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Sunday 12 June
at

Guy & Alison Saunders

Following the Church
Anniversary Celebration

FORWARDMAGAZINE
MAY - JUNE 2016

SEEKING TO BE THE HANDS AND FEET OF JESUS IN THE COMMUNITY
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As I write this article, the country is
preparing for the celebrations of
our Queen’s 90th birthday – which
will take place during the months
of April, May and June. It will be a
wonderful occasion, and one in
which we as a nation can truly
rejoice.

Much has been written and said
about her Majesty’s long reign, but
one of the most impressive books
that has been written about her this
year is, I believe, the Bible Society’s
book: ‘The Servant Queen – and
the King she serves’ (see page 11).
It is a book that highlights the
Queen’s constant sense of duty
and her devotion to God.

In her Christmas speech in 2002,
she said this: 

“I know how much I rely on
my faith to guide me
through the good times and
the bad. Each day is a new
beginning. I know that the
only way to live my life is to
try to do what is right, to
take the long view, to give of

my best in all that the day
brings, and to put my trust
in God … I draw strength
from the message of hope
in the Christian gospel.”

Ten years later, in 2012, she said, 

“God sent His only Son to
serve, not to be served. He
restored love and service to
the centre of our lives in the
person of Jesus Christ.”

As I re-read her speeches, I was
both inspired and challenged.
Inspired that we still have a
monarch who is not afraid to talk
about her faith in Jesus Christ; and
challenged as to how my own life
is lived.

For each one of us, do you see
each new day as a fresh
opportunity to live out your
Christian faith? God has called
each one of us to serve Him, and
we do that by being the hands and
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PASTOR’SPIECE
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I hope to be able to continue to produce a regular Forward Magazine,
although it may be on a slightly more erratic basis, so please continue to
supply material for inclusion. The church magazine can only be as useful
as YOU make it, so please pass on anything you think will be of interest
to the fellowship. FINAL COPY DATE for the July issue is Sunday 26
June 2016.
So... See Margaret on Sunday, phone me on 01732 469486

Email me at martinpalmer1@sky.com
God bless, Martin.

Vine Baptist Church
Park Lane, Sevenoaks TN13 3UP

01732 740634
Sunday Services start at 10.30 am

Grape 7 for 3-10 year olds
Contact: Michelle Ellis 01732 669692

Rascals for pre-school children & babies
Meet Wednesday’s from 10.00-11.30am
Contact Sheila Pearson 01732 454524

Youth Club - Vibe for 11-14 year olds
Meet Friday evenings at 7pm in the Carey Hall

Contact: Stefan Reckless 07772 792035

CONTACTS:
Rev Jim Crockett

Pastor 01732 452905
Fiona Murray, Administrator 01732 360866
Davida Woodman, Secretary 01732 459741
Stefan Reckless, Youth Worker 07772 792035

email: stefan_reckless2@hotmail.co.uk
The church office is open Tuesday s & Thursday s 9am - 3.30pm

vinebaptistchurch@talktalk.net
www.vinebaptistchurch.org.uk
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feet of Jesus in the Community,
bringing people closer to a loving
and caring God. For each one of
us, the way we do this will be
different – but we MUST do it.

When we talk about ‘Outreach’ in
the Church, sometimes we get a
little scared as to what that actually
means. But, in all honesty, for me it
isn’t necessarily about standing on
street corners and handing out
tracts (although for some people,
this may be what God has called
them to do) – for me, it’s about
looking for opportunities to show
and demonstrate Jesus’ love and
praying that by doing so, it will
have an impact on people’s lives.
However, it is ALSO about being
prepared to tell people what I

believe and why when the
opportunities arrive.

Our Queen has never shied from
openly telling people about her
faith in Jesus – in spite of the fact
that she knows she will be criticised
for doing just that.

So, perhaps over the next few
weeks, as we celebrate with the
Queen, pray for God to give you
opportunities to tell people that
you also have put your faith and
trust in Jesus, and be ready to give
a reason for your belief.

Happy Birthday, your Majesty.
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Smile needs runners and
walkers for this year’s
MARAFUN which takes place
on:
Saturday 
7 May 
10.30am

Church Prayer
Meeting

Sunday’s 9.30am upstairs

“Prayer is simply a 
two-way conversation
between you and God.”

Billy Graham

Youth
Worker
We were delighted as a church
to commission Stefan
Reckless as the
church’s Youth
Worker at the
Sunday Service 
on 24th April.
Continue to
support Stefan
with your
prayers
and any
practical
help and
support
he may
need
over the
coming
months.

Martin

Williams and Bert Elliott

are running the half-

marathon on behalf of

Smile. Get your

sponsorship form 

from the back 

of the church TODAY!

Jim and Stefan at his commissioning
service
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Jennie and Tim Longthorne
have been attending VBC for some
time so will be familiar to most -
along with Amelia, their 4 month
old  little girl. They both have a
strong, meaningful faith which is
very special to them. 

Why the Vine? First and foremost,
Jim’s preaching, secondly the
warmth and support of the
fellowship, particularly during
Jennie’s pregnancy, and thirdly the
comfy chairs!

David and Sarah Wheeler.
David used to attend VBC as a child
and Sarah grew up in a Christian

family. Once a month they visit
Sarah’s parents church, where her
dad runs a family messy church
service.

Their children are Noah, who is 3
and has just started Grape7, and
Eve, who is now 18 months; and
Sarah and the children enjoy
coming to Rascals. As with many
young families they have busy lives
with David looking after his elderly
parents and working long hours,
and Sarah working part time as a
nurse, so they ask that the church
keep them and the children in their
prayers.

Jay Zhang and Phoenix Shin-
Zhang. Jay is South Korean and
was brought up in a Christian
family. He came to England with his
work and met Phoenix while she
was completing her MBA at the
University of Westminster, having
moved from China to the UK about
17 years ago. They married in
2002 and their son, Alexander, was
born in 2005.

Phoenix was introduced to the
Christian faith through Jay, and
they attended a Christianity
Explored course run by VBC back in
2001. They look forward to
involvement at VBC as members
and the growth of their Christian
faith.

The text is mostly taken from church
members’ reports, with thanks. Apologies to
those who do not have a picture, as we had to
go to print before an opportunity arose. No
doubt a picture could be included next time if
you are particularly keen!
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FELLOWSHIPNEWS
It was wonderful to welcome
into membership eleven new
members during March - the
following is a very brief,
selective introduction to them
all, so do take the time to find
out more!

J e n n i f e r
and Mick
B r o w n
have been
married for
60 years
and live in
Sevenoaks
with their
d a u g h t e r
Nicola, who

is registered disabled. 
Mick saw the world as a deep sea

diver with the Royal Navy in his
early years, and has since worked
with the Post Office and other
companies up to his retirement.
Jennifer worked at both the
Wilderness School and West Heath
School for over 25 years prior to
her retirement.

Over the years they have enjoyed
attending VBC’s Christmas Carol
and Harvest services, and enjoy
Jim’s preaching immensely. 

They feel now is the time to nail
their colours to the mast in
becoming church members, which
only goes to show that it is never too

late to become a church member,
even at 77 and 80 years of age!

Derek and Simona Ford along
with their daughter Lucia who is 15
months, have been attending VBC
regularly since July 2015. Simona
(from Romania) and Derek (from
New Zealand) met in Doha, Qatar,
married in New Zealand, and
recently moved to Sevenoaks from
Enfield, London. 

On moving to Sevenoaks they
were praying to find the right
church, and upon their first visit to
VBC they new their prayers for a
new church had been answered.

Vineta Lasmane came to the UK
from Latvia in 2005. Although
brought up in a communist country,
she started attending a Baptist
church through a Christian friend,
where she was eventually baptised
in her 30’s. 

Although her son lives in
Wolverhampton, the rest of her
family - her mother, daughter and 2
grandchildren - are still in Latvia,
and she tries to see them once a
year. She currently works for West
Kent Housing. Vineta is keen to
contribute to church life and get to
know more people, and has
recently joined the refreshments
rota after the Sunday service.
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MISSIONARYUPDATE
Wycliffe Bible Translators
We exist because we care about
people. We want people to engage
with the Bible because it is the Word
of God. By the Spirit, God is
speaking to people through what
He has written to us, so that anyone
who takes the Bible's message to
heart is led by God to faith in Jesus
and strengthened by Him for
lifelong discipleship.
It is not enough for people to have a
Bible of their own; we long for them
to listen to its message because we
believe this remains one of the
primary ways that God changes
lives today. But for them to listen,
reliable translations are necessary.
So we exist to enable all peoples to
engage with the Bible in their
preferred language - a language
which speaks to their heart.

WYCLIFFE PRAYER TOPICS
•  For the stamina and health of

translators
•  That God will protect and

preserve the lives of the
translators

•  For final decisions on key terms
•  Against technical failures of

computers, hard drives, &
memory sticks

•  For sufficiently trained
Consultants so that translations
may not be delayed

•  For proof readers, that they
may catch & correct all errors

•  That paper for printing may be
available when needed

•  For local enthusiasm for the
completion & publication that
will urge on the translators

Prayer Topics for Elizabeth

• For good progress with the UK-based

Consultant & stable internet connections.

• For the final decision on whether to

employ the current candidate as Bena

back translator

• For confirmation of the visit of the

Consultant in April to check 1&2 Peter

and Jude
• That I will facilitate the translators well in

every stage of the translation process.

• That there will be a balance of sufficient

rain & sunshine to promote healthy crop

growth.

Operation AGRI feature 3 projects in
their 2016 Appeal:
NEPAL: Supporting the Nepal Baptist
Church in it’s projects to provide fresh
water supplies and toilet facilities in
mountain villages.
NICARAGUA: Working with local
health organisations particularly to
help prevent the spread of the ZIKA
virus.
UGANDA:Supporting the Beersheba
Centre in Musoto, East Uganda, where
savings and small businesses are
promoted amongst women to
encourage self-sufficiency.

ALARIC is thankful to God for his
new flat, which is about 15
minutes’ walk away from the
language centre. Praise also for
hearing that a Japanese girl,
Asuka, that he witnessed to whilst
at All Souls, London, is attending a
church in Yokohama. Continue to
pray for Alaric and his parents
back in the UK, that his father’s
treatment will continue to go well.
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This year marks the Queen’s 90th
birthday. To celebrate, Bible Society has
joined forces with HOPE and the
London Institute for Contemporary
Christianity (LICC) to publish a new
book about the Queen’s Christian faith.

The book is a 64 page publication with
colour photographs. Including a
forword from Her Majesty, it draws on
the Queen’s own words to describe her
faith in God.

The annual Christmas message is
perhaps the most publicly visible
articulation of this faith. But it is hardly
the only one. Over the years, the
Queen has made repeated reference to
the God she serves and the importance
of her Christian faith. In the records of
her public speeches alone, there are
allusions to a host of Bible stories
and passages: the nativity, the
Good Samaritan, the epistles of
Paul, the prophesies of Isaiah,
and the Gospel of John.

And yet, for all that, we do
not often hear much about
this deeply significant aspect of
her life and
character. Whilst
m a n y
commentators
have noted the
depth of her trust
in God, few
have explored it.

That is one of the reasons Bible Society,
HOPE and LICC have produced this
new book. Called The Servant Quen
and the King she serves, the hope is
that it will introduce more people to
this often-overlooked, yet essential,
aspect of the Queen’s identity,
character and activity. Or, perhaps
more accurately, to the God and the
faith within which she ‘lives and moves
and has her being’.

The Servant Queen Article from ‘Word in Action’ magazine

The Bible Society are giving away free
copies to its supporters, or you can go
online to www.biblesociety.org.uk to
order a copy.
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MAY PRAYER DIARY
"You will receive power when the Holy Spirit

comes on you” (Hebrews 13:8)

Sunday 1 Stefan Reckless – Youth Worker
2 Kathy & Shaun Taylor
3 - Benjamin & Hannah
4 Solo’s 10.15am
5 Anthea Taylor
6 Monica Wain
7 SMILE! Marafun

Sunday 8 Clive & Ruth Doubleday - SMILE
9 Carole Ward

10 Youth Prayer Meeting
11 Ministry Leaders’ Meeting
12 David & Sarah Wheeler
13 - Noah & Eve
14 Ivy Whitelock

Sunday 15 Pentecost Sunday
16 Anna-Teresa Whitelock
17 Home Group Meetings
18 Betty Williams
19 Martin & Maggie Williams
20 Davida & Colin Woodman
21 Barrie Worsell

Sunday 22 Church Meeting - noon
23 Richard & Angie Anstead
24 - Thomas & Ethan
25 Sally Aylward
26 Felicity & Alan Boyden
27 Vibe Youth Club – 7-9pm
28 Susan Brown

Sunday 29 Ann Bottomley - BMS
30 Tony & Lizzie Bourne
31 - Aaliyah & Abigail

June 1 Helen & Alwyn Brice, Charles & Emma
2 Mick & Jennifer Brown
3 Murray Brown
4 Nicky Calvert

Please pray daily for outreach through our membership
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Please pray daily for our Pastor, his wife and family

JUNE PRAYER DIARY

"You will be My witnesses...to the ends of the earth”

(Phil. 4 v.4)

Sunday 5 Elizabeth Broomhall – WBT, Tanzania
6 Christopher Chattell
7 David & Jenny Checkley
8 Luncheon Club & Service
9 Gus & Jenny Copeland

10 Jim & Sylvia Crockett
11 Ken & Bernice Das

Sunday 12 Church Anniversary & BBQ
13 Clive & Ruth Doubleday
14 Bert & Hazel Elliott
15 Rascals & Coffee Shop
16 Helen Ellis
17 WMAG 10.45am
18 Chris Faircloth

Sunday 19 Church Members’ Meeting
20 Nick & Michelle Ellis
21 - Calum & Niamh
22 Jacobus & Karien Esterhuyse - Klarissa
23 Ian Fielder
24 Mike & Sharon Francis
25 - Luca & Jonti

Sunday 26 Colin King – Release International
27 Davin & Rachael Gaynes
28 - Reid & Eli
29 5th Weds. Mission Prayer Meeting 8-9pm
30 Mervyn & Ann Gaston

July 1 George & Eileen Henderson
2 Wendy Holden
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