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SEEKING TO BE THE HANDS AND FEET OF JESUS IN THE COMMUNITY
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A Question of Motivation

Having celebrated the coming
of Christ into our world we

now look forward to what lays
ahead – to seek God’s presence in
our lives and in our fellowship and
to pray for the Spirit’s guidance on
our plans and thoughts. But at the
heart of it, what motivates us; why,
as Christians, do we strive for this
presence and blessing? 

Sometimes, though we may do the
right thing, what actually motivates
us may be simply a sense of duty,
or our conscience prompting us so
that we do not fall short of a
presumed level of Christian activity.
It may be an automatic ‘Christian’
response to a given situation.

But God does not think like this.
God did not send His Son into the
world because it was the right thing
to do to solve the problem of sin.
Christ’s coming is not some after-
thought to a needy world. He did it
because He loves us. But more
than that, John explains in these
verses that God’s motivation is not
just that He loved us – but that He
is love. It is the overwhelming facet

of His nature that He is love and
love is of God, and we know this
God as our God.

Yet how, as Christians, can we
claim to know The Truth? On

what grounds can we claim to
know the answer to the world’s
problems and pronounce that all
other faiths and pathways to God
are false? How is it that John, in
verse 7-8 claims to know the heart
of God?

His statements would be sheer
arrogance were it not for his
previous comment in verse 6 that
we are "of God". In other words
God has taken the initiative. It is
not that we know God, but that
God has revealed himself to us in
the coming of His Son. He chose to
reveal himself to us – indeed I
would go further and say he had
no choice but to send His Son to us
because his nature of love
demanded it.

We know God, we experience His
love, we understand this babe in
the manger is the Saviour of the

"Dear friends, let us love one another for love comes from God.
Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God...This
is how God showed His love among us: He sent His one and only
Son into the world that we might live through Him. This is love:
not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son
as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends, since God so
loved us, we also ought to love one another." 1 John 4:7-11
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THE CHURCH MAGAZINE can only be as useful as YOU make it, so please
pass on anything you think will be of interest to the fellowship.
FINAL COPY DATE for the March issue is Sunday 19 February 2017.

So... See me on Sunday’s, phone me on 01732 469486 or
Email me at martinpalmer1@sky.com

God bless, Martin.

Sunday Services
start at 10.30 am

Grape 7 for 3-10 year olds
During Sunday service
Contact: Michelle Ellis 
01732 669692

Rascals
for pre-school children & babies. Meet
Wednesday’s from 10.00-11.30am
Contact: Sheila Pearson 
01732 454524

Frantic Fridays for 8-11 s
Meet Friday evenings at 5-7pm
Contact: Stefan Reckless 
07772 792035

CHuRCH

CONTACTS:
PASTOR: Rev Jim Crockett 01732 452905
ADMINISTRATOR: Fiona Murray 01732 360866
SECRETARY: Davida Woodman 01732 459741
YOUTH WORKER: Stefan Reckless 07772 792035  email: stefan_reckless2@hotmail.co.uk

The church office is open Tuesday & Thursday 9am - 3.30pm
Vine Baptist Church, Park Lane, Sevenoaks TN13 3EH. Tel. 01732 740634
vinebaptistchurch@talktalk.net     www.vinebaptistchurch.org.uk

A C T I V I T I E S CHuRCHC O N T A C T S
Church Leaders:
Church Secretary - Davida Woodman
Finance - Ken Das
Maintenance - Vacant
Outreach -  James Penn
Pastoral - Hazel Elliott
World Mission - Martin Palmer
Worship - 
Youth - Stefan Reckless

Home Group Leaders:
Helen Ellis 
Nick Ellis 
Jenny Marchant 
Martin & Margaret Palmer
Monica Wain

Prayer Chain:
Felicity Boyden / Hazel Elliott

Church Magazine:
Martin Palmer
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Social Issues

Dear Friends,

Let me begin by wishing you a very blessed New Year 
from all the CARE team.

Last June, CARE hosted one of the most important events in its history, The
P Word Conference, in partnership with Naked Truth. lt was a day of
encouragement, information and practical help for over 400 church leaders
wanting to help people affected by pornography. There are now 24 million
internet pornographic sites viewed by 30,000 people a second.

A highlight of the conference was psychotherapist Paula Hall's clear
biblically based exposition. Her book, ‘Confronting Porn’ is now, in my
estimation, the best book on the subject. Rob Parsons, who attended the P
Word Conference said, 'lt was brilliant and should be rolled out across the
nation for church leaders everywhere’. 

We are absolutely thrilled that, after four years working closely with Lady
Howe and other parliamentarians to provide online safety for children, the
Government's Digital Economy Bill is introducing age-verification measures
for accessing pornographic content online. Earlier this month - working
alongside Claire Perry MP and Fiona Bruce MP - we also succeeded in
ensuring that the same protections apply to both UK and foreign
pornographic websites. This is fantastic news!

We simply could not continue to seek God's generous justice and
righteousness in our nation without your faithful support through prayer,
financial giving and practical involvement. We will
endeavour, with His strength and wisdom, to be a grace-
filled presence in the public square throughout 2017.

May you know God's strength and encouragement in
every area of your life in this coming New Year.

Yours in His grace,

Nola Leach
Chief Executive, Care.
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world because God ‘is love’ and
we have been brought to a point of
knowing that ‘not because we
loved God, but that He first loved
us and sent His Son into the world
as an atonement for our sins" (v.10).

This works out in our faith in two
particular practical ways - ways

that have especially been brought
home to me having spent much of
the past year in various hospitals.

First, this personal relationship we
have with the Creator of the
Universe is an amazing privilege
shared by all who love the truth.
"He who knows God listens to us"
(v.6), there is a common faith
shared by all true believers. 

We may be separated by distance,
by language, by culture etc. but the
Spirit of God transcends all these
and witnesses with our spirit – a
bond which the world simply
cannot understand.

This was brought home to me
when I was in Kings having my
transplant and Maggie forwarded
to me some prayers she had
received for me on her internet
prayer site. Personal prayers for me
from people all around the world
that I would never know or meet,
yet in love prayed to our heavenly
Father on my behalf, and at a
difficult time my spirit was lifted in
praise and thanksgiving to our
loving God. Or the West Indian
nurse I met when we discovered we
were both Christians and had a
wonderful 10 minutes of
fellowship. God is love and we
share this love because of this
precious fact.

Secondly, this God of love binds us
together as a fellowship. Having
been laid aside from the church for
about a year I can vouch for the
value of meeting together! The old
adage is certainly true that you do
not miss something until it is gone,
and I think it is often not even a
conscious awareness, but God’s
Spirit works within all of us to build
us up, to encourage us and to
bless us as we meet together in
worship and praise. 

As we move closer to God in our
individual lives so we will want to
meet together to experience God’s
presence in our corporate lives.

As we look back on the past year
at VBC I can witness to the fact

that God has both blessed us and
drawn us closer together in His
love. Sometimes through difficult
situations and sometimes through
blessings (like receiving 10 new
members in the same month!), but
I believe God has been at work
preparing the way for further
blessing in the coming year.

The world ever wants to demand
more of us and distract us from our
path. Satan delights when he
keeps us away from fellowshipping
with our brothers and sisters. But
we are spiritual beings – sons and
heirs of an eternal glory – so never
lose sight of the true motivation for
the blessings God wants to give us,
as we gather together to worship
and praise our Lord and Saviour:
God is love, God sent His Son to
be our Saviour out of love, and
since "God so loved us, how ought
we to love one another" (v.11).

Martin P.
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Some of you may remember Mike
and Daveen Wilson, who we
supported via BMS as missionaries to
Brazil. We are continuing to support
them through our World Mission fund,
but they are now in Portugal with ECM.
We have recently received an update
from them requesting prayer, as they
have seen a property in Mourão that
they are interested in purchasing as a
base for their work, they write:

Advantages:

1. We think we can afford it from the
savings we have left, without selling 8
Coleshill Rd.

2. lt's only about 10 minutes walk to the
centre of town; we've looked at quite a
few further away, but how would we
build relationships with folk in town?

3. Superb views, up to the castle, and
down to the Alqueva Lake, and superb
walking all around. Would be good for
possible B&B.

4. This year has shown us that Mike
needs a project to interact with other
men - he's just not a sit-in-bars kind of
man, and this would definitely be a
project!

Disadvantages:

1. No electricity, no water, and no
habitable building! There are two
agricultural buildings - we need to find
out what, if anything, we'd be able to
build instead.

2. Would
need a lot of
hard work -
maybe not a
bad thing?

3. Would
n e e d
somewhere to
live while
we're building
- a tent??

We're going
back again to
meet the owner of the land, and
hopefully also officials in the town
council. Please pray that if this is right,
we'd be given permission to build. And
that if it isn't, we'd not be led astray by
our enthusiasm.

As Zion would say, this is all a "bit
scary", but also exciting. Ze Maria, a
guy who props up the bar in the local

winery, said when we
got back from Brazil.
"l really want to help
you find a place, I
want you to move
here, I know you are
good people". lt was
he who introduced us
to the owner of this
land - a cousin of his
(as are half the town
by the sound of it).
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Join
NOW!

Speak to
Margaret Rattray
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“You’re here to be salt-seasoning that brings out the God-
flavours of this earth ... You’re here to be light, bringing out
the God-colours in the world ... I’ve put you there on a hilltop,

on a light stand - shine! ... be generous with your lives. By
opening up to others, you’ll prompt people to open up with

God, this generous Father in heaven.”
Mtt 5:13-16 (The Message)
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Special thanks this year (last year?) go to Colin and James for
putting up our Church Christmas Tree, and also to the children at
Frantic Fridays for decorating it – I’m sure you’ll agree that it
looked great!

And hopefully that gives you a little bit of an idea of 
some of the things we’ve been up to, and I 
look forward to telling you more in the 
next issue of our magazine!

God bless,
Stefan.
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Funtastic Frantic Friday’s
Hi everyone,
I hope you had a great Christmas and best wishes from me for the
New Year! In this issue of our magazine, I thought that it would
be great just to say a little bit about our new children’s club
"Frantic Fridays" which started back in September, and leave you
with a few pictures of some of the things that we got up to on the
run up to Christmas.

First of all, Frantic Fridays is for 8 – 11 year olds and happens
every Friday from 5 – 7pm. Currently we have about 20 children
who come along, although on average we get about 14 who
come on any given evening. But, the great thing about it is that
it’s completely free and all are welcome, so if you know 
anyone who might be interested then feel free to 
invite them along!

Here are a few pictures to give 
you a flavour of some of 
the things we’ve 
been up to:
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HOMEGROUPS
Usually meet after the 1st and 3rd Sunday’s of the month, but please

speak to the leaders below for actual meeting days

THURSDAY

Nick Ellis
Tonbridge

01732 669692

Martin &
Margaret Palmer

Sevenoaks
01732 469486

FRIDAY

Monica Wain

Sevenoaks

01732 455356

TUESDAY

Jenny Marchant
meeting at

Angie & Richard
Anstead’s

Kemsing
01732 457795

WEDNESDAY

Helen Ellis

Sevenoaks
01732 883250

Home Groups start back in JANUARY - if you
are not already a member then speak to
one of the group leaders below - TODAY!

Elizabeth & Wycliffe
Elizabeth writes: “It seems like the last
couple of months have been the normal
whirlwind of activity, but I give thanks for
the holiday I had in Matema on the shore
of Lake Nyasa. On the work front, praise
God we have just completed consultant
check of Philippians ... but the priority is
to complete consultant check on
Revelation 12-22.

I am very thankful that money has
become available for printing Bena books
on the General Epistles, 1&2
Thessalonians, Revelation, the Prison
Epistles, 1&2 Corinthians and John. Please
pray for the recruitment of a literacy co-
ordinator in the Bena region, who would
help with distribution and raising
awareness of our work here.

Plans for furlough next year are starting
to take shape. Praise God that flights and
accommodation are now in place
and I will be back in the UK from
11 June to 5 September 2017.

Please pray for the successful
re-issue of my residence permit
and issue of a work permit.
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MISSIONARYUPDATE

Ann writes: “Until Sunday
afternoon 1st January 2017 I was
spending time thinking about the
past year, thanking God for His
undertaking through another year
and committing 2017 into His
hands...Then today bang - into the
traffic and back to the teeming
thousands of patients!

Thank you all for
your rememberances
at Christmas, for
cards, emails, your
continuing support
and prayer. May God
bless each of you
throughout this year.”

ALARIC returned to

the UK for a couple of

weeks on 30th

December after a

nightmare cancelled

flight on the 27th. He

writes: “Pray for a

good time with family

and some rest along

the way! It is also a time for thinking

about new year’s resolutions (how

much I pray, for instance) and

thinking more long-term. Pray for

me to put the right things into place

and to do things for God and His

glory and not just for me. 

With MANY thanks for your

partnership in this work this past

year and for all the generous

support.”

BMS Birthday Scheme sends
birthday greetings to:

14 Jan Gus Copeland
18 Feb Margaret Palmer

Douglas
27 Feb Margaret Rattray
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JANUARY PRAYER DIARY
"The Word of the Lord is flawless” (2 Sam.22:30)

Sunday 8 Leadership Team
9 Kathy & Shaun Taylor

10 - Benjamin & Hannah
11 Luncheon Club 12.30pm
12 Monica Wain
13 Carole Ward
14 David & Sarah Wheeler

Sunday 15 Music Group
16 - Noah & Eve
17 Anna-Teresa Whitelock
18 Rascals
19 Betty Williams
20 Martin & Maggie Williams
21 Davida & Colin Woodman

Sunday 22 Maintenance Team
23 Jim’s return from sabbatical
24 Barrie Worsell
25 Coffee Shop 10am
26 Richard & Angie Anstead
27 - Thomas & Ethan
28 Sally Aylward

Sunday 29 Worship Team
30 Tony & Lizzie Bourne
31 Aaliyah & Abigail

Feb. 1 Solo’s 10.15am
2 Felicity & Alan Boyden
3 Frantic Friday
4 Elizabeth Broomhall

Please pray daily for outreach through our membership
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Please pray daily for our Pastor, his wife and family

FEBRUARY PRAYER DIARY
"Praise the Lord O my soul “  (Psalm 103:1)

Sunday 5 Mission Team
6 Susan Brown
7 Girlfriends Bible Study
8 Helen & Alwyn Brice
9 - Charles & Emma

10 Mick & Jennifer Brown
11 Nicky Calvert

Sunday 12 Outreach Team
13 Christopher Chattell
14 David & Jenny Checkley
15 Sound & Projection Team
16 Gus & Jenny Copeland
17 Jim & Sylvia Crockett
18 Ken & Bernice Das

Sunday 19 Pastoral Care Team
20 Clive & Ruth Doubleday
21 Bert & Hazel Elliott
22 Forward Magazine Team
23 Helen Ellis
24 Nick & Michelle Ellis
25 - Calum & Niamh

Sunday 26 Youth Team
27 Jacobus & Karien Esterhuyse
28 - Klarissa & Renee

March 1 Solo’s 10.15am
2 Chris Faircloth
3 Ian Fielder
4 Flower Arrangers
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