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SEEKING TO BE THE HANDS AND FEET OF JESUS IN THE COMMUNITY



It is also a time for much needed
rest from normal Church life, so that I
can get a fresh perspective and vision
for my ministry and for that of the
Church.

I will appreciate your prayers during
this time.

One thing I know for sure is that as
we approach Christmas, we
remember that God so loved the world
– that He gave His Son! His love for us
is just astounding. And whatever
culture we find ourselves in, there is
ALWAYS the need for God’s love. 

Love is always culturally relevant!

From the beginning of time songs
have been written about ‘love’ – and
as you look at the song charts at the
end of this year, they are still filled with
love songs. The carols we sing this
Christmas are love songs about God’s
gift to us of His Son Jesus Christ.

It is so easy to get stale in our
singing of carols – we enjoy them, but
we can so easily sing them
automatically without thinking about
the words. How about this Christmas,
as you enter into the joy of the carols,
why not see them and sing them as
love songs from and to God. Perhaps
by doing this, Christmas 2016 will
take on fresh meaning, and bring
fresh joy into our lives and into the
world in which God has called us to
serve.

May God richly bless you all this
Christmastime.
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PASTOR’SPIECE
Well, as you read this I will have
started my Sabbatical. During this
time, I will be looking at "What does it
mean to be a biblical, inclusive church
in the 21st century?"

It was some 26 years ago that I went
into ‘Full-time ministry’ and I am
aware that ‘doing Church’ today is
very different to what it was 26 years
ago. In 1990 a far greater percentage
of people attended Church than do
today. People were more open, I
believe, to Christianity. Those who
attended Church, generally attended
their Church because of the
denomination it belonged to. The
issues in society were very different
from what they are today. The first
Church I was Minister of – a large free
evangelical church – had no attendees
from overseas! (Apart from me – from
Scotland – and let me tell you, THAT
was a real shock to them! For a start
they couldn’t understand me!)

Times have changed. They are
exciting times – but the changes in the
nation and Church, bring fresh
challenges as to how the Church
responds to the culture in which it now
finds itself in 2016. With huge
pressures to conform to the ‘norms’ of
society, how do we stay biblical and at
the same time relate to the people for
whom Jesus died?

I hope during my sabbatical to read
quite a few books on cultural change,
and to experience Church ‘being
done’ in various settings. I am sure
that God will speak to me during this
time.



3

Lord, we'd have done it differently,
your coming to earth.
Press Releases.
Banner headlines.
Discussion on telly.
All the hype of the supermarket.
We'd really have sold it, Lord.
Your coming.

Yet you chose to come as a baby.
Helpless, dependent.
To a carpenter and his wife.
Away from home, on the road.
Not the sort of people we'd notice,
except to joke about their accent.

And yet your arrival
moved the world.
Shook it. Changed it.
Shone light in dark places.
Brought hope and love.
Especially love, Lord.
Not the pale reflection we show,
but love as a flame.
Burning into our lives,
bright, clean, pure.

Flames of faith and hope.
Spreading warmth across the world.
Love, rich in a poor stable.
Love, discounted on a cross.

Glorious in resurrection.
Tangible in human lives

made beautiful, today.

Lord, help me reach out 
to touch it

From Meditations and
Prayers by Eddie Askew
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Lord, 

Take all my broken purposes and disappointed hopes
and use them to make Thy perfect rainbow arch. 

Take all my clouds of sadness and calamity and
from them make Thy sunset glories. 

Take my night and make it bright with stars. 

Take my ill health and pain until they accomplish
in Thy purpose as much as health achieves. 

Take me as I am with impulses, strivings, longings so
often frustrated and thwarted, and even with what is
broken and imperfect make Thy dreams come true.
Through Him, who made of human life- a sacrament,
of thorns- a crown, of a cross- a throne, even through
Jesus Christ my Lord, Amen  

Dr Leslie Weatherhead, The Private House of Prayer
Leslie Weatherhead trained for the Methodist Ministry. He became the minister of the
City Temple, a Congregational Church in London in 1936. The church was gutted by
fire from incendiary bombs during the 2nd World War. Funds were raised to rebuild it
and it is now a United Reformed Church.

From Helen Ellis 

BMS Birthday Scheme sends
birthday greetings to:

3 Nov. Bert Elliott
23 Nov. Monica Wain
25 Nov. Faith Stanley
23 Dec. Val Pitt

Christmas Fayre

Saturday

19th November

1.20 - 4.30pm

Vine Baptist Church
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NOVEMBER PRAYER DIARY
"Mary, you will give birth to a son and give 

Him the name Jesus” (Luke 2:31)

Sunday 6 Music Group
7 Home Group Week
8 Ruby Jurado
9 Rascals 10am

10 Colin & Flora King
11 Miller & Shirley Lang
12 Vineta Lasmane

Sunday 13 Worship Team
14 Lucy Lockett
15 Elise & James London
16 - Natalie, Peter & Jonathan
17 Colin London-Latter
18 Tim & Jennie Longthorne
19 - Amelia

Sunday 20 Church Meeting after service
21 Myrtle Lyle
22 Jenny & Richard Marchant
23 Coffee Shop 10am
24 Ruby Marchant
25 Gavin & Fiona Murray
26 Martin & Margaret Palmer

Sunday 27 Bible Sunday
28 Margaret Palmer-Douglas
29 Norma Parker
30 5th Wed. Mission Prayer Meeting

Dec. 1 David & Sheila Pearson
2 Jennifer & Tom Pelc
3 - Nathan, Sam, Sophia & Jacob

Please pray daily for outreach through our membership
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Please pray daily for our Pastor, his wife and family

DECEMBER PRAYER DIARY
"The virgin will give birth to a son and 

call Him Immanuel “

Sunday 4 Maintenance Team
5 James & Heather Penn
6 - Alice & Reuben
7 Solos 10.15am
8 Christmas preparations
9 Valerie Pitt

10 Elaine Potter
Sunday 11 Outreach Team

12 Caroline & Roy Radford
13 Lea Ragsdell
14 Luncheon Club & Service
15 Margaret Rattray
16 Stefan Reckless
17 Margaret Roberton

Sunday 18 Youth Team
19 Carol singing Hollybush 6pm + Service
20 Trudy Rowland
21 Guy & Alison Saunders
22 Jan Saunders
23 Jay & Phoenix Shin
24 - Alexander

Sunday 25 Christmas Day Service
26 Faith Stanley
27 Crib Trail 1-4pm
28 Claus & Sara Steinbrecher
29 - Deborah & Hope
30 - Rachel & David
31 Anthea Taylor
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Elizabeth & Wycliffe

Praise:
• For another completed consultant check
on 1-3 John.
• That the Bena translators successfully
completed community testing and
reviewers’ meeting.
• For safe travels to and from the
translation forum and the encouragement
it gave the translators.

Please pray for Elizabeth:
• For the successful re-issue of my
residense permit and issue of work permit.
• For peace and security where I live.

For Wycliffe:
• That publication of the Bena Pastoral
Epistles would transform lives in the Bena
community.
• For the recruitment of a literacy 
co-ordinator in the Bena region.

MISSIONARYUPDATE

Ann writes: “I am not
too sure whether
September was a time for battling
with God or the devil! It has seemed
that physically there have been a
number of issues that have not
allowed me to feel so energetic as
usual. The last of these has been a
very stiff and painful neck. I am
hoping that...I will have a chance to
recover my usual energy levels
again. Vellore remains hot but still
remarkably green and we pray now
that the North East monsoon will
bring us the needed rain to see us
through until next summer.”

ALARIC. “Many thanks for your

prayers and for the messages of

encouragement. On the 18 Sept.

we had a baptism in the sea

(mercifully not too chilly) and then

repaired to a missionary’s house for

a service and a meal. It was a really

lovely time of FEELING like a church

family...My especial request for

prayer is for protection for the

church in Japan, whenever there is

encouragement it seems to be

followed swiftly with some form of

attack. Satan is a lover of mischief

and mishap and loves to sow

discord. Pray that we might be

protected and rejoice in that

protection.”

Smile. Pray for the work
in Uganda, particularly
with families and children
in the slums, and give
thanks that a house being
built for one of the widows
has been finished and she
and her daughters have
been able to move in.

Remember the palliative
care work in Kosova.
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THE CHURCH MAGAZINE can only be as useful as YOU make it, so please
pass on anything you think will be of interest to the fellowship.
FINAL COPY DATE for the January issue is Sunday 18 December 2016.
So... See me on Sunday’s, phone me on 01732 469486 or

Email me at martinpalmer1@sky.com
God bless, Martin.

Sunday Services
start at 10.30 am

Grape 7 for 3-10 year olds
Contact: Michelle Ellis 
01732 669692

Rascals
for pre-school children & babies. Meet
Wednesday’s from 10.00-11.30am
Contact: Sheila Pearson 
01732 454524

Frantic Fridays for 8-11 s
Meet Friday evenings at 5-7pm
Contact: Stefan Reckless 
07772 792035

CHuRCH

CONTACTS:
PASTOR: Rev Jim Crockett 01732 452905
ADMINISTRATOR: Fiona Murray 01732 360866
SECRETARY: Davida Woodman 01732 459741
YOUTH WORKER: Stefan Reckless 07772 792035  email: stefan_reckless2@hotmail.co.uk

The church office is open Tuesday & Thursday 9am - 3.30pm
Vine Baptist Church, Park Lane, Sevenoaks TN13 3EH. Tel. 01732 740634
vinebaptistchurch@talktalk.net     www.vinebaptistchurch.org.uk

A C T I V I T I E S CHuRCH
C O N T A C T S

Church Leaders:
Church Secretary - Davida Woodman
Finance - Ken Das
Maintenance - Vacant
Outreach -  James Penn
Pastoral - Hazel Elliott
World Mission - Martin Palmer
Worship - 
Youth - Stefan Reckless

Home Group Leaders:
Angie & Richard Anstead
Helen Ellis
Nick Ellis
Martin & Margaret Palmer
Monica Wain

Prayer Chain:
Felicity Boyden / Hazel Elliott

Church Magazine:
Martin Palmer



Christmas

Services:

Sunday 11th December
10.30am
Children’s Nativity 
followed by
Fellowship Christmas Lunch

Sunday 18th December
10.30am
Morning Worship

6.30pm
Carols by Candlelight

Sunday 25th December 
10am
Christmas Day 
Family Service


