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SEEKING TO BE THE HANDS AND FEET OF JESUS IN THE COMMUNITY
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We often hear the phrase "It’s
not how hard you fall. It’s how
you get back up that counts."
All of us face knocks in life
from time to time - some of
those knocks are easy to
recover from, but others are
much harder to survive and
recover from. 

We can be knocked by all sorts
of things in life: health, family
issues, job problems, finances …
and of course knocks in the Church
- let’s call them ‘wounds.’ Wounds
can be very hurtful, and for many
people they can become infected
and in the end lead to spiritual
destruction in our lives.

Prov.18:14 says ‘The spirit of a
man will sustain his infirmity, but a
wounded spirit who can bear?’

We can endure all kinds of
physical affliction, but when our
spirit is wounded - and a wounded-
spirited person is someone who
has been hurt and bruised and/or
damaged in their spirit - it can be
very painful. 

Recently I read a book by Anne
Graham-Lotz called ‘Wounded by
God’s people’ (and is a study on
the life of Hagar in the Old
Testament) - one that I can
thoroughly recommend for anyone
who has been hurt in Church life.

There are many ways we can
receive a wounded spirit …

through negative, critical words.
Proverbs 18 is a great chapter on
this e.g. v4 says ‘The words of a
man’s mouth are as deep waters’;
v21 ‘Death and life are in the
power of the tongue’; v6 ‘A fool
gets into constant fights. His mouth
is his undoing! His words
endanger him’; v8 ‘The words of a
gossip are like choice morsels; they
go down to man’s inmost parts.’

We can be wounded through
sin. Sin is whatever comes between
us and God! It affects our spirit.

Other things that affect our spirit
are: rejection; unforgiveness;
betrayal; false accusations etc etc.

I write all this because as we
come to Easter we are reminded of
the One who was wounded far
more than we will ever begin to
experience. As Jesus went to the
cross he was wounded for our
transgressions - those wounds
included OUR sin; rejection;
betrayal; false accusations … and
much much more. 

When you are wounded, please
know that Jesus has been there
and knows exactly how you feel.
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I hope to be able to continue to produce a regular Forward Magazine,
although it may be on a slightly more erratic basis, so please continue to
supply material for inclusion. The church magazine can only be as useful
as YOU make it, so please pass on anything you think will be of interest
to the fellowship. FINAL COPY DATE for the May issue is Sunday 24
April 2016.
So... See Margaret on Sunday, phone me on 01732 469486

Email me at martinpalmer1@sky.com
God bless, Martin.

Vine Baptist Church
Park Lane, Sevenoaks TN13 3UP

01732 740634
Sunday Services start at 10.30 am

Grape 7 for 3-10 year olds
Contact Sylvia Crockett 01732 452905

or Alison Saunders 01732 454455

Soul Purpose for 13-18 year olds
Meet Sunday evenings at 6:30 pm

in the Carey Hall
Contact Holly 07816 955561

Rascals for pre-school children & babies
Meet Wednesday’s from 10.00-11.30am
Contact Sheila Pearson 01732 454524

CONTACTS:

Rev Jim Crockett
Pastor 01732 452905

Fiona Murray
Administrator 01732 360866

Davida Woodman
Secretary 01732 459741

The church office is open Tuesday’s & Thursday’s 9am - 3.30pm

vinebaptistchurch@talktalk.net
www.vinebaptistchurch.org.uk

BUT even more than that,
remember that Easter reminds us
that Jesus rose from the dead - He
triumphed over death, hell and the
grave. And the Bible tells us that
not only was He wounded for our
transgressions … but by His stripes
we are healed! Jesus brings
healing into our lives if we’ll let
Him. Often that healing comes
through sharing with someone you
can trust and allowing them to pray
into your life.

This Easter if you are carrying
wounds, won’t you come to the
cross and receive healing from
Jesus. Tell God you’re angry; tell
God you’re hurt; pour out your
tears – but then you need to make
a decision ... it’s a choice ... a
choice to forgive those who have
wounded you. 

Just as Jesus screamed from the
cross: ‘Father forgive them,
because they don’t know what they
are doing’, so you too need to
choose to forgive and to move
on. And then to receive God’s
forgiveness for even some of
your own feelings.  

Remember: "It’s not how hard
you fall. It’s how you get back up
that counts." Won’t you let
Jesus help you rise
again, so that you can
serve Him with your life
and fulfil God’s purposes for
your life.

If that’s what you want, then
thank God, that in the
love of Jesus Christ

and the power of the Holy Spirit,
you can be healed of a wounded
spirit. Life can change for the
better when you let Jesus heal all
the hurts of the past. If you are
aware of having a wounded spirit
right now, seek out a Holy Spirit-
filled Christian with love and
compassion, and ask them to pray
healing into your spirit. This is
important, as you cannot heal
yourself of this. Only God can truly
bring healing to your life.

After His resurrection, when
Jesus invited and allowed His
disciples to reach out and put their
fingers into His wounds, not only
was He showing that He had risen
from the dead, but also that
wounds can be healed - YOUR
wounds can be healed - but it’s a
journey … a journey with God.
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The Women’s World Day
of Prayer Service
2pm, Friday 4th March
A service prepared by Christian
women of Cuba. All are welcome to
join in this service at Vine
Evangelical Church, Sevenoaks.
Refreshments served after the
service.
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Smile needs runners and
walkers for this year’s
MARAFUN which takes place
on:

Saturday 7 May 10.30am
Green Street Green Primary
School, Vine Road, 
Orpington BR6 6DT.

There is a run/walk for everyone :

10.30am   Marathon (Road Run)
10.30am   Half Marathon (Road Walk)
11.30am   Half Marathon (Road Run)
12.30pm   10k (Road Race)
2.30pm     2k or less (Field Run/Walk)
3.00pm     4k (Field Run/Walk)
You can register online at:
marafun@footstepsinternational.org
or speak to Clive and Ruth for
more details.

All funds raised will go towards
Smile’s palliative care work in
Kosova.

Church Prayer
Meeting

Sunday’s 5pm in the lounge

“Prayer gets from God,
both for the person that
prays, and for those who
are prayed for, great things.
It is the opener to the heart
of God, and a means by
which the soul is filled.”

“Prayer” John Bunyan

MINISTRY LEADERS
Please remember we are looking
for people to fill three Ministry
Leaders’ positions in Outreach,
Maintenance and Youth. 

Please commit this as an urgent
matter of prayer. If you are
interested yourself, or would like
to nominate someone else,
please speak to Jim.
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1. Fellowship based mission - direct funding
• Elizabeth Broomhall (Wycliffe Bible Translators)
• Release International
• Smile International
• Ann Bothamley (BMS)

2. Fellowship linked mission - direct funding
• Baptist Missionary Society
• Overseas Missionary Fellowship (Alaric Dunsmore-Rouse)
• Mike & Daveen Wilson (European Christian Mission)
• Orphaids

3. Historically supported mission - special projects funding
• Bible Society
• Leprosy Mission
• London City Mission
• Tear Fund

NOTE: the Baptist Home Mission automatically receives 30% of our mission giving
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Vine Baptist Church
WoRlD
mISSIon
FunDIng

We, as a church fellowship,
have a very strong

committment not only to proclaim
the gospel in and around
Sevenoaks, but throughout the
world. And to express this
committment the church
generously gives 15% of its giving
income over to world mission.

During last year your VBC
Mission Team reviewed the
missionaries and missions that we
support with these funds, and the
charts opposite shows this new
division of funding.

There has been a growing trend
in recent years for mission societies
to fund relief giving or overseas
organisations involved in their local
needs, rather than the funding of
direct missionary activity and the
proclamation of the gospel. 

In setting our priorities, we
wanted to ensure our main funding
went to ‘first-hand’ missionary
work, and of course especially to
those we have close links with as a

fellowship, so we prioritised our
giving into 3 areas:

1. Fellowship based mission

2. Fellowship linked mission

3. Historically supported mission

So do remember, when Ken
encourages you to support our
financial needs as a fellowship,
15% of any extra giving goes
directly to supporting the
proclamation of the gospel
kingdom throughout the world!

Christ commands us as
individuals to witness for Him,

and as a church to proclaim the
gospel in our neighbourhood AND
throughout the world (John 17:21-
23). As we honour Him, so we
receive his blessing. World mission
is not an add-on or occasional
subject to visit, but an essential part
of receiving God’s blessing on our
life as a fellowship.
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ALARIC writes...
“I am now safely back in Sapporo
and installed in the Guest Home.
There are many things to give
praise to God for: a safe arrival,
relatively little jet lag, the renewing
of friendships and relationships
and so forth... 

PRAYER (mid-term): There is a
more relaxed atmosphere at the
language centre with my new
colleagues, Jim and Terui... All the
constants in my life are in a process
of flux so please pray that over the
next three months or so, I would be
content and at peace despite the
instability of all these changes.”

MISSIONARYUPDATE

Elizabeth’s Prayer Requests
Praise…
• For all the rain we have had in January.
• For successful completion of the Bena
Pastoral Epistles consultant check.

Please pray...
• For strength and stamina for the Bena
translators as they respond to consultant
notes.
• For good progress with the UK-based
consultant in completing the check of 1&2
Thessalonians, and a stable internet
connection during the remote check.
• For the final decision on whether we
employ the current candidate for the post
of Bena back translator.
• For some confirmation of the proposed
consultant visit in April which would be to
check 1&2 Peter and Jude.
• That I would facilitate the Bena
translators well in every step of the
translation process and handle God's
Word correctly.

Ann Bothamley
CMC Hospital
Vellore, India

As you may know
the mission fund
now supports
Ann in a small
way to help keep
her car on the
road, and we
send CD’s of
VBC’s Sunday Services to her
which she really appreciates! 

She writes:
“February
was going to
be a lighter month but it is not turning
out that way. I am grateful that God
gives strength and grace for each day
and that the evenings and early
mornings are still cool, which is
unusual for this time of year. Greetings
to everyone and thank you for your
prayers.”

Ann’s Bible
Class and
Scripture
Class
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God’s love
triumphs on Good Friday
During this month as you journey with God
through Lent reflect on Isaiah 53:1-12 and
John 18: 1-19,37.

When you read in John 18 about Jesus’
suffering do you ever wonder why the day He
was crucified can ever be called ‘good’?

Yet, with all its pain and injustice, this day we
know as Good Friday is in the deepest sense
of the word ‘good’. On this day God shows us
that there are no dark places where He cannot
reach to, no hell from which He cannot rescue
those who love Him. Good Friday is good
news to anyone who suffers because they love
Jesus.

This month as you journey towards Good
Friday and Easter Sunday will you lift to God
in prayer our persecuted brothers and sisters,
who like Jesus know all about suffering and
tears.

A Good Friday prayer for persecuted
Christians worldwide:

Dear God,

Give grace to those who seek to show
your love to those who persecute them;

Give comfort to those who seek to serve
those who curse them;

Give joy to those who share the glory
of the suffering servant Jesus Christ in
dark prison cells, in homes, in churches
and in refugee camps.

For Yours is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever.
Amen.

Extract from Release Magazine, March 2016
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I mentioned in last months
magazine my baptisimal
verse from Deuteronomy
33:27, and thought I would
share a few more
reflections on what the
verse means to me.

We tend to focus on the
blessing and encouragement of
the second part "underneath are
the everlasting arms", but we
need to understand that the
value of that promise only
comes from the earlier statement
that our God is an eternal God. 

It is the immortal God who is
making this promise, so
whatever the challenges and
difficulties we may be facing in
each of our lives, our assurance
and security that He will carry us
through them, comes from the
knowledge of the power and
authority of our eternal God.

So if we make God our refuge
in times of trouble and need, He
CAN NOT and WILL NOT fail us
- for to do otherwise He would
have to deny His very own
essence.

But often we run into difficulty
when challenged by times of

trials, because we tend to rely on
our own strengths don’t we,
looking  down and into
ourselves. But we soon see our
own failings and sin, and Satan
is quick to assure us that we
must be a hopeless case. 

But the image to me of the
"underneath arms" is that of God
coming down and, as it were,
putting his hand under my chin
and lifting up my head and
saying "No. You are looking
entirely  in the wrong direction
there - look up at me - I am your
God, your glory, you are my
child and I can not and will not
fail you. 

The psalmist David reminds us
in Psalm 3, in the midst of his
darkest days as he flees from his
son Absalom, out to kill him and
claim his throne,  "But you are a
shield around me, O Lord; You
are my glory, and the lifter up of
my head".

All we need to do is to
keep looking up, to keep
our hearts and minds fixed
on Him – our refuge, our
Lord and our Saviour.

"The eternal God is your refuge,
and underneath are the

everlasting arms" 
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This year marks the Queen’s 90th
birthday. To celebrate, Bible Society has
joined forces with HOPE and the
London Institute for Contemporary
Christianity (LICC) to publish a new
book about the Queen’s Christian faith.

The book is a 64 page publication with
colour photographs. Including a
forword from Her Majesty, it draws on
the Queen’s own words to describe her
faith in God.

The annual Christmas message is
perhaps the most publicly visible
articulation of this faith. But it is hardly
the only one. Over the years, the
Queen has made repeated reference to
the God she serves and the importance
of her Christian faith. In the records of
her public speeches alone, there are
allusions to a host of Bible stories
and passages: the nativity, the
Good Samaritan, the epistles of
Paul, the prophesies of Isaiah,
and the Gospel of John.

And yet, for all that, we do
not often hear much about
this deeply significant aspect of
her life and
character. Whilst
m a n y
commentators
have noted the
depth of her trust
in God, few
have explored it.

That is one of the reasons Bible Society,
HOPE and LICC have produced this
new book. Called The Servant Quen
and the King she serves, the hope is
that it will introduce more people to
this often-overlooked, yet essential,
aspect of the Queen’s identity,
character and activity. Or, perhaps
more accurately, to the God and the
faith within which she ‘lives and moves
and has her being’.

The Servant Queen Article from ‘Word in Action’ magazine

The Bible Society are giving away free
copies to its supporters, or you can go
online to www.biblesociety.org.uk to
order a copy.
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The Leprosy Mission
thank you all who gave,
the appeal raised £130.

To the LOAVES AND FISHES
foodbank donors. Firstly and
most importantly thank you for
the amazing support you give
to our small independent
foodbank here in Sevenoaks.
Our families’ everyday lives
are changed for the better
because of your generosity.
Your donations, the continuing
endeavours of our volunteers
and the purpose built
foodstore in St. John’s church
hall, means that we are now
supporting up to 40 families in
the district on a regular basis.
Thank you very much for your
continuing support for the
Loaves and Fishes families.

Carole and Francein
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The Power of Prayer
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MARCH PRAYER DIARY
"Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, today and forever”

(Hebrews 13:8)

Sunday 6 Release International
7 Mervyn & Ann Gaston
8 George & Eileen Henderson
9 Coffee Club

10 Wendy Holden
11 Denise James
12 Ruby Jurado

Sunday 13 BMS Birthday Scheme
14 Colin & Flora King
15 Miller & Shirley Lang
16 AGM
17 Vineta Lasmane
18 Elis & James London
19 - Natalie, Peter & Jonathan

Sunday 20 Palm Sunday Service
21 Colin London-Latter
22 Hot cross buns to Hollybush
23 Tim & Jennie Longthorne
24 - Amelia
25 Good Friday Service
26 Myrtle Lyle

Sunday 27 Easter Sunday Service
28 Richard & Jenny Marchant
29 Ruby Marchant
30 World Mission P.M. 8-9pm
31 Gavin & Fiona Murray

April 1 Mark Murray
2 Martin & Margaret Palmer

Please pray daily for outreach through our membership
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Please pray daily for our Pastor, his wife and family

APRIL PRAYER DIARY

"Rejoice in the Lord always” (Phil. 4 v.4)

Sunday 3 Musicians
4 Margaret Palmer-Douglas
5 David & Sheila Pearson
6 Solo’s lunch out
7 James & Heather Penn
8 - Alice & Reuben
9 Valerie Pitt

Sunday 10 Worship Team
11 Elaine Potter
12 Caroline & Roy Radford
13 Luncheon Club 12.30pm
14 Lea Ragsdell
15 Margaret Rattray
16 June Richards

Sunday 17 Maintenance Team
18 Trudy Rowland
19 Girlfriends
20 Rascals
21 Queen’s 90th Birthday!
22 Guy & Alison Saunders
23 Jan & Martin Saunders

Sunday 24 Youth Team
25 Jay & Phoenix Shin/Zhang
26 - Alexander
27 Faith Stanley
28 Claus & Sara Steinbrecher
29 - Debarah & Hope
30 - Rachel & David
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