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Hi, and welcome to this special
edition of our bi-monthly Church
magazine. In this edition we are
remembering our local heroes who
have given their lives in war for our
freedom and peace, and we are
looking at God as Creator.

As we approach Christmas, as
Christians we celebrate the coming
of our Saviour, Jesus Christ as the
Prince of Peace. The One who can
transform individual lives. 

All of us, I believe, want peace in
our lives, but that can only truly
come if we have made our own
personal peace with God., and to
experience His presence in our
lives.

So � let me ask you � this
Christmas will YOU see and
experience God? The answer, I
guess depends on where you are
looking and what you are looking for
� much like that first Christmas!

Why not come and join with us
this Christmas as we celebrate the

coming of the Prince of Peace,
and as we search for the

meaning of life, which only
God can reveal to us � and is

only found in Jesus!
God bless,
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Sunday Services
start at 10.30 am

Grape 7 for 3 -10 year olds
During Sunday service

Rascals
for pre-school children & babies. 
Wednesday’s 10.00 - 11.30am

Coffee Shop
Wednesday’s from 10.00am

Frantic Fridays for 8-11 s
Friday evenings at 5 - 7pm

Vibe Youth Club for 11-16 s
Friday evenings at 7 - 9pm

CHuRC H

CONTACTS:
PASTOR: Rev Jim Crockett 

ADMINISTRATOR: Fiona Murray 

SECRETARY: Maggie Williams 

YOUTH WORKER: Stefan Reckless 

The church office is open 
Tuesday & Thursday 9am - 3.30pm
Vine Baptist Church, Park Lane, 
Sevenoaks TN13 3UP. 

Tel. 01732 740634

vinebaptistchurch@talktalk.net
www.vinebaptistchurch.org.uk

A C T I V I T I E S
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Enjoy this 

Christmas time 

in a special way 

at our friemdly

Candlelight Carol Service
on Sunday 23 December at 5pm

As a church we support a
number of charities (see

page 7) and at this time of
year it is good to think of
others around the world not
so fortunate as ourselves. 

One particular way is via the
Smile Hampers. For more
details and the opportunity to
purchase, go to:

smileinternational.org
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SCIENCE &God
Can they co-exist? - The views of a Christian scientist

You might think that as a
scientist, I should have enough

intellect to reject the notion that
there is a creator God and not
subscribe to these medieval
tendencies of faith, to open my
eyes and see the truth. But I would
argue I have done just that.

Is it more rational to consider
belief in a creator God or to
believe we are the result of some
random cosmic accident? The
more I look at the limited known
facts of our universe the more
convinced I am that it is not an
accident - that there is purpose and
reason and function to it. 

However, if you would rather
believe that it’s all derived from a
big bang, a series of random
accidents, then please continue to
do so, and when your time has
come then you will be no more.

I take comfort in another
understanding and believe that the
universe was created in, and
purposed by love, the love of a

divine creator God who is in and
through all things. 

Wait a minute you must be
thinking, isn’t he meant to be a
scientist and yet he sounds more
like a whack job, how come? 

Well let me explain. For me it’s
the observation that
the universe is driven
by laws and relation-
ships not random
events, in fact the
more you look the
more you can see the
order of things - dare
I say a design which
certainly speaks to
my engineering
background.

One of the
validations for this
thought is the
existence of beauty at
all levels of our
universe, from the
greatest expanse of
galaxies and planets
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down to the sub atomic
structures. For me this
reflects the work of a
loving creator infusing
beauty were it most
certainly would never be
seen by human eyes. 

Even at the basic level,
do you ever just take
time to look around you
at nature, at the real
world and not the media
defined world. The world
around us trees, birds,
insects all linked together
in relationships, all
processing a uniqueness
and yet a connectivity
that defies human
explanation. When I
study the simplest of
things at the sub-atomic
level I find it imposible to
view these things as a
simple accident.

Chance?
"Sometimes people appeal to the example of a
lottery to justify the chance existence of a life-
supporting universe [whether that is as a Big-
Bang or the latest M-Theory (superstring)]. In a
lottery where all the tickets are sold, its
fantastically improbable that any one person
should win, yet somebody has to win!

In the same way they argue, some life-
supporting universe has to exist. The winner of
the universe lottery would also be unjustified to
think that its existence would be the result of
design as all the universes are equally
improbable, but one of them, by chance, has to
win.

This analogy is actually very helpful because it
enables us to see clearly where the argument of
chance has misunderstood the argument for a
design created universe. The lottery analogy is
misconceived because it focuses on why a
particular person won.

The correct analogy would be a lottery in
which billions and billions and billions of white
ping-pong balls were mixed together with just
one black ball.

Now notice that any particular ball that is
selected is equally improbable. No matter which
ball rolls down the chute, the odds against any
one particular ball are fantastically improbable.
But some ball must roll down the chute, and this
is the chance argument. That point, however, is
irrelevant because we’re not trying to explain why
any particular ball was picked.

The crucial point is that whichever ball rolls
down the chute, it is overwhelmingly more likely
to be white than black. Getting the black ball is
no more improbable than getting any particular
white ball. But it is incomprehensively more
probable that you will get a white ball instead of
the black ball."

A brief edited extract from "On Guard" by William Lance
Craig, pages 111-117, published by David C Cook.

The implication being, that even on purely logical
grounds, it is far more reasonable to believe in a
designed universe capable of supporting life than
a chance universe, when the odds are so
fantastically beyond comprehension.

Þ



6

But what about you and me.
Why do we exist, what point is

there to life if we have no purpose
- no meaning?

Science has looked everywhere
for a ‘self’ - what the Bible calls a
soul - in the human organism. It
cannot be found. Science has no
answer to the ultimate questions of
life, of my existence, other than as
a random evolutionary accident.

But ask yourself this one simple
and serious question - do you not
feel there should be more? 

As a Scientist one aspect that I so
love is the mystery of all this.
Because science cannot answer
such issues it rejects them. Science
has no idea as to the eternal and
science can not measure love.

As a Christian I can bring the
Bible’s viewpoint to these

matters, to speak of an eternal
creator God -
science can most
definitely not
handle that
concept at all and
I just love that!

I do not find
any inherent
c o n t r a d i c t i o n
between science
and Christian
faith. Indeed this
should not be a
surprise if you
look into the Bible
and the story of
creation and love
it contains. How
God as creator so

loved his
c r e a t e d
ones He
sent his
m o s t
precious
s o n
Jesus to
c o m e
and give
himself in
sacrifice to
pay for our
sins and mistakes. 

As for me personally, I did not
want to confess there is a God.
How could there be, where is the
scientific proof of a creator God? 

Show me the evidence then I will
believe, but the more I tried to deny
there is a God the more I could
not. Finally, literally on my knees I
just had to confess there is a God
and that was it for me, I felt the
darkness recede and just knew
Jesus as my saviour King.

This opportunity for meaning and
purpose to life and eternal life

thereafter, is open to all. God is not
just with us, not just beside us, not
just under us, not just over us, but
within us, at the deepest level, and
in our inmost being. A step beyond
the ‘self’ of meaninglessness to a
soul in communion with God.

My prayer is that if you have
read this far you will open your
heart as I did and begin that search
for meaning and purpose. God is
there and He is not silent.

Richard

Richard has been
involved in bio-
technology for 35
years. As a biologist,
biochemist and an
engineer he has been
involved in the
development of drugs
that treat cancer,
rheumatoid arthritis
and many diseases.



Long time church member
Elizabeth serves with Wycliffe

Bible Translators in
Tanzania, translating
the New Testament into

the local Bena
dialect. Elizabeth
and her team aim
to complete the NT
by the end of
2020.

We were also
priveleged to
have Clive and
Ruth, the

founders of
Smile
International as
church members
until their recent

house move. Smile provide
relief aid to Eastern Europe,
Africa,  India and many other
needy places.

Release
International
is a highly
regarded

organisation supporting and
reporting on those persecuted
for their faith around the world.

The Baptist
Missionary Society

is one of the
primary
Societies we
support. A close
friend of the
church, Ann,
continues to serve

as a specialist cancer
nurse in
an
Indian
mission
hospital. 

Our church member,
Alan, is closely
involved in the local
Sevenoaks
Welcomes Refugees
project.

Alaric serves in
Japan with the
Overseas
Missionary

Fellowship as a
cultural and
language
consultant to
foreign students

studying in Japan.
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W O R L D  M I S S I O N
Vine Baptist Church is committed to supporting and caring for the needy
throughout the world. As a church we give a significant portion of our
income to our World Mission Team, who prayerfully and financially support
Missions and Charities with whom we have links or personal contacts.
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The Vine Baptist Church
memorial plaque named six men
who gave their lives in the First
World War. Five of these appear
on the Sevenoaks War Memorial.

Ernest Harry Marsh (Private)
8th Battalion, The Queen's Own
Royal West Kent Regiment

Ernest was born in 1882, the son of
Thomas, a boot mender and
shopkeeper, and his wife Jane. In
1891, the family were living at No.99
High Street. He married Ethel
Constance Heath in 1909. 

By 1911, Ernest was living with his
wife, working as a clothier's assistant
and boarding with Ethel's parents,
Charles and Emily Heath on Beech
Road in Sevenoaks. By 1914 the
couple had two daughters, Kathleen
Elvery and Elvery Drayson and another
child followed.

Ernest enlisted in November 1915
and went to France in December
1916. His service records survive and
include a letter from his wife, at the
time living at No. 21 Lime Tree Walk, a
month after being notified that her
husband was missing and asking the
authorities for further information. He
was killed by a shell on 18 June 1917
aged 35. He is remembered on the
Menin Gate Memorial.

Second Lieut. Tanner writing to Mrs
Marsh says: 
'Your husband had been in my
platoon for some months and had at
all times displayed the greatest
courage and devotion to duty. He

accompanied me on several
dangerous patrols and I looked
upon him as one of my bravest and
most reliable men. We buried him in
the trenches on Mount Sorrel.'

George H. Walford (Corporal) 
Royal Flying Corps formerly Royal
Warwickshire Regiment

George Herbert Walford was born in
Kenilworth, Warwickshire in 1894 and
appears to have lived with his father,
George, and mother, Elizabeth. 

He later came to Sevenoaks to live
with his uncle, Frederick Cronk, living
at No. 20 St Botolph's Road. George
appears to have initially joined the
Royal Warwickshire Regiment, later
transferring to the Royal Flying Corps
and serving as a corporal. He was
killed on 26 June 1917 aged 23.

Lest We Forget
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Victor Reginald Record
(Lance Sergeant)
The Queen's Own Royal West
Kent Regiment

Victor Record was born in Tooting,
London, in 1901, the son of Josiah,
inn keeper of the Lomb Inn at
Sundridge and his wife Sarah.

By 1911, the family had moved to
Ash Villa, No. 3 Bayham Road and
Josiah was working as a gardener. 

Victor enlisted at the start of the war
and went to France in May 1917. He
was recorded in the pages of the
Sevenoaks Chronicle as missing and
was later confirmed as having been
killed in action. 

He died 21st March 1918 aged 23.
His name is on the Pozieres Memorial,
France.

Leonard Brooker (Private)
5th (Service) Battalion, Royal
Berkshire Regiment (Princess
Charlotte of Wales), formerly
Gloucestershire Regiment

Leonard Brooker was born in 1899,
the son of Herbert Brooker, a general
engineer and his wife Ellen. The 1901
Census shows them living on the High
Street, but by 1911, they had moved to
No. 25 Holyoake Terrace, Oak Hill
Road. He enlisted in Whitehall and
initially served with the Gloucestershire
Regiment before transferring to the
Royal Berkshires. The Regiment fought
across the battlefields of the Somme.
He was killed in action on 5th April
1918 aged 19. He is remembered on
the Pozieres Memorial, France.

Henry Basil Burrows (Private)
13th Battalion Royal Fusiliers, formerly
East Surrey Regiment

Henry Burrows was born at No. 162
Clarendon Place, Dover, to Henry, a
journeyman tailor and his wife Emma.
Henry married Flora Lily Kettle on 24th
March 1913. He was living at Wisteria,
No. 56 Bradbourne Road, when he
enlisted in Sevenoaks on 1st
November 1916 and crossed to
France in February 1918. He was
seriously wounded on 6th April and
removed to hospital at Le Treport,
France, where he underwent a leg
amputation. His wife was able to visit
him twice before his death on 7 June
1918 aged 32 and attended his
funeral. He is buried at Mont Huon
Military Cemetery at Le Treport,
France. He is remembered on the
Dover War Memorial and on the
Salem Baptist Church Roll of Honour.

Arthur Tickner
Appears on the church plague but no
information is available.Information provided by Helen Ellis
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One families 
reflections on
what church
means to
them...
Sarah � a little bit about me � I

was brought up in a Christian
family going to a Baptist Church,
so going to church has always
been a big part of my life growing
up. 

I stopped going to church when
I was at Secondary School and
had 7 years away from the
church. I thought I could do
things my way, but then I realised
this was not the case and came
back to faith in Christ, after doing
a Christianity Explored course in
Eastbourne.

David � I started going to VBC

from the age of 6, joining Anchor
Boys and then moving up into

Boys Brigade. I attended Sunday
School on a regular basis and
went on many Boys Brigade
camps to the Isle of Wight
amongst other places. 

I found a real unity from going
to Church, Sunday School and
Boys Brigade and spent many
happy years joining in with these
groups. However, like Sarah I also
had time away from the church
when I thought I could focus on
things I needed, like my career,
money and other things. 

Having met on a night out and
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getting to know each other over
the next few weeks, we both
realised the importance of God in
our lives and decided to do an
Alpha Course together. This
course reinforced our beliefs in
Christ and helped strengthen our
relationship. We then decided to
get married shortly after at a
local church near to Sarah�s
family.

Going to Church now is such

a big part of our lives and since
starting a family when Noah was
born in 2012 and Eve in 2014,
Church has now become even
more important to us. Life can be
hard and challenging with
children, with the many things life
throws at you. 

We feel being in a church
family provides extra
support with the listening,
understanding and
guidance shared from a
variety of individuals
and families who have
experienced the things we
are going through right
now.

The basics of God�s
teachings are so
poignant for bringing
up children in this modern society.
Our hope for the future is that

Noah and Eve will come to know
and have their own relationship
with God. 

For us as a Christian family it
is also very important that our
children attended a Christian faith
school that shares the same
values as us, and that we are all
working together to teach God�s
word. We firmly believe that "God
commands us to teach children
through the word at home and
school" and being a part of a
church reinforces this teaching to
our children and provides a solid
foundation to our Christian lives.

"Train up a child in the way
he should go, and even when
he is old he will not depart
from it" (Proverbs 22:6)
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Recent youth visit to Carroty Wood
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VBC’s Youth Worker,

Stefan, reports on 

the new term...

Hi everyone, 

Well, here we are at the beginning of a new
academic year, and so far we�ve been off to a
great start in terms of our church youth and
children�s work. 

The most exciting thing we did this month
[October] was a trip out for our children and
young people to Carroty Wood outdoor activity centre, where we did high
ropes and abseiling. Despite the fact that we had a fair amount of rain to
contend with, we still had a really great time and the young people involved
put valiant effort into the activities that we did.

The high ropes involved a large climbing frame / assault course which our
youth and children got to climb up, including an activity called the leap of faith!
This is a small wooden platform on top of what was effectively a telegraph pole
which you had to stand on and then jump and hang on to a swing! Scary! 

After that, they also got to have a go at the Abseiling tower as well. We
started off with the beginners wall, and then moved onto the more
advanced wall. At one point, the young people were able to wear an extra
harness which enabled them to go upside down, which quite frankly was
scary to watch, let alone to do! In fact, at one point, one of the teenagers
even managed to do a handstand on the abseiling wall. Amazing! 

Aside from our Carroty Wood trip, it�s also
great to have our children�s club �Frantic
Fridays� for 8 - 11s and our youth club Vibe
for 11 - 16s back up and running again and it�s
lovely to see lots of youth and children from
our surrounding area coming along to these!
So, if you know anyone who might be
interested then feel free to invite them
along! 

God bless, Stefan.

The leap
of faith!



Unfortunately as a consequence
of the delay in my diagnosis, I also
suffered considerable damage to
my spine and chest cavity as the
cancer attacked my spine, rib cage
and particularly my sternum, which
is broken in two places, and
despite the best efforts of the Royal
National Orthopaedic Hospital,
Stanmore, I am told will never
properly heal - so I cope with the
pain from this thanks to a daily
dose of morphine.

o be honest, this probably
sounds worse than the reality 

of my life during this time. I think
the hardest part was having to give

A personal
journey of faith

14

COPING WITH CANCER

s the comedian would say, I
have some good news and 

some bad news – which do you
want first? 

But let me introduce myself. I am
Martin, I have been a member of
VBC for around 8 years. Married to
Margaret and with three grown up
children, I am now retired on
medical grounds after a life of
varying work, and currently
enjoying reading, DIY and walking
my Golden Retriever Rosie.

So the bad news? Well, following
a sustained period of health
problems during 2015 which saw
me in and out of hospital, I was
finally diagnosed with advanced
Myeloma (a cancer which attacks
the white blood cells and bone
marrow – similar to leukaemia) in
December, and there then followed
six months of high dose
chemotherapy in early 2016.

A

T
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up work - yes I know this sounds
strange - but I worked in a school
and I really missed my colleagues,
the work and the children. Also my
wife Margaret is a widely
experienced nurse and was able to
keep a close eye on my health and
treatments. It is no small truth that I
survived this time because of her
wonderful care of me.

Then in the summer of 2017 I
was offered an autograft bone
marrow transplant at Kings
College Hospital, London. I have to
admit this was a hard and painful
time with nearly 6 weeks isolation
as they wiped out and then slowly
rebuilt my immune system. But this
should give me 2-3 years
protection from the cancer, for
although Myeloma is incurable, I
am pleased to say it is currently in
partial remission. I now just have a
monthly drip and blood test to
keep an eye on the situation.

So that’s the bad news!

he good news is that I find if
you put the cancer into the 

context of my life and faith then it
takes on a different perspective.

I have a wonderful family. Our
three grown up children and
granddaughter all live nearby in
Sevenoaks, and my wife and I are
able to enjoy gardening, walking

Rosie and visiting National Trust
properties – anywhere really so
long as there is a good coffee shop
on hand! So all in all I confess I
have a comfortable Sevenoaks life.

But above all that I can view my
illness in the light of my faith. You
see the cancer does not scare me
because death does not scare me.
As a Christian I know that this life is
not all there is, and I have a hope
of heaven through my trust is Jesus
Christ. I also find my church family
is a wonderful help, and I would
not be without the love and care I
receive from our fellowship here at
VBC.

ow of course you can call this 
false optimism, false teaching, 

sheer folly or just the good old
‘opium of the masses’, and I know
that I can never convince you of the
importance of my beliefs. But
amongst all the bad news that we
are surrounded with on a daily
basis, do you have a good news
story of your own?

Perhaps this Christmas time you
would come to church and find out
more about this good news.
Certainly at VBC we would be
delighted to welcome you and chat
with you further...

Martin

T

N



Christmas
Services
Sunday 16th December
10.30 am
Children�s Nativity

Sunday 23rd December
10.30 am
Morning Worship
5 pm
Carols by Candlelight

Tuesday 25th
December 10 am
Christmas Day
family service

Sunday 30th
December
10.30 am
Informal
Communion
Service

Everyone

welcome!


