadow of death –
but He does promise to be with
us there (Psalm 23:4)’. Suffice
it to say that on reflection Paul
saw the suffering and
‘weakness’ of his human
experience as the very basis on
which he could praise God as
his strength and Saviour.

We may not consider
ourselves in the same league
as the apostle, but our lives
can be dark and uncertain, our
suffering just as real. So do not
believe any who tell you that
such things should not happen
to a Christian, and do not
believe your own heart when it
suggests you must be a failure
as a Christian, or there is
something wrong with your
faith.

Look upward and look
forward. Do not shut Him

out, for it is in the dark times
when Jesus promises to walk
beside you, and if necessary, to
carry you. For some, the
Christian walk seems too beset
by difficulties. Yet, whatever the
problems, we are to continue
to run the race set before us,
looking to Jesus, the author
and finisher of our faith. For it
is He who will, unerringly,
bring us to our heavenly home.

MP
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The Baptist Assembly in
Harrogate, Yorkshire this year
was a wonderful opportunity
for Baptists from accross the
country to gather, learn,
fellowship and worship.

Hosted by BMS World Mission
and Baptists Together, this
year’s Assembly saw the
induction of a new Baptists
Together President - Diane
Tidball - and also a farewell 

to BMS General Director David Kerrigan. It also
featured the usual mix of Baptist family business,
feedback and information, as well as opportunities
to learn and be challenged in a number of excellent
seminars.

Report from BMS 
blog 18 May 2017

2017 Baptist Missionary
Society Assembly
13-14 May 2017
Harrogate, Yorkshire

Above: David Kerrigan.

Right: new BMS
General Director Dr
Kang-San Tan, of
Malaysia, pictured
with his wife.

“...that all of
them may be one,
Father, just as

you are in me and
I am in you. May
they also be in us
so that the world

may believe
that you have

sent me.”

15
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Please pray daily for our Pastor, his wife and family

JUNE PRAYER DIARY
"Your Word is...a light for my path “  (Psalm 119:105)

Sunday 4 Projection Team 
5 Tony & Lizzie Bourne
6 - Aaliyah & Abigail
7 Solo’s 10.15am
8 Felicity & Alan Boyden
9 Helen & Alwyn Brice

10 - Charles & Emma
Sunday 11 Church Anniversary & BBQ

12 Elizabeth Broomhall
13 Susan Brown
14 Ministry Leaders 8pm
15 Mike & Jennifer Brown
16 WMAG 10.45am
17 Nicky Calvert

Sunday 18 ‘Forward’ Team
19 Christopher Chattell
20 David & Jenny Checkley
21 Home Group Week
22 Gus & Jenny Copeland
23 Jim & Sylvia Crockett
24 Ken & Bernice Das

Sunday 25 Church Meeting
26 Clive & Ruth Doubleday
27 Bert & Hazel Elliott
28 ‘Safe to Grow’
29 Helen Ellis
30 Nick & Michelle Ellis

July 1 - Calum & Niamh
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Elizabeth & Wycliffe
Elizabeth in now back in the UK early to
spend time caring for her sister and family.
Please continue to pray for a difficult
situation and for wisdom all round in caring
and supporting all involved.
Her official furlough starts on the 11th June until

the 5th September. In a recent review of
finances, with the exchange rates between
the pound against the dollar and Tz shilling
improving, Elizabeth calculates a shortfall
of £19 a month in her support, so please
pray this will be resolved before she returns.

ALARIC
OMF News. As
many of you may
already know
our leader, David
Ferguson, went
to glory on
Tuesday 25th
April and the
funerals were held on the 28th
and 29th. Both services were joy-
filled occasions with the certainty
of the living hope of the
resurrection an almost tangible
thing.

Please pray for the powers that
be as they look to appoint a
replacement. The pool to fish
from is extremely small and there
will be other holes left in mission
leadership. Pray for wisdom,
flexibility, sacrifice and unity.

Church life at Hiragishi Izumi
has settled down a bit. Numbers
are still low at church but there is
a real sense of unity, care and
love for which much praise goes
to God, and thanks also to you
for praying for us.

Personally I am going through
one of my periodic sleepless
times. Despite a complicated
system of blackouts I often wake
with the light and then take ages
to sleep again, finally dropping
off as the alarm clock goes!
With thanks for all your kindness

and faithfulness in bringing this
work and this worker to God in
prayer.

MISSIONARYUPDATE
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Although the UK media portrays India as
a global superpower. the truth is
hundreds of millions of people live in
desperate poverty and squalor. Leprosy-
affected people are inevitably at the
bottom of the heap.

There are more than a million people
physically and mentally scarred by
leprosy. More than half of all new cases
across the world are found in India.

Stigma means people affected by
leprosy are
treated as though
they matter less
than everyone
else, often
publicly shamed
and thrown out
of their homes,
families and
communities.

JULY PRAYER DIARY
"The Word of the Lord stands for ever (1 Peter 1:25)

Sunday 2 Baptist Missionary Society 
3 Jacobus & Karien Esterhuyse
4 - Klarissa & Renee
5 Solo’s 10.15am
6 Chris Faircloth
7 Ian Fielder
8 Mervyn & Ann Gaston

Sunday 9 Bible Society
10 Derek & Simona Ford
11 - Lucia & Leonard
12 Ministry Leaders 8pm
13 Mike & Sharon Francis
14 - Luca & Jonti
15 George & Eileen Henderson

Sunday 16 Release International
17 Davin & Rachael Gaynes
18 - Reid & Elias
19 Rascals
20 Colin & Flora King
21 Miller & Shirley Lang
22 Smile International

Sunday 23 Vineta Lasmane
24 Lucy Lockett
25 Coffee Shop 10am
26 Elis & James London
27 - Natalie, Peter & Jonathan
28 Colin London-Latter
29 Wycliffe Bible Translators

Sunday 30 Tim & Jennie Longthorne
31 - Amelia & Oliver

Please pray daily for outreach through our membership
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